pe ae seri 
Porfect tabtoulet 


Ktichen aide 
The se ort À 


A Only £13 


] Jamie 


J astern 


special issuee 


9" 770261 " 307668 | I 


Oliver’s 


JAMIE OLIVER 
nD That 


Voucher, 
page 27 


Saturday 

2 September 2023 

£3.80 

From £2.03 for subscribers 


Newspaper of the year 


Race to house pupils as 
safety scandal grows 


Tens of thousands of 
pupils affected and 
temporary classrooms 
could be used for a decade 


Headteachers are racing to find 
temporary classrooms for tens of 
thousands of children amid a grow- 
ingbuildingsafety crisis that has left 
ministers under pressure to explain 


Dangers of ‘now 
life-expired’ aerated 


why they were slow to shut buildings 
concrete known about in more than 100 schools. 
by government for years With the new academic year due 


to start in much of the country next 
week, Labour demanded an urgent 
audit of the government’s handling 


of longstanding safety fears about 
collapse-prone aerated concrete 
found in the roofs, floors and walls 
ofhundreds of schools, hospitals and 
other public buildings. 

As experts estimated fixing even 
the immediate problems in schools 
with reinforced autoclaved aerated 
concrete (Raac) would cost the tax- 
payer at least £100m, there were 
warnings that thousands of children 
faced months ofhome-schooling and 
that lessons would be taught in tem- 
porary buildings for up to a decade. 

The schools minister, Nick Gibb, 
admitted that the tally of 154 schools 


so far identified with the material was 
certain to rise. 

Structural engineers are this 
weekend fanning out to check for 
the material that was used until the 
1990s and is now considered “life- 
expired” and “liable to collapse with 
little or no notice”, according to the 
Health and Safety Executive. Inves- 
tigations could take weeks. 

Yesterday it emerged that schools 
faced immediate partial or total 
closure in Surrey, Essex, Kent, Brad- 
ford, Leicester, Durham, Brixton, 
Southend, Sheffield, Thur- Q 
rock, Nottinghamshire, 


Mohamed 
Al Fayed 
dead at 94 


AA 
childhood. 


to get that ba 
Popstar 


Mohamed Al Fayed, the Egyptian- 
born businessman who owned the 
department store Harrods until 2010, 
has died aged 94. 

His death came almost 26 years to 
the day after the car crash in Paris that 
killed his eldest son, Dodi, and Diana, 
Princess of Wales, on 31 August 1997. 

Inastatement released by Fulham 
FC, his family said: “Mrs Mohamed 
Al Fayed, her children and grandchil- 
dren wish to confirm that her beloved 
husband, their father and their grand- 
father, Mohamed, has Q) 
passed away peacefully 
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News 


Mohamed Al 


Fayed, former Harrods 


Be 


and Fulham FC owner, dies aged 94 


© Continued from page 1 


of old age on Wednesday 30 August 
2023. He enjoyed a longand fulfilled 
retirement surrounded by his loved 
ones. The family have asked for their 
privacy to be respected at this time.” 

Fayed was born in Alexandria and 
was theson ofateacher. His breakin 
business came after he met his first 
wife, Samira Khashoggi, sister of 
Saudi millionaire arms dealer Adnan 
Khashoggi, who employed him in his 
Saudi Arabian import business. The 
role helped him forge connections 
in Egypt and he went on to launch a 
shipping business, before becoming 


an adviser to one of the world’s rich- 
est men, the Sultan of Brunei, in1966. 

After arriving in the UK in the 
1960s, hejoined the board of the min- 
ing conglomerate Lonrho in 1975, but 
left nine months later. 

In 1979, with his brother Ali, he 
bought the Paris Ritz Hotel. The 
Fayeds’ next target became Harrods, 
and in 1985 the brothers succeeded 
in clinching a £615m takeover of the 
store in Knightsbridge. 

He retained ownership of the store 
until 2010, when he sold it to Qatar 
Holding. The businessman also resur- 
rected the satirical magazine Punch. 

In 1997 he bought Fulham 


£615m 


The amount paid by Mohamed 
Al Fayed and his brother Ali 
to take over Harrods in 1985 


< Mohamed Al Fayed in 2002. He 
was known for his involvement in the 
cash for questions scandal of 1994 
PHOTOGRAPH: JANE BOWN/THE OBSERVER 


Football Club in south-west Lon- 
don for £6.25m, and invited Michael 
Jackson to watch a game at Craven 
Cottage. In 1999, Fayed agreed for the 
club’s manager, Kevin Keegan, to take 
over as the England manager. Fayed 
sold the club to billionaire business- 
man Shahid Khan in 2013. 

Khan said: “The story of Fulham 
cannot be told without a chapter 
on the positive impact of Al Fayed 
as chairman. His legacy will be 
remembered for our promotion to 
the Premier League, a Europa League 
final, and moments of magic by play- 
ers and teams alike.” 

Fayed was known for his involve- 
ment in 1994’s cash-for-questions 
scandal, when MPs resigned after 
failing to declare that he had paid 
them to ask questions in parliament. 

He approached the Guardian with 
the allegationsin 1994, and the affair 
led to the resignation of MP Tim 
Smith as a Northern Ireland min- 
ister. Another MP, Neil Hamilton, 
was found to have accepted bribes, 
including a holiday at the Ritz anda 
free shopping spree at Harrods. 

Hamilton did not stand down, 
lost a libel case he lodged against Al 
Fayed, and lost his parliamentary seat 
at the 1997 general election. 

Fayed married Finnish former 
model Heini Wathén in 1985, with 
whom he had four children: Jasmine, 
Karim, Camilla and Omar. 

He fought a long-running cam- 
paign after the deaths of Dodi and 
Diana, alleging that the crash was 
not anaccident but had been orches- 
trated by UK security services. 

However, French police concluded 
it was an accident, caused in part by 
speeding and by the high alcohol 
level in driver Henri Paul’s blood. 

In 2006, a Metropolitan police 
inquiry led by Lord Stevens found 
no evidence to back up claims that 
the security services were involved. 


Guardian 
stops owner 
of ChatGPT 
from trawling 
its content 


Dan Milmo 
Global technology editor 


The Guardian has blocked OpenAI 
from using its content to power 
artificial intelligence products such 
as the ChatGPT chatbot. 

Concerns that OpenAI is using 
unlicensed content to create its AI 
tools have led to authors bringing 
lawsuits against the company and 
creative industries calling for safe- 
guards to protect their intellectual 
property. 

The Guardian has confirmed it has 
prevented OpenAI from deploying 
software that harvests its content. 


Generative AI technology - the term 
for products that generate convinc- 
ing text, image and audio from simple 
human prompts - has dazzled the 
public since a breakthrough version 
of ChatGPT was launched last year. 

However, it has also raised a range 
of concerns, from fears about the 
mass production of disinformation 
to worries about the way in which 
such tools are built. 

The technology behind ChatGPT 
and similar tools is “trained” by being 
fed vast amounts of data culled from 
the open internet, including news 
articles, which enable the tools to pre- 
dict the likeliest word or sentence to 
come after the user’s prompt. 

OpenAI, which does not disclose 
the data that helped build the model 
behind ChatGPT, announced in 
August that it would enable web- 
site operators to block its web 
crawler from accessing their con- 
tent, although the move does not 
allow material to be removed from 
existing training datasets. Anumber 
of publishers and websites are now 
blocking the GPTBot crawler. 

A spokesperson for Guardian 
News & Media, the publisher of the 
Guardian and Observer, said: “The 
scraping of intellectual property from 


the Guardian’s website for commer- 
cial purposesis, and has always been, 
contrary to ourterms of service. The 
Guardian’s commercial licensing 
team has many mutually beneficial 
commercial relationships with devel- 
opers around the world, and looks 
forward to building further such rela- 
tionships in the future.” 

According to Originality.ai, which 
detects Al-generated content, sites 
now blocking the GPTBot crawler, 
which takes web data to feed into its 
AI models - include CNN, Reuters, 
the Washington Post, Bloomberg, the 
New York Times and its sports site 
the Athletic. Other sites that have 
blocked GPTBot include Lonely 
Planet, Amazon, the job listings site 
Indeed, the question-and-answersite 
Quora and dictionary.com. 


‘Scraping intellectual 
property has always 


been contrary to 
our terms of service’ 


Spokesperson 
Guardian News & Media 


This week British book publishers 
urged Rishi Sunak to make protecting 
the intellectual property rights of the 
creative industries part of theagenda 
for a forthcoming UK-hosted sum- 
mit on AI safety. The letter from the 
Publishers Association, which repre- 
sents publishers of digital and print 
books as wellasresearch journals and 
educational content, asks the prime 
minister to make clear at the Novem- 
ber summit that intellectual property 
law must be respected when AI sys- 
tems are being built. 

In July Elon Musk imposed tweet- 
reading limits on his Twitter platform, 
now rebranded X, toaddress what he 
claimed were “extreme levels of data 
scraping” by AI firms. 

Google’s privacy policy nowstates 
that the company - which uses web 
crawlers to help find search results 
- may collect publicly available infor- 
mation to train models for Google’s 
AI products which include the Bard 
chatbot. This week Meta, the owner 
of Facebook and Instagram as wellas 
a major AI developer, introduced a 
privacy policy that allows users to say 
they donot want their personalinfor- 
mation used for training AI models. 

OpenAI was contacted for 
comment. 
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Woman's 
33 year 
mullet 
love affair 
that grew 
into world 
record 


Ramon Antonio Vargas 


What does one get by going 33 years 
without a haircut? The world record 
for the longest women’s mullet. 

Tennessee’s Tami Manis, 58, had 
always admired the short-in-the- 
front, long-in-the-back hairstyle 
made popular in the 1980s and 
1990s by the actor Patrick Swayze, 
the musician Billy Ray Cyrus and the 
footballer Chris Waddle, among other 
heart-throbs. 

Manis had a good mullet going in 
the autumn of 1989 when she had it 
cut and immediately felt regret. 

In February 1990 she went back 
to the salon: the last time she would 
trim the back of her hair. She said she 
has not cutit since, and it now meas- 
ures 172.7cm (5ft 8in ). 

In an interview with Guinness 
World Records, Manis spoke this 
week about her path to clinching 
what is arguably one of the record 
book’s more unusual achievements. 
She revealed how the music video 
for the 1985 song Voices Carry by the 
group ’Til Tuesday inspired her to 
begin growing her hair particularly 
long in the back. 

“The [singer] had a rat tail,” said 
Manis, a public health nurse from 
Knoxville, which is home to the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee. “And I really 
wanted one of those.” 

Unsurprisingly, it is a frequent 
topic of conversation with friends, 


| News 


A Emma Corrin 
with a mullet 

in June. The 
salon owner 
Ricky Walters 
applauds the 
style’s gender 
fluidity 
PHOTOGRAPH: 
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< After 33 years 
Tami Manis, of 
Tennessee, is 
the proud owner 
of the world’s 
longest female 
‘competitive’ 
mullet 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
GUINNESS WORLD 
RECORDS 


Back of the neck - and still scoring 
The hairstyle that refused to die 


Affectionately known as any of 
the following: a neck warmer; 
a Tennessee top hat, or a party 
at the back, mullets might be 
the most polarising hairstyle in 
history, but they’re also the cut 
that refuses to die. 

Salons across the country are 
reporting a surge in demand 
for the haircut which Vogue 
describes as “history’s most 
divisive”. On TikTok, the mullet 
hashtag has over 12.8bn views 
while on Instagram, The Mullet 
Society, a fan account dedicated 
to rating wearers’ styles has more 
than 20k followers. “Lavish and 
luscious,” reads one caption. 

The style is defined by hair 
left noticeably longer at the 
back. Stars such as David Bowie 


: popularised the look in the 1970s. 
: Fast forward to 2023 and pop stars 
: including Lil Nas and Miley Cyrus 
: are embracing the choppy cut. 


In March, the Irish actor Paul 


Mescal, star of Normal People and 
1 : Aftersun, collected his first Oscar 
: while sporting a micro mullet. 


The subversive style has cropped 


: up on the catwalks at Gucci and 

: Stella McCartney too while at the 

: Met Gala, Timothée Chalamet, star 
: of Call Me By Your Name and the 

: model Amber Valetta both revealed 
: back-of-the-neck grazing cuts. 


“Its a gender fluid style,” says 


: Ricky Walters, owner of Salon64 in 
: London. Non-binary actors such as 
: Emma Corrin have been pictured 

: on the red carpet with spiky 

: mullets. Chloe Mac Donnell 


family and passing acquaintances, 
many of whom do not even realise 
how long her mulletis until she turns 
around. As she told Guinness World 
Records, many people remembered 
her simply because of her mullet. 

“The weirdest thing I find is that 
people remember me from years 
ago,” Manis said. 

Last year, Manis signed up to 
compete in the US mullet champi- 
onships, which annually draws more 
than 1,000 applicants. Judges evalu- 
ating the “length, style, uniqueness 
and showmanship” of each mullet 
awarded Manis the competition’s 
$300 (£238) runner-up prize - the 
top $500 prize went to Alexa Lind- 
sey of Holland, Michigan, who has 
since died, records show. 

Guinness World Records then 
created its own record category for 
longest competitive mullet. Manis 
felt she had a shot, so she applied to 
be considered for the female record, 
a process that involved document- 
ing the length of her hair by video. 

She eventually learned by email 
that she had secured the title when 
she received the package containing 
her Guinness World Records certifi- 
cate recognising her as the woman 
with the world’s longest mullet. 

“When Iopened it, I thought: ‘This 
isamazing,” she said. Manis said her 
set of good genes had helped her grow 
her hair as long and thick as it is. 

She said she washed her mullet 
with argan oil products and usually 
kept it braided because her mullet 
was longer than she is tall. 

On its website, Guinness World 
Records notes that the mullet never 
really died out, even ifits popularity 
faded in the latter part of the 1990s. 

After many salons closed during 
Covid, mullets enjoyed aresurgence. 

Manis said she never bothered 
tracking the ebbs and flows of mul- 
let popularity. “I have just kept the 
hairstyle,” Manis said. 


Sandal of the 
season appears 
on catwalks ... 
and Kim's feet 


a g J 


A Black fisherman sandals worn by 
an influencer in Düsseldorf in May 


Morwenna Ferrier 


North Korea may be one of the least 
accessible and most authoritarian 
countries inthe world, butits leader, 
Kim Jong-un, may be emerging as 
one of the most fashion-aware 
politicians, 

On arecent visit to the naval com- 
mand of the Korean People’s Army 
to mark Navy Day, the elusive leader 
donned a pair of “mandals”, teaming 
his stone-coloured suit with a pair of 
light grey fisherman sandals worn, 
naturally, with socks. 

Last month, Vogue magazine 
declared these shoes the footwear 
ofthe season, while John Lewis said 
sales of its Lisbon Fisherman sandals 
were up 200% from last summer. By 


contrast, Birkenstock sales were up 
just 63%. 

Somewhere between a shoe and 
a sandal, the style usually features 
interwoven straps and a buckle 
round the ankle. A version made by 
the ultra-expensive label The Row 
comes in at about £1,000, 

Inspired by the shoes worn by 
Mediterranean fishers in the 1940s, 
Grenson owner Tim Little, whose 
Quincey fisherman-style sandals 
have been a bestseller this summer, 
said the style had been around for 
centuries. “It’s ashoe that allows your 
feetto breathe and mostimportantly 
allows the water to drain away,’ he 
said, adding it was also a sign people 
had moved on from the “ugly san- 
dals” that dominated the pandemic. 

Fisherman sandals also appeared 
onthe Gucciand Prada catwalks and 


S4 


A Kim Jong-un in his grey fisherman 
sandals on Navy Day in Pyongyang 


the shop floors of Dr Martens and 
Marks & Spencer. Fans include Hailey 
Bieber and Taylor Swift. 

Kim’s footwear has captured atten- 
tion before. In 2015 he was reportedly 
seen wearing a pair of Shinuiju train- 
ers, leading to countless nationals 
wearing fake versions. In 2018, South 
Korean newspaper Chosun Ilbo sug- 
gested insoles in his brogues had 
added an extra inch to his height. 

John Everard, the UK ambassa- 
dor to North Korea from 2006 to 
2008, told the Guardian he had not 
noticed Kim’s sandals before. But he 
pointed out: “He also has a private 
life, so what he wears on his yacht 
could be anything.” He added: “We 
do know he likes the good things of 
life though - food, cars, things like 
that, soit’s quite possible he has dis- 
covered fashionable shoes too.” 
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Football promos 


Pose in lederhosen 


for a beer ad? Why 


Kane got off lightly 


Esther Addley 


arry Kane may have 

thought he had done 

enough to avoid 

wearing lederhosen 

- and the birth of his 

fourth child seemed 
to offer a pretty good excuse. But 
the contractual demands of the 
brewer Paulaner, the long-term 
sponsor of his new club, Bayern 
Munich, are unambiguous - and 
permit no exceptions. 

And so, while the arrival of 
Henry Edward Kane on 20 August 
meant the England captain missed 
the annual leather-clad team 
photoshoot, in which the players 
dress in traditional Bavarian 
costume and gurn with glasses of 
frothing beer, there was no escape 
when he returned to work this week. 

Kane’s shorts may have been 
“a little bit tight”, he said after 
reluctantly forcing down some 
German sausage at a photocall 
(conspicuously, no Paulaner beer 
was drunk), but as he and every 
other footballer knows, what club 
sponsors want, club sponsors get. 
You may be one of the best paid 
people on the planet, but if your 
contract requires you to dispense 
with your dignity in embroidered 
German leather - suck it up. 

It could have been worse, after 
all. Did the Croatian centre-back 
Dejan Lovren know, when he 
signed for Liverpool in 2014, that he 
would one day find himself shaving 
a balloon as part of Nivea Men’s 


longstanding partnership with the 
club? His bewildered expression in 
the accompanying advert would 
suggest not. 

Atleast he is not ridiculed for 
his technique when de-fuzzing his 
own chest, as befalls Alex Oxlade- 
Chamberlain in another ad - “Ooh 
that’s poor shaving performance!” 
exclaims a commentator as James 
Milner and Joe Gomez, and the 
entire viewing public, wince. 

These are filmic masterpieces, 
however, compared with the 
output of repeat offenders 
Manchester United. Take 2013, 
for instance - the year Ryan Giggs 
made his 1,000th appearance 
for the club, helping them win 
the Premier League in Sir Alex 
Ferguson’s final season. He found 
himself filming a Japanese advert 
for tomato juice, attempting some 
terrible Japanese with a grin and 
uplifted finger in a much-mocked 
advert for the manufacturer 
Kagome, which had signed a three- 
year deal with the club. 

Does dubbing Robin van Persie 
with bizarrely loud gulping noises 
really appeal to the Japanese 
beverage consumer? The results of 
his endorsement, alongside Giggs, 
Michael Carrick and home star 
Shinji Kagawa, are not recorded. 

Giggs also made an appearance 
in another memorably bad advert 
that year, though he is far from 
the worst offender in the promo 
for the wine giant Casillero del 
Diablo, “official wine partner of 
Manchester United”. Watching 
the advert today provokes many 
questions: was CGI really that 
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Y Bayern Munich’s Thomas Müller, 
Harry Kane and Alphonso Davies 
during a photocall for Paulaner beer 
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As every footballer 
knows, what sponsors 


want, sponsors get 


terrible in 2013? Why does the 

clip for a Manchester team show 

a mysterious shape zooming past 
the Houses of Parliament in, er, 
London? But most of all - why was 
Wayne Rooney given a dramatic 
acting part? 

“Guys we havea problem,” 
robotic Rooney tells a troubled 
Patrice Evra and, in comparison, 
frankly Oscar-worthy Giggs. Anew 
devil is arriving, Rooney tells them. 
“They say. He isa legend.” The 
pitch explodes, and Rooney strokes 
his chin, ominously. In the next 
advert for the brand, he was very 
noticeably not given a speaking part. 

There is plenty more Rooney 
content out there - a 2016 tie-up 
between the club and 20th 
Century Fox required him to nod 
meaningfully at the superhero 
Deadpool, now apparently playing 
for United, in one particularly 
bizarre TV promo. 

It’s not as if no good adverts have 
arisen from team contracts - the 
Brazilian selei¢do’s collective efforts 
for Nike before the 1998 World 
Cup in France, in which Ronaldo, 
Romario, Roberto Carlos and others 
have a kickabout in an airport, is 
rightly regarded as a classic (having 
John Woo as a director doesn’t 
hurt). A few years later, Neymar, 
Robinho and Ganso even managed 
to make it through a parody of 
Beyoncé’s Single Ladies on behalf 
of the chicken firm Seara without 
embarrassing themselves too badly. 

For pure mortification, little can 
top the Blackburn Rovers advert 
for Venky’s chicken in 2011 after 
the Indian poultry giant’s owners 
bought the club. The players, 
including David Dunn, Ryan Nelsen 
and Michel Salgado, stand ina 
circle before making the sign of 
the cross, for some reason - not 
necessarily a good sign before one 
eats. They then sit and tuck into 
plates of brightly coloured chicken 
with conspicuous relish - we are 
presumably meant to ignore the 
players giggling in the background. 

“Thad to pretend to love it 
but the truth is, one bite and my 
stomach was in knots,” Salgado 
told FourFourTwo later that year. 
However, “if it’s on behalf of the 
club you can’t say no”. 

In any event, “everyone’s talking 
about it, so it worked”. Twelve 
years on, he’s right. 


Tourists on jetskis reportedly 
shot after straying into Algeria 


Angelique Chrisafis 
Paris 


Algerian authorities are believed to 
have shot dead at least one Moroccan 
tourist after a group of holidaymakers 
accidentally strayed into Algerian 
waters on jetskis, one of the survi- 
vors told Moroccan media. 
Mohamed Kissi said that the group 
of friends on jetskis had got lost off 
the coast and strayed in Algerian 
waters when his brother, Bilal Kissi, 
was shot dead; another man, Abdelali 
Merchouer, was missing, presumed 
dead. The men were reported to have 
French-Moroccan dual nationality. 


Morocco has opened an investi- 
gation into the death, local media 
reported. 

The group came under fire after 
taking a wrong turn off the beach 
resort of Saidia on Morocco’s north- 
east tip on Tuesday, the Moroccan 
news website Le360 reported. The 
men had crossed the maritime bor- 
der between Morocco and Algeria. 

A fourth man, Smail Snabe, also 
French-Moroccan, was arrested by 
the Algerian coastguard and appeared 
before a prosecutor on Wednesday, 
Le360 said. 

“We got lost but we kept going until 
we found ourselves in Algeria,” Kissi 
told the Moroccan website Al Omk. 


“We knew wewerein Algeria because 
ablack Algerian dinghy came towards 
us [and those onboard] fired at us,” 
he said. “Thank God I wasn’t hit, but 
they killed my brother and my friend. 
They arrested my other friend. Five 
bullets hit my brotherand my friend.” 

Kissi said he was picked up by the 
Moroccan navy, which took him back 
to the Saidia marina. 

Bilal Kissi, 29, had two young 
daughters, Moroccan media reported. 
He was buried in Saidia on Thursday. 

In Morocco, the prosecutor’s office 
began investigating the death of one 
of the young men “after the discovery 
of his body on the beach at Saidia”, 
the Al Omk website reported. 

Merchouer’s father, Mustafa 
Merchouer, told Reuters he believed 
his son was dead and wanted to 
bury him. “I appeal to Moroccan 
and Algerian authorities to reach an 
agreement to bring my son back to 


me to observe a proper funeral and 
burial for him,” he said. 

The French foreign ministry 
reported only one death, saying 
another of its citizens was jailed in 
“an incident involving several of our 
nationals”. Paris did not release the 
identity of the person it said had been 
killed. The French foreign ministry 
saidits “crisis support centre and our 
embassies in Morocco and Algeria 


H AN k i S i 
A The funeral in Saïdia on Thursday 
of Bilal Kissi, one of the tourists 


are in close contact with our fellow 
citizens’ families, to whom we are 
offering every support”. 

Theincident came against a back- 
drop of increased tensions between 
Algeria and Morocco, exacerbated 
by the long-running dispute over 
the territory of Western Sahara. The 
border between the north African 
nations has been closed since 1994 
and Algiers severed ties with Rabat in 
2021 after accusing its neighbour of 
“hostile acts”, an accusation Morocco 
called “completely unjustified”. 

When asked about the reported 
shooting on Thursday, a Moroccan 
government spokesperson, Musta- 
pha Baitas said only that it was “a 
matter for the judiciary”. 

There was noimmediate comment 
from the Algerian side. 


Additional reporting 
Agence France-Presse 


Unhealthy lunch 
Cancer link to bacon 
used in school meals 
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A former environment secretary 
is to take a consultancy role witha 
waste management firm that had to 
pay £36,000 after an Environment 
Agency investigation found contami- 
nation of groundwater at a site. 
George Eustice, who served as the 
secretary of state for environment, 
food and rural affairs from February 
2020 until September 2022, is joining 


Augean Ltd, a waste treatment com- 
pany with sites across Britain. 

The Advisory Committee on Busi- 
ness Appointments (Acoba) gave 
Eustice permission to take the role 
as a strategic adviser, responsible for 
providing “strategic counsel [...] on 
how to navigate existing permitting 
and regulatory regimes’ processes 
[and] offering wider advice on 
the environment, social and govern- 
ance issues”. 

He is banned from lobbying the 
government or using his contacts in 


Whitehall on behalf of Augean until 
September 2024. 

Eustice declined to answer ques- 
tions on how much he would be paid 
for his role and what experience 
he would rely on in his labours for 
Augean. He added that if a financial 
interest did arise it would be declared 
through the parliamentary register. 

In Acoba’s advice letter, neither 
Eustice nor the Department for Envi- 
ronment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(Defra) made any mention of the 
investigation by the Environment 


Former environment secretary given role 
with waste firm fined for contamination 


Agency, an arms-length body of 
the department. 

The investigation led to Augean 
South Ltd, a subsidiary of Augean, 
paying £25,000 to an environmen- 
tal charity in Northamptonshire 
where their site is located, as well as 
£11,058.90 to cover the costs of the 
Environment Agency investigation. 

The groundwater contamination 
was discovered during routine 
inspections by Augeanin March 2020, 
with the Environment Agency find- 
ing Augean “negligently exceeded 


its environmental permits”. The 
agency investigated a discharge in 
2020 that had a “short-term impact 
on wildlife”. It said it was satisfied 
Augean had taken appropriate action 
to resolve the situation. 

Eustice told Acoba that a meet- 
ing in April 2023 with a partner ofa 
private equity firm that is a share- 
holder in Augean had led to the job 
offer being made. 

Augean said neither it nor the pri- 
vate equity firm had had any contact 
with Eustice before the conclusion of 
the agency’s undertaking. 

Christine Jardine, the Liberal Dem- 
ocrats’ Cabinet Office spokesperson, 
said: “It is a kick in the teeth that a 
former secretary of state responsible 
for overseeing environmental degra- 
dation is now working for a firm that 
has been fined for these very acts.” 

Defra declined to comment. 


Villagers 
in Dorset 
fed up with 
the ‘Wyke 
whiff’ 


Steven Morris 


he Dorset village 

of Wyke Regis has 

a lot going for it: 

sunsets across Lyme 

Bay, views of Chesil 

beach’s spectacular 
pebbly sweep, proximity to great 
swimming and sailing spots. 

But local people are not having 
a great time of it at the moment 
thanks to what has been called the 
“Wyke whiff”, an unpleasant smell 
that forces them to keep windows 
shut and ruins the simple pleasure 
of sitting out in the sunshine. 

“It’s been horrendous,” said 
Brenda Gibb, who has lived in Wyke 
for more than 20 years. “We haven’t 
been able to relax in the garden and 
have to keep our windows closed... 
I’m dubious about putting washing 
out on the line and I’ve had a sore 
throat. I can’t say it is connected to 
the smell but I just don’t know.” 

The blame is being put squarely 
at the gates of the Wessex Water 
sewage treatment works at the end 
of Langton Avenue. 

“We accept on occasion there 
will bea smell,” said Gibb. “But 
not like this. It’s really depressing. 

I pay £65 a month for my water 


bills. Then you hear how much the 
shareholders get and all I want is 
to be able to sit outside in my back 
garden. It peeves mea bit.” 

Ian and Barbara Goddard moved 
to Wyke two-and-a-half years ago. 
“We did our research before we 
moved,” said Ian. “We were told 
they had done a lot of work on the 
site and there wasn’t a problem, but 
it’s been smelly this summer.” 

“You become wary of having 
visitors,’ said Barbara. “We’ve 
invested in lots of scented candles.” 

The Wyke Regis community 
Facebook page is packed with 
comments about the whiff. “It’s 
disgusting, makes us feel sick,” said 
one person. Another posted: “I’m 
sure it had something to do with my 
asthma worsening, plus very itchy 
nose and eyes.” 

Not everyone, however, is 
sympathetic, with some criticising 
people who moved near to a sewage 
works for daring to complain 
about the odour. Others suggest 


what they are actually smelling 
is seaweed, or claim people are 
imagining it. 

And some business people deny 
knowing anything about it. Keith 
Smith, who runs a campsite a few 
hundred metres from the site, said 
there was no problem. One cafe 
worker said they had never heard of 
the Wyke whiff, let alone smelled it. 

The odour is not constant. It 
comes and goes, sometimes strong, 
at others more subtle, and the wind 
direction dictates who may be 
worst affected on any given day. 

But “stop the stink” notices 
have appeared around the site 
and someone has been delivering 
letters to people asking: “Fed up 
with the Wyke whiff?” and advising 
them to contact Wessex Water. 

After weeks of complaints, 
Wessex Water wrote a carefully 
worded letter to residents saying 
it was investigating “any potential 
source of any change in odour”. 

It said: “Our teams are reviewing 


<4 Glorious views of Chesil beach can 
be had from Wyke Regis, but Brenda 
Gibb, below, is ‘peeved’ by the smell 
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site treatment processes and the 
operation of our odour control 
system, in addition to completing 
odour monitoring. 

“As a precaution, we have 
completed a proactive refresh of 
the odour scrubber towers and 
internal inspection of the vessels. 
Furthermore we have organised for 
a specialist company to complete a 
full service of the odour system.” 

It asked people to keep a journal: 
“Tf you are noticing a change in 
odour, we would encourage you 
to keep an odour diary noting the 
dates and times of any issues so 
we can build an accurate map of 
the area and times affected as this 
information will help our ongoing 
investigation. We apologise for any 
inconvenience caused.” 

Kate Wheller, a Dorset councillor 
who lives in Wyke, said her inbox 
had been full of complaints about 
the smell. “Wessex Water has 
been on the defensive. I think it’s 
because water companies have 
been taking a battering. They are 
feeling beleaguered. But people 
just want to know they are being 
taken seriously.” 

The £30m “state of the art” 
plant opened in 2002, using “the 
latest technology to deal much 
more effectively with sewage from 
Weymouth and Portland”. In 2018 
“refurbishment of the ventilation 
and odour control systems” took 
place. Wessex Water, which was 
taken over by the Malaysian 
infrastructure firm YTL in the same 
year the plant opened, confirmed 
it had launched an investigation 
into the source of “any change” 
in odour at the site, which it said 
“treats sewage and wastewater 
to a standard so it can be safely 
returned to the environment”. 

Another resident, Ian Cox, 
called the whiff “a cross between 
an old nappy and mould... It’s a bit 
embarrassing. What’s Wyke famous 
for at the moment? A smell.” 
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Heads in race to find 
new classrooms as 
ministers criticised 
over safety scandal 


© Continued from page 1 


Hampshire, Warwickshire and Cum- 
bria. Many headteachers and estates 
managers spent the day searching 
for libraries, marquees or vacant 
office blocks in which to set up tem- 
porary schools. Some schools are 
switching toremote learning, despite 
ministers saying this should be only 
alast resort. 

Priti Patel, the Conservative for- 
mer home secretary, increased 
pressure on the government over its 
handling of the crisis, saying she was 
“extremely concerned” about the 
safety risk posed by Raac, present in 
five schools in her Kent constituency. 

She told the Guardian that minis- 
ters “must act quickly and effectively 
to address this problem, make our 
school buildings safe and respond to 
the questions and concerns that have 
been raised”. 

Ministers are so far refusing to 
list the affected schools or 34 other 
public buildings found up until now 
to feature Raac, including 24 hospi- 
tals, seven court buildings and four 
Department for Work and Pensions 
facilities. Harrow crown court was 
reportedly forced to shut last week 
because of the material. 

The shadow education secretary, 
Bridget Phillipson, called for the edu- 
cation secretary, Gillian Keegan, to 
answer questions on the crisis in par- 
liament on Monday “to give families 
and school staff clear assurances that 
schools are safe”. 

The government has long known 
about the dangers with Raac. In 2021 
the Cabinet Office’s Office of Gov- 
ernment Property sent out a formal 
notice, warning that the material was 
“now life-expired and liable to col- 
lapse” with minimal or no notice. 

Mary Foy, the Labour MP for City 
of Durham, said she was “utterly 
appalled” that St Leonard’s school 
in her constituency was among sev- 
eral told on Thursday it must close, 
despite the fact that Raac had been 
found back in the spring. 

“That the school has only been 
informed days before term was due 
to begin beggars belief?” she said. 

In Southend, parents of children 
with special needs, including severe 
learning difficulties, were only called 
on Thursday to tellthem Kingsdown 
school would be closed next week. 

The situation was “awful”, said 
Lydia Hyde, a Labour councillor, who 
said a plan should have been made 
in March when the school was first 
inspected. 

“It causes a huge amount of chaos 
forthese children, it’s not suitable to 
putupa marquee ina field,” she said. 


100 


Millions of 
pounds the 
school repairs 
may cost the 
taxpayer. 
Many experts 
anticipate 
the problem 


growing 


Facing anger from heads and 
unions, the government meanwhile 
U-turned after saying on Thursday 
that it would not pay for schools in 
England to find or erect temporary 
structures. Itwillalso pay forthe costs 
of repairs, which James Porter, part- 
ner at Rapleys, a building surveying 
firm that has been checking schools 
for Raac, said would probably cost at 
least £100m. Many experts anticipate 
the problem growing further. 

“We are very much at the begin- 
ning of solving the problem and time 
is running out before an incredibly 
serious incident could take place,” 
he said. 

Costs could rise significantly if it 
becomes more economical in the long 
termto demolish and rebuild. In Shef- 
field, works at Abbey Lane primary 
school are set to cost £620,000. 

It remains unclear what triggered 
the Department for Education this 
week to order schools to immedi- 
ately shut any buildings made with 
Raac, a shift from previous policy that 
required such action only in high-risk 
cases. Officials said it was due to “a 
small number of cases where Raac 
has failed with no warning”. 

Gibb said that “a beam that hadno 
sign ... that it was a critical risk and 
was thought to be safe collapsed”. 
He added that the government was 
taking a “very cautious approach” 
and that he would be happy for his 
nieces and nephews to sit in a class- 
room propped up by asteel girder. 

But Phillipson said: “Children sat 
underneath steel girders to protect 
them from the ceiling falling in - the 
defining image of 13 years of a Con- 
servative-run education system.” 

In Essex alone, 50 local authority- 
maintained schools are reported to 
contain Raac. With systems already 
in place at all but three of them, most 
will be open as usual. There will be 
remote lessons at one school. 

Atone Surrey school, toilet blocks 
are now off-limits, with festival-style 
toilets being brought in. The gov- 
ernments in Northern Ireland and 
Scotland have announced they are 
checking schools for Raac. Figures 
obtained by the Scottish Liberal Dem- 
ocrats showed that the substance was 
in at least 35 schools in Scotland. 

Bradford city council said it would 
take two to four months to install 
temporary buildings at two of its 
schools where Raac had been found. 

East Lothian council said it was 
keeping children who were expect- 
ing to move up to secondary school 
in their former primary schools. They 
will besent tolessons suchas science 
and home economics at the affected 
secondary school. 


How the 


schools’ 


building 


Crisis 


unfolded 


n Thursday, the 

emails started 

to arrive in 

headteachers’ 

inboxes. Ministers 

in the Department 
for Education said their schools 
had been built using potentially 
dangerous Raac concrete and 
would need to close or partly close. 

Within hours, parents and 
children had been informed. Many 
were left angry and confused by the 
timing of the announcement, days 
before the start of a new school 
year. Schools across England had 
little time to improvise temporary 
classrooms, or to arrange to 
share space with their unaffected 
counterparts. 

Most schools will open as usual - 
but for tens of thousands of pupils 
the new academic year will start 
like no other. By last night the list 
of affected schools stretched from 
Hampshire to Cumbria, with many 
others still waiting to discover if 
they also needed urgent repairs. 

“It’s been extremely stressful,” 
one teacher at an impacted school 
told the Guardian. “An absolute 
nightmare.” 


Headteacher 


Caroline Evans 
(standing) and 
colleagues in 
atemporary 
staffroom in the 
corridor of Parks 
primary school 
in Leicester, 
which has a 
Raac roof 
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At Kingsdown school in 
Southend-on-Sea, a special 
educational needs (SEN) 
establishment that educates 
children with “complex needs” 
including cerebral palsy, Down’s 
syndrome and autism, councillors 
and teachers were told to close its 
main building on Thursday and 
not return, leaving staff to phone 
parents urgently. 

Lydia Hyde, Labour and 
Co-operative party councillor 
for Southend-on-Sea borough 
council, said the families of pupils 
at Kingsdown had been thrown into 
chaos. “It’s difficult enough to get 
babysitting arrangements, but for 
children with additional needs it’s 
virtually impossible,” she said. 

“We're going to see parents not 
being able to go to work, siblings 
where parents would have taken 
them to school might not be able to. 

“There is specialist and bespoke 
equipment, specifically designed 
for achild’s needs, which at present 
cannot be retrieved because we are 
not allowed into the building.” 

Hyde said the timing of the 
decision was baffling, not least 
because DfE inspectors were aware 
of Raac at the school in the spring. 

“There will be big questions 
asked about how this was allowed 
to happen, why the families have 


been thrown into such chaos,” she 
said. “When you have a school with 
pupils dealing with such complex 
needs, surely, once you know there 
is Raac, the government should 
have a contingency plan in place? 
This has come as a huge shock to 
parents and teachers. The question 
is why on earth wasn’t there a plan.” 

Southend-on-Sea council said it 
has been working with the school 
and DfE to discuss and develop 
contingency plans. 

Louise Robinson, headteacher of 
Kingsdown school, said: “Instead 


Singlewell 
primary school 
in Gravesend, 
Kent, wherea 
roof collapsed 
in 2018. Signs 
of structural 
stress had not 
appeared until 
24 hours before 
the roof fell 
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156 


The number 

of schools 

with Raac 
identified so far, 
according to the 
government. 
The DfE has told 
104 education 
facilities to close 
buildings 


of preparing to welcome our 
students back to class, we’re having 
to call parents to have very difficult 
conversations about the fact the 
school is closed next week. We’re 
hoping a solution can be found 
that allows us to open the school, 
at least partially, but that relies on 
ensuring the safety of our pupils 
and staff, and approval by DfE.” 
Across Essex, the county with 
at least 65 of the Raac-identified 
schools, parents are scrambling to 
find out if their children will be able 
to go to school next week. 


How to recognise Raac panels 


Distinctive 
chamfer shows as 
a V-shaped groove 
between panels 


White or light grey 
if not painted 


Underside of panel 
appears smooth 


Panels are typically 
60cm wide 


i Inside appears bubbly, like an Aero 
' bar, without the stones visible in 
| traditional concrete 
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Source: DfE reinforced autoclaved aerated concrete (Raac): Identification guidance, August 2023 


Parents at St Andrew’s junior 
school in Hatfield Peverel, Essex, 
have been left reeling by the 
decision on Thursday to close the 
school because of an unsafe roof. 

One father of a child at the school 
said: “The school has not made any 
alternative provisions to use any 
other building in the area, although 
we donot blame the school for this 
situation. They have ordered some 
temporary classrooms which may 
arrive by mid September. 

“We are hearing that our children 
will have to use remote learning 
again, which is heartbreaking for 
children still getting over the Covid 
lockdown.” 

Another parent at the same 
school said: “We want answers 
from the government - why leave it 
so late before telling everyone that 
the schools had to be closed?” 

The government has refused to 
reveal the 104 education facilities 
told to close buildings. Critics have 
warned that the problems with 
Raac could be far wider. 

The frustration of parents and 
teachers has prompted senior 
Conservatives to demand clarity 
and answers. Priti Patel, the 
former home secretary whose 
constituency of Witham includes 
St Andrew’s and four other schools 
affected by Raac, said: “Ministers 
need to explain why the decision to 
close schools was not taken sooner 
so schools and parents could 
plan, and why provision had not 
been made sooner, which would 
have prevented the disruption to 
learning and teaching which we are 
now about to see. 

“The government must act 
quickly and effectively to address 
this problem, make our school 
buildings safe and respond to the 
questions and concerns that have 
been raised.” 

Another Essex MP said: “School 
closures are a real vote loser, not 
least because it forces parents to 
take time off work. This particular 
crisis adds to the idea of a 
government in free fall.” 

About 300 miles north of 
Southend, parents at Cockermouth 
school have been told it will 
delay the start of term by a day 
to deal with the Raac issues. In 
correspondence shared with the 
Guardian by Cumberland council, 
the head and chair of trustees 
at the school confirm that four 
corridors, the library and the sports 
hall - where alumni Ben Stokes, 
the English international cricketer, 
took lessons - will be off limits. 

A Cumberland council 
spokesperson said: “We are 
aware of one school which has 
been identified as having some 
elements of its structure made 
by Raac. Cumberland council 


are working with the school and 
the Department for Education to 
provide support where necessary. 
The school are in contact with 
parents directly.” 

Kenneth Hope’s 11-year-old 
daughter was due to start at 
Ferryhill school in County Durham 
on Tuesday - until the family 
were sent an email that said the 
school would not be open until 
11 September. Hope, who has six 
children, said the short notice has 
put his family ina difficult position. 
“My daughter just wants to get 
there, she’s been a bit apprehensive 
about starting secondary school,” 
he told the BBC. 

Bradford council has had to 
restrict access to parts of two of 
its local authority-maintained 
primary schools where Raac has 
been identified: Crossflatts primary 
school and Eldwick primary school. 

Only qualified concrete 
specialists will be able to access 
these areas to assess and carry out 
the required remedial works. At 
least eight teaching spaces across 
both sites have been lost, alongside 
other staffing facilities and the 
kitchen at Crossflatts. Education 
provision will continue in the short 
term with alterations to the safe 
areas so that all children can be 
accommodated on the school sites. 
A longer-term plan is in place to 
provide temporary classrooms, the 
authority said. 

In Leicester, three schools were 
told they have buildings affected 
by Raac which have buildings that 
need to be taken out of use: Parks 
primary, Mayflower primary amd 
Willowbrook Mead primary. 

In the case of Parks and 
Mayflower, which are both local 
authority-maintained schools, 
the notification came before the 
summer holidays and alternative 
accommodation was found for 
in-person teaching. But yesterday 
the DfE also identified Willowbrook 
Mead, an academy-run school, as 
having buildings which had to be 
taken out of use. 

Some schools made decisions 
to close or partly close before 
yesterday’s mass contact from the 
DfE. On 18 August, Corpus Christi 
Catholic school in Brixton, in 
Lambeth, south-west London, said 
it would temporarily relocate 200 
students while remedial work is 
carried out on the roof where Raac 
was discovered. 

Ben Kind, Lambeth council’s 
cabinet member for children 
and families, said: “Like parents, 
schools and councils across 
England, we are concerned about 
the way information on this has 
been shared. The absence ofa 
published list of affected schools 
and the slow release of information 
from the Department for Education 
simply fuels public concern and 
causes further speculation about 
what is actually going on.” 

Nick Gibb, the education 
minister, yesterday insisted he had 
made the announcement “as soon 
as the evidence emerged”, saying 
that experts’ advice about Raac 
had changed over the summer. “It’s 
in 156 schools,” he told GB News. 
“There may be more after that as 
these questionnaires continue to 
be surveyed and we continue to do 
more surveying work.” 
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Alarm among 


A quick history ofa postwar rebuilding material 


Furniture and equipment are 
moved out of Willowbrook Mead to 
a portable building yesterday 
PHOTOGRAPH: JOSEPH WALSHE/SWNS 
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parents at school 


forced to shut over 


safety warning 


schools had buildings made from 
potentially dangerous reinforced 
autoclaved aerated concrete (Raac), 
which has been assessed as being at 


Jes Mur 
Midlands correspondent 


illowbrook risk of collapse. 

Mead primary “It was a bit ofa surprise, the 
academy on kids have just gone back to school, 
the outskirts and we just found out yesterday,” 
of Leicester said Mohammad Younis, who has a 
wasa hive of 10-year-old daughter at the school. 


activity yesterday morning as staff 
moved tables, chairs and bookcases 
from brick buildings into a nearby 
portable cabin. 

But the activity was not the 
usual hustle and bustle of anew 
academic year. Just two days into 
the new term, Willowbrook Mead 
was forced to close its doors to 
students while safety works are 
carried out. 

It is one of anumber of schools 
that have had the beginning of 
term plunged into chaos after the 
government found more than 150 


“It is alarming if something 
like this is there in a lot of schools 


S s ee wr’ 4/4 
The school’s closure came only 
days into the start of the new term 


It was considered an innovative, 
lightweight material that allowed 
the country to rebuild quickly and 


cheaply after the second world war. 


But reinforced autoclaved aerated 


concrete (Raac) is now at the centre J: 


of a mounting national crisis after 
the failure to properly maintain 
mid-century building stock forced 
schools to close just before term 
was due to begin. 

Raac was principally used in 
roofs - and less regularly walls and 
floors - between the 1950s and 
1990s. It was lower-priced and 
easier to shape than traditional 
“dense” concrete, and was not 
made with coarse aggregate. 

Instead it was aerated, giving ita 
“bubbly” effect like the inside of an 
Aero chocolate bar - and was about 
a quarter of the weight of normal 
reinforced concrete. 

But even then it was considered 
less durable, with a lifespan of 
about 30 years. By the 1990s, 
structural engineers found Raac 
was beginning to struggle with 
age - especially on the roofs where 
they were primarily used. 

Being lightweight, Raac was a 
godsend for roofing projects. But 
by its very nature it was much 
more porous - with moisture 
seeping into the holes. This, in 
turn, weakened the material and 
allowed the metal within to begin 
corroding. 

The corrosion caused the Raac 
roof panels to begin to sag, which 
created pools of water when it 
rained. This, in turn, meant that 
more moisture would find its 
way in the roofs - creating a self- 
perpetuating problem. 
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The roof of aprimary school in 


Gravesend, Kent, collapsed in 2018 


In the 1990s, concerns about 


: roof planks designed before the 

: 1980s were raised in a report by the 
: Building Research Establishment. 

: It cited evidence of excessive 

: deflections and cracking in 

: several cases, although it did not 

: suggest an imminent danger. 

: In 2002, further information on 

: performance issues were raised. 


By 2018, very serious safety 


: concerns were being expressed. 

: After a roof collapse at a school 

: in Gravesend, the Standing 

: Committee on Structural Safety 

: (SCOSS) said there was a significant 
: risk of failure of Raac planks. 


Official guidance was produced 


: saying Raac was “now life-expired 

: and liable to collapse” with little 

: warning. This case fired the 

: starting pistol for a wave of new 

: reports on how much danger 

: inhabitants of schools, hospitals 

: and other public buildings could 

: bein. But it was not until Thursday 
: that the government stepped in. 

: And yesterday, the education 

: minister Nick Gibb said that a beam 
: collapse in a building over the 

: summer had sparked the urgent 

: rethink. Kevin Rawlinson 


and it’s taken them this long to 
reach the conclusion that it can be 
dangerous. But I’m sure they are 
sorting it out so the kids can go back 
soon.” 

The school, which has about 
450 pupils and is run by the Mead 
Educational Trust, said it had been 
contacted by the Department for 
Education warning that part of its 
site contained Raac. 

Yesterday, a stream of staff could 
be seen moving chairs and tables 
and boxes of learning materials 
from an affected building into a 
portable cabin on site, while other 
items, including sports equipment, 
were being loaded into vans. 

Workers were at the school, 
climbing on to its flat roof buildings 
and drilling, although staff declined 
to comment on what work was 
being carried out. 

Sarah Ridley, the chief executive 
of the trust, said: “The safety of 
pupils and staff is our first priority 
so we are taking every precaution 
so that no one is put at risk.” 

Anumber of families stopped 
by the school, on the Thurnby 
Lodge estate in east Leicester, at 
lunchtime to pick up free packed 
lunches for their children, and 
pupils are being taught online while 
the building remains closed. But 
the last-minute closure has caused 
problems for some. 

“Pm not able to go to work 
because I can’t take my son with 
me, I’ve had to take time off,” said 
one mother, who asked not be 
named. She has two sons aged eight 
and nine at the school and said she 
first found out about the closure 
when she picked them up from 
school on Thursday. 

“The kids had been kept outside 
the classroom since 1.30pm,” she 
added. “A mum in the playground 
said: ‘Are the kids happy?’ and I 
said: ‘What, to be back at school?’ 
and she said they were closing 
again. I was like: ‘You’re joking?’ 
Especially with them just having 
six weeks off as well. 

“And it’s as frustrating for the 
kids as itis to us. I don’t see how 
they’re going to be able to sort it out 
quickly,” 

The news that a collapsed beam 
at another school over the summer 
had prompted the government to 
issue warnings and close schools 
has caused alarm among some 
parents. “Something could have 
fallen on them. If it’s that bad that 
they’re closing the school, anything 
could have happened. It is quite 
scary,” said the mother. 

“It does feel a bit like we’re 
back in Covid but we’re OK,” said 
another parent. “But you can 
already see work happening on site 
and it seems as if they’re trying to 
fix it as soon as possible.” 
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As well as the immediate crisis 
caused by hundreds of schools 


because of risks from a form of 
concrete construction, there is 

a wider political row brewing as 
people ask why this is happening 


term. Here is what we know. 


known as a problem? 
To an extent, since reinforced 
autoclaved aerated concrete, 

or Raac, started to be used. 

The lightweight construction 
material, predominantly found in 
roofs, was given a usable lifespan 
of only about 30 years. It was 

put into schools and other public 
buildings from the 1950s to the 
mid-1990s, meaning that nearly 
all instances of it are officially 
deemed not fully safe. 

The government says expert 
advice has changed and that in 
the 1990s it was believed that 
even time-expired Raac was not 
arisk. 

Since the roof of a primary 
school in Kent collapsed in 
2018, there have been repeated 
warnings and calls for action, 
with the Local Government 
Association, which represents 
councils, highlighting the issue 
repeatedly to members. 

In 2021 and last year, the 
Office of Government Property 
(OGP) sent out a formal warning 
notice about Raac, stressing that 
the material was “now life- 
expired and liable to collapse” 
and highlighting how collapses 
had happened in schools with 
minimal or no notice. 

Since then the Department 
for Education (DfE) has been 
preparing contingency plans 
for schools. Some experts say 
much more should have been 
done earlier. 

Geoff Wilkinson, a senior 
building inspector, said: “The 
risk has been known about for 
decades. There should have been 
an ongoing maintenance plan for 
these buildings to be upgraded 
and replaced over the last 40 
years. They are all past their 
serviceable lifetime. It’s shocking 
to discover that the maintenance 


facing partial or complete closure 


days before the start of the school 


Nick Gibb, the 
is 


Your questions 
about safety 
crisis answered 


: plan wasn’t in place and there 
: hadn’t been a programme of 
: demolitions.” 


: to ciose SCho 5 

: The stated reason was a spate of 
: incidents in which Raac panels 

: in public buildings - some in 

: schools, some in other institutions 
: - failed without warning. While 

: the DfE has declined to identify 

: any of the locations, the catalyst 
: for the alert is believed to have 

: been the collapse of a beam at an 
: educational building in England 
: last week. 


Given the many warnings 


: about Raac since 2018, there will 
: be questions about why it took 
: more failures to instigate action. 


chools minister h 


: Mead primary 
: academy in 

: Leicester was 

: told to close 

: until repair 

: work has been 
: carried out on 
: Raac panels 


: PHOTOGRAPH: 
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: UNCOVeET the Scal 

: Last year the DfE sent a 
: questionnaire to schools, councils, 
: academy trusts and others, asking 
: them to assess the amount of 

: Raac used in their buildings. 

: The department sent structural 

: engineers to some sites to gauge 

: the amount of Raac and its 

: condition. 


Willowbrook 


N 
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: There has been speculation that 
: government lawyers may have 
: warned ministers of the need 
: to act, but there has been no 
: confirmation of that, nor would 


: there be. Any advice would be 
: confidential. 


Work on site at Abbey Lane 

: primary school in Sheffield, just 

: days before pupils are expected at 
: the start of the autumn term 


The engineers were instructed 


: to rate the risk of failure for any 

: Raac construction, ranging from 

: critical - meaning the relevant 

: rooms, blocks or buildings should 
: beimmediately closed - to high, 

: medium or low. 


This year, the National Audit 


: Office said that of 14,900 schools 

: potentially having Raac, 6,300 had 
: told the DfE they had completed 

: work to identify it. In July, the DfE 
: said 300 schools had had on-site 

: inspections. 


: Yes. Much as with schools, 
: the full extent of any problem 
: remains unknown, but Raac 

: construction was used widely 
: beyond schools and colleges. 


: knock-o1 


i Pupils at Crossflatts primary 


: school in Bingley, West Yorkshire, 
: willbe using temporary classrooms 
: PHOTOGRAPH: CHRISTOPHER THOMOND. 


James Porter, a building 


| : consultancy partner at Rapleys, 
: a property consultancy, said the 
: number of schools with Raac 

: was likely to be considerably 

: higher than those found so 

: far. He is working with the 

: London borough of Hounslow 

: to investigate about 50 schools 

: and said at least 12 were 

_ : suspected of having it. 


To confirm its presence, 


: extensive works are required, 

: involving the removal of false 

: ceilings and asbestos to get to 

: the material, requiring specialist 
: asbestos contractors and 

: scaffolding. 


Porter said: “We are very much 


: at the beginning of solving the 

: problem and time is running 

: out before an incredibly serious 
: incident could take place.” 


In July, the OGP set up 


: a working group to try to 

: coordinate action about potential 
: risks from Raac across public 

: buildings more widely. 


So far, 24 hospitals in England 


: have been found to have Raac- 
: based construction in some or 
| : all parts, with seven requiring 
| : full rebuilding under the 

: government’s existing hospital 
: construction programme. 


Four Department of Work and 


= : Pensions buildings are affected, 
: as well as seven courts, one of 

: which is not being used. More 

: surveys across government 

: buildings are taking place. 


: This, in part, depends on who 

: you believe, or more precisely 

: what the definition is of “capital 
: costs”. 


Guidance to schools, 


: published on Thursday, said 

: that while the DfE would pay 

: for any remedial or rebuilding 

: works, schools would be 

: expected to fund “anything that 
: isan additional revenue cost”, 

: such as the rental of temporary 

: accommodation. 


This prompted an outcry 


: from schools and unions, and by 

: yesterday morning, Nick Gibb, 

: the schools minister, said the DfE 
: would cover all capital spending 

: - which, he said, included 

: paying for any temporary 

: accommodation, such as cabins 

: in playgrounds. He said there had 
: been “some speculation that we 

: won’t cover those costs”. 


It was less speculation 


: than people reading the DfE’s 

: guidance, which was amended 

: overnight to say the only bills 

: the department would not cover 
: would be areas such as extra 

: transport. 
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of university. Had you not done so, 
you would now be a young graduate 
with your whole life ahead of you. 
Now, you constrain yourself to prison 
for all of your best years.” 

He said Ansreen Bukhari’s “head 
was turned” by the “perceived glam- 
our” of theinfluencer world. “A world 


TikTok influencer and Having anvelite relationship 
mother jailed for life for withy onum ==> 


murders of two men wk, \ 


Jessi urray 
Midlands correspondent 


A “self-obsessed” TikTok influ- 
encer has been jailed for life with a 
minimum term of 31 years and eight 
months for her part in the murder of 
two men who died ina fireball when 
their car was rammed off the road 
during a high-speed chase outside 
Leicester. 

Mahek Bukhari, 24, blew a kiss to 
her father as she wasjailed alongside 
her mother, Ansreen Bukhari, who 
was sentenced to a minimum term 
of 26 years and nine months for the 
double murder. 

A three-month trial at Leicester 
crown court heard the pair were part 
ofa group who lured their victims to 
a Tesco car park in February last year 
before pursuing them at speeds of up 
to10omph. 

Saqib Hussain and Mohammed 
Hashim Ijazuddin, both 21 from Ban- 
bury in Oxfordshire, died instantly 


when their car was rammed off the 
road, hit atree and went upin flames. 

Co-defendants Rekhan Karwan, 
29, and Raees Jamal, 23, were also 
jailed for life, with a minimum of 
26 years and 10 months and 31 years 
respectively, for two counts of mur- 
der. Natasha Akhtar, 23, was jailed 
for 11 years and eight months, and 
Ameer Jamal, 28, and Sanaf Gula- 
mustafa, 23, were jailed for 14 years 
and eight months and 14 years and 
nine months respectively for two 
counts of manslaughter. 

Passing sentence yesterday after- 
noon, Judge Timothy Spencer KC 
said Mahek Bukhari’s “tawdry fame” 
through her career as an influencer 
made her “utterly self-obsessed”. 

“TikTok and Instagram are at the 
heart of this case,” he said. “That is 
the reason you, Mahek, dropped out 


> Ansreen, left, and Mahek Bukhari 
were jailed for murdering two men 
who died in a high-speed car crash 
PHOTOGRAPH: UNPIXS/TIKTOK 


far removed from the life you lived 
until then as a mother and house- 
wife,” he said, and that led to her 
starting an affair with Hussain. 

The trial heard Hussain had reacted 
badly when Ansreen tried to end their 
relationship, threatening to send sex- 
ually explicit photos to her husband 
if she did not repay him £3,000 he 
claimed he had spent on her. 

In the early hours of 11 February 
last year, Mahek arranged to meet 
Hussain at a car park in Leicester 
under the pretence of giving him the 
money, and arrived at the scene as 
part of a group of eight people, with 
many wearing face coverings and at 
least one person carrying a weapon. 

When Hussain and Ijazuddin, his 
close friend who had offered to give 
him a lift, arrived they quickly fled, 
and were pursued by the group at 
high speed, leading to the fatal crash. 

Defending Mahek Bukhari, Chris- 
topher Millington KC said “decisions 
were taken and intentions were 
formed on the spur of the moment” 
during the car journey, and “the evi- 
dence does not establishan intention 
to kill”. 
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V&A Dundee drops reference to 
Sacklers over opioid epidemic 


The V&A Dundee has become the 
latest UK museum to remove a ref- 
erence tothe moneyit received from 
the Sacklers amid continuing anger 
over the family’s central role in the 
opioid epidemic in the US. 

The £80m museum, Scotland’s 
first design museum, opened in 2018 
and had amongits donors the Sackler 
Trust, which gave £500,000. Thecon- 
tribution was recognised by a plaque 
inthe entrance hall thatincludes the 
names of other major donors. 

It has now emerged that the Sack- 
ler name was removed last month, 
erasing any public mention of it at 
the museum. The V&A in London 
dropped the name last October, with 


Sackler no longer referred to at the 
museum’s centre forarts education or 
on the £2m Exhibition Road entrance, 
which opened in 2017. 

Members of the Sackler family 
owned Purdue Pharma, the maker 
of the addictive drug OxyContin, 
which is estimated to have caused 
more than 500,000 US overdose 
deaths over two decades. 

Purdue agreed last year to pay up 
to $6bn (£4.7bn) to settle thousands 
of lawsuits with a deal that would 
shield members of the Sackler family 
from further legal action. 

The V&A has faced criticism for 
being slowto drop the Sackler name. 
In 2019 its director, Tristram Hunt, 
said it was proud of the support it had 
received from the family. “We are not 
going to be taking names down or 
denying the past,” he said. 


Butthe museum soon became iso- 
lated as cultural institutions around 
the world followed the example set 
by organisations suchas the National 
Portrait Gallery in distancing them- 
selves from the Sackler family. 

The name was once ubiquitous in 
galleries and universities, from the 
Sackler wing of the Metropolitan 
Museum in New York to the Sackler 
escalator at Tate Modern. Now it is 
difficult to find. 

ASackler family stained-glass win- 
dow remains at Westminster Abbey 
but the abbey notes “withsadness the 


£500k 


Sum donated to the museum by the 
Sacklers. Members of the family 
owned the maker of OxyContin 


suffering caused in the USA by opioid 
addiction. Projects at the abbey are no 
longer supported by charitable trusts 
associated with the Sackler family”. 
When the V&A dropped the Sackler 
name last year the artist and activist 
Nan Goldin said: “The V&A has been 
the last bastion of holdouts in terms 
of those supporting the Sacklers.” 
The move by V&A Dundee was 
welcomed by the Scottish Drugs 
Forum, which previously suggested 
the museum might want to com- 
memorate those who had died of 
drug overdoses. Kirsten Horsburgh, 
the CEO of the forum, said: “The cel- 
ebration of the Sackler bequest was 
inappropriate and the V&A, by this 
action, have acknowledged that. 
“We welcome that, of course. 
Scotland and the city of Dundee, 
specifically, has seen untold damage 
caused by drugsasa result of the war 
on people who use drugs. Sadly that 
approach and attitude continues.” 
A spokesperson for V&A Dundee 
said: “V&A Dundee has removed sig- 
nage relating to the Sackler Trust. It 
was agreed by V&A Dundee’s board 
to remove the final piece of Sackler 
Trust crediting in August 2023.” 


Lost painting 
by Constable 
rediscovered 
after 44 years 


A lost painting by John Constable 
showing a different view of a farm 
cottage that features in one of his 
most celebrated works has been 
rediscovered. 

The oil-on-canvas sketch, thought 
to have been done in situ in 1814, 
shows the rear of Willy Lott’s house, 
which appears in Constable’s 1821 
masterpiece The Hay Wain. 

It was found ina private collection 
in Guernsey and is being auctioned 
on 21 September with a guide price 
of between £80,000 and £120,000, 
but could fetch far more. 

Jonathan Voak, the paintings 
specialist at Martel Maides Auctions, 
said: “This is a remarkable rediscov- 
ery ofa work whose whereabouts has 
been unknown for 44 years. 

“Its location was last recorded 
in 1979 when it appeared in an Ital- 
ian scholarly publication listing the 
works of John Constable.” 

The auction house says the sketch 
hasa “firm provenance” stretching as 
far back as the 19th century, when it 
was owned by Constable’s grandson, 
Hugh Golding Constable, who sold 
it on to the fine art dealers Leggatt 
Brothers. It almost certainly featured 
as number 14, Willy Lott’s House in 
Leggatt’s exhibition mounted in their 
Cornhill Gallery in London in Novem- 
ber 1899, the first to be devoted solely 
to Constable’s work. 

Willy Lott was a tenant farmer who 
lived in Flatford next to the land that 
he farmed, only ever spending four 
nights away. 

For Constable the house became 
emblematic of the rural way of life. 


A Amber de Botton was Rishi 
Sunak’s director of communications 


Former ITV 
journalist quits 
No 10 after less 
than a year 


Senior political correspondent 


Rishi Sunak’s director of communica- 
tions has quit, as the mini-reshuffle 
conducted by Downing Street this 
week took an internal turn. 

The former ITV journalist Amber 
de Botton, who was brought in to 
salvage the government’s sinking 
reputation when Sunak took over 
from Liz Truss as prime minister last 
year, announced yesterday that she 
had “decided it is the right time to 
move on”. 

She provided no explanation for 
the move, but paid tribute to Sunak 
for his support and leadership. 

In a nod to the pressures of the 
job, de Botton said that No 10 was a 
“demanding and high pressure place 
to work”, but added the profession- 
alism and talent of those working 
inside it was exceptional. 

She spent less than a year in the 
role - having joined Sunak’s team at 
the end of October 2022. Previously, 
she had been a senior editor at ITV, 
where she helped craft its coverage 
of the Partygate saga. 

The channel broke several stories 
about the illegal events in Downing 
Street during Boris Johnson’s pre- 
miership. It published leaked footage 
from a fake TV press conference 
where staff joked about a Christmas 
party not being socially distanced. 

Government sources suggested the 
timing of de Botton’s departure was 
not coincidental. It comes days after a 
long-serving former government spe- 
cial adviser, Jamie Njoku-Goodwin, 
was reported to have been lined up 
asthe new No10 director of strategy. 

One insider said the move had put 
“some noses out of joint”, with de 
Botton appearing to have been under- 
mined. “She’s not really in the gang,” 
said another. 

Njoku-Goodwin was said to have 
been brought back in to Downing 
Street by Liam Booth-Smith, a friend 
and Sunak’s chief of staff. 

The previous director of communi- 
cations, Adam Jones, took therolein 
September 2022, but left with the rest 
of the Truss administration whenshe 
resigned after just 49 days in office. 
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Bacon and ham cured with 
cancer chemicals on menu 
at thousands of schools 


De à ( m hell 
Health policy editor 


Thousands of schools are serving 
pupils meals that include meat that 
has been cured with chemicals shown 
toincrease the risk of cancer. 

Localeducation authorities (LEAs) 
across England and Wales have said 
that some or all of their schools are 
using meat that has been treated with 
either nitrites or nitrates. 

They are doing so despite evidence 
thatthe chemicals, commonly used as 
preservatives and to make bacon and 
ham look pink, can be carcinogenic. 
Some scientists and politicians want 
them banned in meat production. 


4 More than 2,000 schools in 
England and Wales are serving meat 
that may contain nitrates or nitrites 
PHOTOGRAPH: BEN BIRCHALL/PA 


The disclosure has prompted con- 
cern that children are being exposed 
to hidden health risks. 

“These extremely worrying find- 
ings make clear that children are 
being exposed tothe potential health 
risks posed by nitrites from a young 
age in schools across the country,” 
said Prof Chris Elliott of Queen’s Uni- 
versity Belfast, whois an expertin the 
role of chemicals in food production. 

In response to freedom of informa- 
tion (FoI) requests, 21 LEAs said all 
their local schools - morethan 2,000 


What are they and are they a health risk? 


Nitrates (NO3) and nitrites 

(NO,) are chemicals that are 

used widely as preservatives 

in processed meats. Nitrates 

are compounds that are found 
everywhere: in water, plants, soil 
and even in raw meat. 

Alone, they are not a health 
risk. It is the process of adding 
nitrites to meat, cooking that 
meat and then ingesting that 
meat that triggers a chemical 
reaction that produces 
nitrosamines, or N-nitroso 
compounds. These nitrosamines 
are carcinogenic. 

The World Health Organization 
warns that processed meat is 
as potentially carcinogenic as 
tobacco and asbestos. 

Consumers have become 
accustomed to seeing bacon and 
ham that is pink in appearance. 


without the use of nitrites, it has 
been grey in appearance and had 
ashorter shelf life. 

What has changed in recent 
years is the introduction of 
new technologies using natural 


While producers have historically l 
been able to make bacon and ham : 


Š } ` l, È res 
:Bacon can be produced 
: without using nitrites § 


: Mediterranean fruit extracts 

: that help to keep the meat pink, 

: creating nitrite-free bacon and ham 
: that has a similar shelf life to the 

: nitrite-cured alternatives. 


This technology is now being 


: used by Finnebrogue, which 

: undertook the Freedom of 

: Information trawl that has found 

: that thousands of schools are using 
: chemical-treated meat. There 

: are other vendors of nitrite-free 

: products, such as M&S, Morrisons 

: and Waitrose. 

: Denis Campbell 
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in total - were serving meat that may 
contain nitrates or nitrites. 

Another 53 LEAs said some of their 
schools did so. Only nine of the 173 
LEAs surveyed said categorically that 
none of their schools used such meat. 

“These figures suggest that chil- 
dreninavery largenumber of schools 
are exposed to unnecessary nitrites; 
potentially frequently,” said Elli- 
ott. “This investigation makes clear 
that the presence of cancer-causing 
nitrites in food is ignored by decision- 
makers, probably to save a few 
pennies per meal.” 

However, 85 LEAs said they did not 
hold information that would enable 
them to respond to the request, so 
the picture across England and Wales 
was incomplete. 

The International Agency for 
Research on Cancer, the World Health 
Organization’s cancer arm, has been 
warning since 2015 that processed 
meat is as potentially carcinogenic 
as tobacco and asbestos. 

Earlierthis year the European Food 
Safety Agency said it had concluded 
that the levels ofnitrites found in food 
in Europe “raise a health concern”. 

Nitrites have been identified as a 
factor that increases therisk of bowel 
cancer. Cases of the disease among 
the under-50s have been rising in the 
US - where rates have gone from 11% 
in 1995 to 20% in 2019 - and in Aus- 
tralia, although thereis as yet no data 
showing a similar trend in the UK. 

Research published in a leading 
American medical journal in 2021 
predicted that bowel cancer would be 
the leading cause of death from can- 
cer among those aged 20-49 by 2040. 

“With rates of bowel cancer in 
young people the highest on record, 
the very real danger posed by nitrites 
is clearer than ever,” said Elliott. 

He reiterated his demand - which 
is backed by other scientists and a 
cross-party group of MPs and peers 
- for the UK government to ban the 
use of nitrites in meat processing. 

Lady Ritchie, a Labour peer, said 
a ban was “well overdue”, adding: 
“Parents have the right to expect their 
children are keptsafein schools, and 
that includes being free from expo- 
sure to the risk of cancer or diabetes 
in the food they eat.” 

The Fol exercise was undertaken 
by Finnebrogue, a Northern Irish 
food business that launched the 
UK’s first brand of nitrite-free bacon 
- Better Naked - in 2018. 

Despite rising concern, minis- 
ters appear unlikely to ban nitrites 
or nitrates. Thomas Vincent, the 
head of chemical safety at the Food 
Standards Agency, said: “Nitrates 
and nitrites are important preserv- 
atives which hinder the growth of 
harmful organisms, in particular the 
bacteria responsible for botulism - 
which can be life-threatening.” 

The Department for Education 
declined to comment. 


Big effort 


needed to 


curb intake 


of ultra 


processed 


food items, 


Say experts 


Science editor 


ealth experts have 
ramped up calls to 
improve the national 
diet in the wake of 
research that paints 
a worrying picture of 
harms linked to the consumption of 
ultra-processed food (UPF). 

Doctors, scientists and dieticians 
say acomprehensive effort is 
needed to boost public health, with 
strategies to combat the aggressive 
marketing of UPF, remove the 
food industry’s influence over 
policymaking and make sure 
healthy foods are affordable, 
accessible and enjoyable. 

“We have a food system driven 
by profit and cost and that makes 
ita challenge, but the solutions 
are out there,” said Duane Mellor, 

a dietitian and senior lecturer 
at Aston University. “It’s not an 
unsolvable problem.” 

Concern over the national 
diet has been fuelled by recent 
studies linking UPF to raised blood 
pressure, heart attacks and strokes 
- findings described as a wake-up 
call for governments worldwide. 
Previously, researchers have found 
higher rates of heart disease, 


Saturday 2 September 2023 The Guardian ee 


obesity, and some cancers in those 
who eat the most UPF. 

Research on UPF typically 
adopts the Nova classification 
developed by Brazilian researchers 
more than a decade ago. It groups 
foods according to how much they 
are processed. 

Group one foods are minimally 
processed or unprocessed, such as 
whole fruit and vegetables, fresh 
meat and fish. Group two foods are 
processed ingredients such as salt, 
sugar and oils. Group three covers 
processed foods such as tinned 
fruit and vegetables. 

Group four covers the ultra- 
processed foods: sweet and 
savoury snacks, ready meals, soft 
drinks and other items that often 
have little if any intact food from 
group one. On average, UPF makes 
up half of the UK diet. 

The Nova classification is not 
perfect. Mellor pointed out that 
wholemeal and wholegrain bread 
from the supermarket count as 
UPF, but are “probably not what we 
should be worrying about”. 

Most bread is produced by the 
Chorleywood process which uses 
fats and emulsifiers so lower- 
protein flours can be used. And 
many foods classified as UPF are 
high in salt, fat and sugar, for which 
dietary guidance already exists. 


Chris van Tulleken 
UPF expert and author 


Vv Experts urge public campaigns 
promoting healthy ingredients 
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Y Ultra-processed foods tend to be 
high in fat, salt and sugar, but are 
poor in fibre and other nutrients 
PHOTOGRAPH: STEFANIKOLIC/GETTY IMAGES 


The Nova classification has 
driven a surge in research. The 
vast majority are observational 
studies that look for associations 
between UPF and poor health in 
populations, but cannot prove 
consumption is to blame. The 
shortcoming, common to nearly 
all nutritional research, leads to 
uncertainty and thence to inaction. 

In July, the government’s 
scientific advisory committee on 
nutrition noted that while the 
evidence around UPF causing harm 
was “concerning”, the limitations 


of Nova meant the findings should 
be “treated with caution”. 

But others want action now. “We 
urgently need to advise people to 
reduce consumption of UPF in our 
national dietary guidance,” said 
Chris van Tulleken, an expert on 
UPF and author of the bestselling 
book Ultra Processed People. 
“Globally, poor diet is the leading 
risk factor for early death and 
cardiovascular disease and the 
evidence shows that poor diet 
means a diet high in UPF.” He wants 
black warning labels on UPF, a 
move adopted in Chile and Mexico. 

Elling Bere, a professor of public 
health at the University of Agder 
in Norway, agrees that there are 
weaknesses in UPF research, but 
believes the evidence is strong 
enough to warrant warnings. 

He and Dr Filippa Juul at New 
York University were asked to 
review the health effects of UPF 
and make recommendations 
for this year’s Nordic Nutrition 
Recommendations (NNR). 

On the basis of the review, they 
said the NNR should advise people 
to limit their UPF consumption. But 
the advice was turned down after it 
was opened for public consultation. 
The decision drew accusations 
of food industry influence which 
the NNR strongly denies. “As far 
as I can see, the science behind 
the advice on eating red meat is 
no stronger than for UPF and they 
say don’t eat more than 350g of 
red meat a week. There’s not even 
a qualitative recommendation on 
UPF,” said Bere. 

How UPF might cause ill health 
is still being untangled. The foods 
tend to be high in fat, salt and 
sugar; they are energy dense, but 
poor in fibre and other nutrients. 
They contain emulsifiers, 
preservatives, gelling agents, and 
artificial colours and flavours. 

One of the most famous studies 
in the field, led by Kevin Hall at the 
US National Institute of Diabetes 
and Digestive and Kidney Diseases 
in Maryland, found that people on 
a UPF diet over-consumed and put 
on weight compared with those 
whoate less processed food. 

Processing itself may be an 
issue, by destroying nutrients and 
making it easier for the body to 
absorb calories. “It looks like there 
is something in the processing that 
is not good for us,” said Bere. 

According to Mellor, public 
health campaigns should focus 
on promoting healthy diets rather 
than stressing the harms of UPF. 
He wants more social community 
cooking spaces where people can 
make and buy inexpensive, healthy 
meals made from ingredients that 
would otherwise go to waste. 

“We can have healthy street 
food outlets and a pay-as-you-can 
approach,” he said. 

In the face of industry power, 
the challenge appears substantial. 
“We need to remove the influence 
of the industry,” said Van Tulleken. 
“Until the major charities that 
inform policy, the research groups 
doing dietary health research, and 
the doctors and scientists that write 
in the media stop taking money 
from the food industry, very little 
will change. Just like tobacco, we 
need to see UPF company money 
as dirty.” 


and authors, experts have warned 


Alarm over 
mushroom 
foraging books 
‘written by AI’ 


Global technology editor 


Amateur mushroom pickers have 
been urged to avoid foraging books 
being sold on Amazon that appear to 
have been written by artificial intel- 
ligence chatbots. 

Amazon has become a market- 
place for Al-produced tomes that are 
being passed off as works of human 
authorship, with travel books among 
the popular categories for fake work. 

Now a number of books have 
appeared on the online retailer’s site, 
offering guides to wild mushroom 
foraging, that also seem to be writ- 
ten by chatbots. The titles include 
Wild Mushroom Cookbook: form [sic] 
forest to gourmet plate, a complete 
guide to wild mushroom cookery, 
and The Supreme Mushrooms Books 
Field Guide of the Southwest. 

Four samples from the books 
were examined for the Guardian by 
originality.ai, a US firm that detects 
Alcontent. The company said every 
sample had a rating of 100% on its 
AI detection score, meaning that 
originality.ai’s systems are highly 
confident it was written bya chatbot. 

The other books that were tested 
by originality.ai were Wild Mush- 
room Cookbook: a beginner’s guide 
to learning the basics of cooking with 
wild mushrooms for health and fla- 
vor, complete with easy-to-follow 
recipes! and Wild Mushroom Cook- 
book: unlock the delicious secrets of 
nature’s most flavorful fungi. 

The Guardian tried to contact the 
authors named on the books. 

Leon Frey, a foraging guide and 
mycologist at the Cornwall-based 
Family Foraging Kitchen, said the 
samples he had seen contained seri- 
ous flaws such as referring to “smell 
and taste” as an identifying feature. 
“This seems to encourage tasting as a 
method ofidentification. This should 
absolutely not be the case,” he said. 

Some wild mushrooms, like the 
highly poisonous death cap which 
can be mistaken for edible varie- 
ties, are toxic. “I would recommend 
choosing books from reputable 
sources,” Frey said. 

Amazon said it was reviewing the 
books flagged by the Guardian. 
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Paris fumigates to kill tropical 
mosquito that carries Zika virus 


Health authorities in Paris have fumi- 
gated areas of the city for the first time 
to kill disease-carrying tiger mosqui- 
toes, whose rapid advance through 
northern Europe is thought to have 


been accelerated by climate change. 
Roads were closed and people were 
asked to stay in their homes in the 
south-east of the French capital 
during the early hours of Thursday 
as pest control contractors sprayed 
insecticide in trees, green spaces and 
other mosquito-breeding areas. 
Such scenes - a regular occurrence 


in tropical cities - are becoming 
increasingly common in Europe as 
the tiger mosquito, which can carry 
the dengue, chikungunya and Zika 
viruses, spreads from its native 
south-east Asia. 

“It was a first in Paris, but it’s not 
the first in France,” Anne Souyris, a 
deputy mayor in charge of health pol- 
icy, told BFM television. “The south 
of France has been affected by tiger 
mosquitoes for some years.” 

The regional health body for Paris, 
ARS Ile-de-France, said the area tar- 
geted for fumigation covered 150 


metres around the home of a person 
in the 13th district of the capital who 
had contracted dengue fever while 
travelling. “These operations are 
being carried out to reduce the risk 
of transmission of dengue after a case 
was detected,” it said. 

Asecond fumigation was due to 
take place in thesuburb of Colombes, 
north-west of central Paris, after 
another person fell sick with dengue 
fever following a foreign trip. 

City authorities were trying to 
prevent a chain of transmission 
developingin the Paris region, home 


to an estimated 12 million people. If 
a tiger mosquito bites a person who 
has imported a virus from abroad, 
it becomes a carrier of the disease. 

The tiger mosquito - Aedes albo- 
pictus - arrived in southern Europe 
in the first decade of this century and 
has been pushing rapidly north ever 
since. 

Health experts say it has thrived in 
mainland Europe in part because of 
climate change, with warmer weather 
shortening the incubation period for 
its eggs, while winters are no longer 
cold enough to kill it off. 


Unlimited data 


£20 for 12 months* 


SIM for 


Then £25 a month from month 13. 


Scan to switch, 
go in-store, or call 
0800 033 8006 today. 


BigValue 
BigNetwork 


*24 months Standard unlimited data SIM from £20 for the first 12M then £25 per month from month 13 plus annual price rises. From 2024, each April the 
monthly charge will increase by up to December’s CPI rate + 3.9%. Price Plan monthly charge includes £5 discount for paying by a recurring 


method such as direct debit. 


Home Office 
still placing 
child asylum 
seekers 

in hotels 


The Home Office has placed more 
than 100 lone asylum seeker children 
in hotelsin recent weeks, despite the 
practice having been found unlawful 
by the high court. 

The government’s continued use 
of hotels has been condemned by 
human rights and refugee organisa- 
tions after more than 200 children 
went missing, including dozens who 
vanished from one hotel in Brighton. 

One of the reasons why they con- 
tinue to be placed in hotels, some 
for several weeks, is because Kent 
county council says it cannot cope 
with the number of children arriving. 

The council’s location means it has 
to take into care lone children who 
arrive along the Kent coast in small 
boats. It has warned it is struggling 
to meet its legal obligations to UK as 
wellas asylum seeker children. Both 
the Home Office and the council have 
been found by the high court to have 
acted unlawfully for failing to look 
after these children properly. 

Acase calling for this group of chil- 
dren to be protected is in progress in 
the high court, with the next hear- 
ing scheduled for 15 September. The 
court ruled in an earlier hearing that 
the Home Office’s routine practice 
of accommodating lone child asy- 
lum seekers in hotels was unlawful. 
In another last week it made an order 
declaring that Kent had acted unlaw- 
fully in its approach to the children. 


The council said it was looking 
after 661 asylum seeker children and 
1,030 asylum seeker care leavers. 

Inarecent court hearing the Home 
Office said there were 130 newly 
arrived, lone asylum seeker children 
in hotels as of 15 August, and some of 
them had been there since before 27 
July. More than 100 children are still 
missing from several different hotels 
the Home Office placed them in. 

The charity Every Child Protected 
Against Trafficking (ECPAT UK) and 
Brighton & Hove city council, which 
raised concerns about the number 
of children who went missing from 
hotels in its area, are involved in the 
legal challenge. 

In arguments submitted to the 
court, the council said: “There is a 
serious possibility that a criminal 
offence is being committed by hotel 
owners contracted by the secretary 
of state to manage what are de facto 
unregistered children’s homes.” 

Patricia Durr, ECPAT UK chief exec- 
utive, said: “It is shocking that a small 
charity like ours has had to pursue 
this case to end the unlawful prac- 
tice of the home secretary and Kent 
county council which has meant 
thousands of children are denied 
careon the basis of theirimmigration 
status and too many remain missing 
at risk of significant harm asa result.” 

Agovernment spokesperson said: 
“Due to the rise in illegal Channel 
crossings the government had no 
option but to accommodate young 
people in hotels on a temporary basis 
while placements with local authori- 
ties were found. We will continue to 
work at pace with Kent county coun- 
ciland local authorities across the UK 
to ensure unaccompanied children 
are provided with the crucial care 
placements they need.” 

Sue Chandler, Kent’s cabinet mem- 
ber for children’s services, said: “It 
is with deep regret that, due to ever 
escalating arrivals, KCCis once again 
[unable] to meet both its statutory 
duties to accept all new unaccom- 
panied child asylum seeker arrivals, 
care for them safely and discharge all 
ofits other duties towards vulnerable 
children and young people in Kent.” 


9) People rescued 


by the RNLI land 
at Dungeness. 
Kent county 
council has to 
provide care for 
asylum seeker 
children who 
arrive on 

its coastline 
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A gangster drama 


to rank alongside 


the TV classics 


am about the same age as 

Dushane and Sully, the 

fictional protagonists of 

London gangster epic Top 

Boy, and I also grew up on 

a Hackney council estate a 
bit like their Summerhouse drug- 
dealing dominion. So it seems 
possible that, in some TV-merged 
alternate reality, we might have 
played out together as kids. Long 
summer days of knock-down 
ginger and cussing matches in the 
stairwells, until your mum calls you 
home for dinner. 

Then I grew up, moved away 
and got on with life, but Dushane 
and Sully never did. They stayed 
behind, tied to the estate; a home, 
and alsoa kind of hell. For all their 
outward swagger, Dushane (played 
by Ashley Walters) and Sully (Kane 
“Kano” Robinson) are grown men 
who aspire only to be the “boy”. For 
all they hustle and hard-scrabble 
their way to riches and respect, it’s 
only ever a matter of time before 
they’re laid low again. 

This is the classic bind of the 
movie gangster, isn’t it? “Just when 
I thought I was out, they pull me 
back in.” Or, in Dushane’s words: 
“Ever since we were kids bruv... 
tryir’ to get to the top. What for?” 
And Top Boy isa gangster story to 
rank alongside the classics. What’s 
remarkable though is how, over its 
12 years and four seasons - a fifth 
and final series drops on Netflix on 
Thursday - the show has pushed 
back against those closing horizons 
and narrow stereotypes, expanding 
our outlook beyond the limits of the 
urban thriller and the emotional 
stasis of its two main characters. 

Top Boy first aired on Channel 4 
in 2011, three months after the 
London riots, at the tail-end of 
a boom in yoofsploitation flicks 
like Kidulthood and Bullet Boy 
and in the wake of David Simon’s 
award-winning show The Wire. 
These films drew on a social realist 
tradition, but their smartest move 
was to piggy-back on the emerging 
grime scene by casting charismatic 
young rappers in key roles. 

Top Boy did that too, but with 
heart and authenticity rooted in 
another Hackney-born friendship 
- this one between Top Boy’s 
Northern Irish writer-creator Ronan 
Bennett and his fitness trainer- 
turned-script consultant Gerry 
Jackson. “When you’re working 
one-to-one you talk about lots 


etitia Wrigh 
Nowa 
Hollywood 4 
star, best YZ 
known as | 
the tech- í 
savvy action 
hero Shuri, 
from the 
Black Panther franchise. Even as 
an 18-year-old her performance 
had such heart and soul that it 
leapt offscreen, with her fledgling 
romance with fellow teen Gem 
providing the most tender 
moments of season one - until she 
left to pursue more empowering 
female roles. 


Da id 

Six days 
before the 
Streatham 
MC won the 
Mercury 
music prize 
for his debut 
studio album, 
Psychodrama, he announced 
himself to the nation as the 
terrifying gangster Modie. So 
convincing was his chillingly 
brutal, astonishingly maniacal 
performance that even his amazed 
co-stars have spoken about finding 


: He debuted 

: on Top Boy 

: at the same 

: time as his 

: star turn in the 
: controversial 

: movie Blue 

: Story, but 

: the Netflix series truly showcased 

: his acting range: from warmly 

: paternal to icily brutal via moist- 

: eyed trauma victim. He has gone 

: on to work with Steve McQueen 

: on Small Axe and Olivia Colman in 

: Sam Mendes’ Empire of Light. With 
: forthcoming projects including a 

: role in the new Bob Marley biopic, 

: his star shows no sign of dimming. 


: ithard to reconcile with his real-life : 
: persona as a canny introspective, ; 
: creator of borderline sociological 
: grime-cum-drill. 


: The star’s big TV break came as the 
: wrongly accused murder suspect 

: Kayla. The grief-fuelled rage she 

: poured into the role of a bereaved 

: woman charged with killing her 

: own boyfriend was an early sign of 
: her acting power. Coel then went 

: on to create her own astonishing 

: drama, I May Destroy You. 


: By the time 

: she appeared 
: asthe love 

: interest 

: to Ashley 

: Walters’ 

: DuShane, she 
: was an Ivor 

: Novello-winning MC who’d paused 
: a promising acting career as a child 

: star. Her soulful, vulnerable turn 

: skyrocketed her career, landing 

: her a cameo in the sequel to the 

: Venom movie and a part in the 

: Amazon drama The Power, which 

: she complemented by bagging a 

: Mercury Prize for her fourth album, 
: Sometimes I Might Be Introvert. 

: Alexi Duggins 


: At13 years old, a street caster 

: handed hima flyer for a Top Boy 

: audition, and he has never looked 

: back. Top Boy’s final run is his 

: breakout season, imbuing huge 

: pathos, rage and sadness into his 

: role as the recently bereaved teen 

: Stef. No wonder he was snapped up 
: for the Netflix LGBTQ+ high-school 
: romance Heartstopper. He has a 

: major role in the British thriller 

: movie Warhol, which is soon to hit 
: the big screen. 


Simbiatu Ajikawo as Shelley with 
Ashley Walters as Dushane; below, 
Jasmine Jobson as Jaq and Adwoah 
Aboah as Becks puotocrapus: NETFLIX 


of different things,’ said Jackson 
when I interviewed the pair last 
year. “And this subject came up. 
Ronan said, “You’ve got a lot of 
stories there, Gerry” and we kind of 
went from there.” 

The result was a gripping, 
morally complex show. Kehinde 
Andrews, Britain’s first professor 
of Black studies, wrote about it 
in terms of the “iconic ghetto”, a 
term coined by the Black American 
sociologist Elijah Anderson to 
describe how “the ascription of 
‘ghetto’ to anonymous Blacks has 
burdened Blacks with a negative 
presumption they must disprove”. 

In other words, you can take the 
boy out of the estate, but racism 
and classism make it harder to 
take the estate out of the boy. 
Dushane discovered that in series 
three, when he moved into an airy 
open-plan apartment and starting 
shelling out £5 for artisan coffees. 

From the beginning, Top Boy 
overflowed with powerhouse 
performances, not least from 
Robinson, whose ascension to bona 
fide movie star comes this autumn 
with the lead in Daniel Kaluuya’s 
screenwriting feature debut, The 
Kitchen. Michaela Coel, Micheal 
Ward, Letitia Wright, and Mercury 
Prize-winning rappers Dave and 
Little Simz have all passed through 
on the way to bigger things. 

Bennett now turns down cameo 
offers from huge Hollywood stars 
because it isn’t credible that they 
would turn up in a Clapton caff to 
talk “Ps” over fried egg sandwiches 
and Lucozade. Celebrity superfans 
can be useful in other ways though. 
If you’ve heard Drake’s verse on 
J Hus’s hit-of-the-summer Who 
Told You and wondered how a 
Canadian learned to chat likea 
Hackney badman, the answer 
is probably “watching Top Boy 
on YouTube”. After the show’s 
cancellation in 2013, it was Drake, 
in collaboration with Netflix, who 
facilitated its 2019 revival. 

By then, Top Boy had grown 
up. Series three and four added 
world-class directors, including 
Oscar-winner Reinaldo Marcus 
Green. But it was more than that. In 
early series the women were thinly 
characterised and always sexually 
available. The 2019 third series - 
the first for Netflix - introduced 
significant female characters, 
including Simbiatu “Little Simz” 
Ajikawo as the single parent and 
aspiring business owner Shelley, 
and Jasmine Jobson as Jaq, a coolly 
efficient enforcer who rises through 
the ranks of Dushane’s drugs 
operation. Through them the show 
has explored coercive control and 
homophobic violence - unknown 
to the noughties urban thriller. 

So there’s much to mourn and 
to celebrate when the show ends 
for good this week. Black British 
culture is no longer nipping at 
the heels of the US, but is in the 
ascendant. As for Dushane and 
Sully, Pm already bereft at the loss 
of TV frenemies I’ve known, if not 
since childhood on the estate, then 
at least for a stretch of our mutually 
formative years. That hurts. 
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‘She's totally lost it’ 


The inside story of the unravelling 


of Liz Truss's 49-day premiership 


Next week marks 
ayear since Truss 
succeeded Boris 
Johnson as PM. But 
within two months, 
she was gone 

Aubrey Allegretti 9 


Senior political correspondent i pt 


hen Liz Truss 
addressed the 
nation from 
Downing Street 
in her first 
speech as prime 
minister, she promised “action this 
day, and action every day”. It was 
meant to bea Churchillian call to 
arms, showing her determination 
to solve the intractable issues 
facing Britain. Instead, it 
foreshadowed the most chaotic 
period in recent political history. 

As the sole survivor through 
the cabinets of the three previous 
Conservative-led governments, 
Truss was used to putting 
pragmatism above principles. But 
that approach was cast aside when 
she sweptin to No 10. 

In her first week in office, an aide 
suggested she should “be like Blair” 
and avoid immediately rocking the 
boat. He was slapped down. Truss 
told him to stop talking - and the 
aide was said to have been cut out 
of further meetings. 


Off to a bad start 

Such single-mindedness collided 
with the realities of government. 
With an inexperienced team in 

No 10 and a divided party, her 
administration was shaky from the 
start. Within 49 extraordinary days, 
it had fallen apart. 

The early omens were hardly 
encouraging. On Tuesday 6 
September, Truss flew to Scotland 
to meet Queen Elizabeth, who 
would invite her to form anew 
government. Thick fog delayed her 
plane’s landing at Aberdeen airport. 
Finally arriving at Balmoral, Truss 
shook hands with the monarch. 

The bad weather persisted, 
delaying Truss’s return to Downing 
Street. As she was driven towards 
No 10 on the last leg of her round 
trip, the car made several detours 
to wait for a break in the rain in 
which Truss could make a speech, 


while a bin bag was temporarily 
used to protect the waiting podium. 

Truss eventually made a hurried 
address lasting four minutes and 
five seconds. She warned of “severe 
global headwinds” but insisted 
Britain would “ride out the storm”. 

That evening, she appointed 
anew cabinet, but she left 
Wendy Morton, the chief whip, 
and Thérése Coffey, the deputy 
prime minister, to conduct junior 
ministerial hirings and firings. 

“It was silly of Liz not to squeeze 
every ounce of goodwill out of 
people by being the one to appoint 
them, so things got off to a bad start 
on literally day one,” said one of 
those appointed that day. 

Instead, Truss was putting the 
finishing details to a package to 
protect people from spiralling 
energy costs. The plan had been 
worked on in secret during the 
leadership race as millions fretted 
about whether they could afford 
their bills when winter came. 
Though she had railed during 
the leadership campaign against 
“handouts”, Truss relented. 

The energy price guarantee was 
relatively well received, with no 
observable wobbles in the markets 
despite the intervention’s £100bn 
price tag. But 55 minutes intoa 
Commons debate on the issue on 
8 September, a cabinet colleague 
appeared at Truss’s side with news 
any prime minister would dread. 
Nadhim Zahawi, the chancellor of 
the duchy of Lancaster, handed her 
anote saying the queen’s health 
was deteriorating. 

It was a moment for which 
officials had been preparing for 
years. When the queen’s death was 
announced at 6.30pm, Operation 
London Bridge was activated - and 
the cogs in the British political 
system ground toa halt. For 10 
days, most officials were diverted 
to help with preparations for the 
queen’s lying in state and funeral. 


Zero institutional memory 
For Truss’s newly assembled team 
of political aides, it was a chance to 
get to know each other. The group 
included special advisers who had 
worked with Truss at the Foreign 
Office, and a handful from the Boris 
Johnson and Theresa May eras. 
Among others were public affairs 
executives and lobbyists. 

“Tt would have been the perfect 
moment for some team bonding, 
but we couldn’t even go to the pub,” 
recalled one aide. 

The lobbyist Mark Fullbrook 
was brought in as No 10 chief of 


staff, with Ruth Porter, a public 
affairs executive, designated as his 
deputy. Jason Stein, a former media 
aide to several cabinet ministers 
and to Prince Andrew, was bought 
back in as a special adviser. Adam 
Jones was appointed as head of 
political communications. 

An overwhelming number of 
the senior figures brought into 
the administration had limited 
experience running a Whitehall 
department, let alone the country. 
The entire legislative affairs 
team - in charge of drafting and 
timetabling bills - was replaced too. 

“Tt was like she’d stripped off 
all the wallpaper, then the paint 
and floorboards too,’ one Truss- 
era cabinet minister said. “There 
was basically zero institutional 
memory left.” 

As the mourning period for the 
queen wore on, Truss set about 
with changes behind the closed 
door of No 10, setting up her 
main office in the cabinet room 
and ordering a full-scale desk 
reorganisation in which the policy 


unit was evicted and moved into 
the Cabinet Office. 

In the corridors of power, 
proximity is everything. Looking 
back, a No 10 source admitted the 
move meant there were “fewer 
people in-house to quality-check”. 


Mini-budget disaster 

Truss was determined to overhaul 
the high-tax, high-spend approach 
she had accused Rishi Sunak of 
adopting in his No 11 days. She 
ordered the new chancellor, Kwasi 
Kwarteng, to remould the economy. 

The mini-budget was pencilled 
in for Friday 23 September, the 
final sitting day of the Commons 
before recess. Labour’s autumn 
conference would begin two 
days later and Truss thought the 
statement would “blow them out of 
the water”, leaving the opposition 
facing uncomfortable questions 
about whether they would support 
this or that tax cut. 

Kwarteng’s team privately feared 
the size of the statement was 
ballooning. At first, it was a vehicle 
toimplement Truss’s campaign 
promises of reversing the planned 
national insurance and corporation 
tax rises. But new measures kept 
being added at Truss’s behest: 
investment zones, scrapping the 
cap on bankers’ bonuses and - most 
controversially - abolishing the top 
rate of income tax. 

This last measure had been 
discussed by Truss and Kwarteng 
over the summer, but they had 
not intended to announce it so 
soon. Truss was keen to use the 
honeymoon period she thought 
she would be allowed to “go big”, 
but there was disbelief among Tory 
MPs when the details emerged. 


A On 6 September, Liz Truss met the queen at Balmoral, two days before her 
death; above, the infamous £4,000 Jenga lectern PHOTOGRAPH: JANE BARLOW/PA 


Jitters had already set in because 
of the refusal to formally badge 
the announcement as a budget. 
This was a deliberate tactic taken 
by No 10 because doing so would 
have involved the Office for Budget 
Responsibility producing its own 
analysis and forecasts for the plans. 
Truss viewed the OBR as part of 
the “economic establishment” and 
had already sacked the most senior 
civil servant in the Treasury, Tom 
Scholar. 

Kwarteng delivered the 
statement to the Commons in 
26 mesmerising minutes. The 
significance of the event did not 
sink in straight away. Most MPs sat 
in shellshock. Only one Tory dared 
to raise a concern. Mel Stride, the 
Treasury select committee chair, 
decried the “vast void” at the 
centre of Kwarteng’s statement, 
namely the lack of OBR scrutiny. 

Kwarteng’s team was brimming 
with confidence. Chris Philp, the 
chief secretary to the Treasury, 
fired out a tweet at 10.17am 
saying it was “great to see sterling 
strengthen on the back of the new 
UK growth plan”, witha graph 
showing arise in the pound’s value 
against the US dollar. 

Less than half an hour later, the 
pound had fallen to a 37-year low. 

Kwarteng had expected some 
market backlash and that evening 
he still headed off to the Two 
Chairmen pub in Westminster to 
celebrate. The real backlash would 
come two days later when, inan 
incredibly inflammatory move, 
on Sunday Kwarteng took toa 
BBC studio to declare: “There’s 
more to come.” 

The markets duly went intoa 
frenzy. The chancellor’s words led 
toarunon the pound and fears of 
sharply higher borrowing costs. 
Worse, they precipitated a crisis in 
the UK pensions industry. 

Comparisons with Black 
Wednesday in 1992 and fears ofa 
2008-style financial crash forced 
the Bank of England to step in. 

The Bank’s governor, Andrew 
Bailey, complained of being 
blindsided by the mini-budget’s 
£45bn of seemingly unfunded tax 
cuts, prompting Threadneedle 
Street to buy up to £65bn of UK 
government bonds. 

Truss’s initial instinct was to say 
nothing. She “pathologically hated 
backing down”, an aide recalled. 
But after a meeting with Kwarteng 
that was said to have descended 
into a shouting match, she agreed 
tothe Treasury issuing a statement 
on Monday designed to calm the 
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‘Tt was like she'd 
stripped off the 
wallpaper, the paint 
and the floorboards 
too. There was zero 
institutional memory’ 


D 


markets. It reassured the City 
that forecasts by the OBR would 
be published and there would be 
a further announcement in the 
autumn on plans to avoid debt 
spiralling out of control. 

Truss went back into hiding. No 
10 aides feared that the markets 
could “smell our nerves” and the 
silence only made things worse. 

In an attempt to avoid looking as 
if Downing Street had descended 
into full-scale panic, eight BBC 
local radio interviews were set up. 
“They were, objectively, a disaster,’ 
said one of her senior team. Over 
the course of an hour, interviewers 
from radio stations in Leeds (where 
she grew up), Norfolk (she is the 
MP for South West Norfolk), Kent, 
Lancashire, Nottingham, Tees 
Valley, Bristol and Stoke-on-Trent 
unleashed the pent-up anger of 
millions of nervous Britons. 

She was cut down to size within 
minutes by the first presenter, who 
asked Truss bluntly: “Where’ve 
you been?” What followed was 
ritual humiliation for the prime 
minister. The questions kept 
relaying fury from listeners. One 
asked pointedly: “Are you ashamed 
of what you have done?” 

Apparently she was not. “She 
was wounded, but that only 
made her more angry and defiant,” 
said one aide. “The belief was 
we just needed to explain better 
and harder.” 


The U-turns begin 
Truss stuck to her stance on the 
opening day of the Tory party 
conference in Birmingham, which 
began a few days later, on Sunday 
2 October. Settling into her seat in 
the BBC studio for the traditional 
leader’s sitdown, she was 
determined to appear unfazed. 
Truss brushed off the opposition 
to the mini-budget, saying she 
stood by the measures. There was 
a hint of contrition. “I do accept we 
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should have laid the ground better,” 
was the most she could muster. 

Michael Gove sat opposite the 
prime minister, ready to savage 
her answers on live television. 

“It’s still the case that there is an 
inadequate realisation at the top of 
government of the scale of change 
required,” he said. 

Nevertheless, Truss launched a 
charm offensive to try to woo her 
critics. She invited those viewed as 
“persuadable” up to her hotel suite 
aiming to win them over. Some 
she succeeded with. Others, such 
as John Glen, were unconvinced. 
Truss’s team were still pleased 
when Greg Hands, a former chief 
secretary to the Treasury viewed as 
akey “swing voter”, tweeted outa 
defence of the mini-budget. 

The number of Tory MPs who 
were threatening to vote against 
the mini-budget began to mount. 
Jake Berry, the Conservative 
party chair, added to the febrile 
atmosphere by saying those who 
did so would lose the party whip. 

With support ebbing away, Truss 
realised she might not have the 
numbers to get her plans through 
parliament. Such a defeat would 
have been treated as a vote of no 
confidence. Late on the evening 
of Sunday 2 October, Truss told 
Kwarteng to U-turn on the abolition 
of the top tax rate. 

Aplanned visit and interview 
with Truss the following morning 
were scrapped and a wider malaise 
quickly set in. Penny Mordaunt, 
the leader of the Commons, 
declared “our comms is shit” ata 
late-night reception, while another 
minister, Conor Burns, tipped Kemi 
Badenoch as “the future of our 
party” - much to Truss’s fury. 

Meanwhile, Grant Shapps 
strolled around the party 
conference hotel boasting about his 
spreadsheet listing unhappy MPs 
and their grievances. He had felt 
slighted by Truss at the start of the 
leadership election, and when he 
was passed over for a cabinet job he 
became one of the leading figures 
in the fight to remove her. 

What started as a slight polling 
deficit for the Tories became a gulf. 
Labour’s lead soared to more than 
30 points and ministers privately 
began putting Truss on notice. 


The unravelling 
The greater the criticism of Truss 
became, the more she isolated 
herself. Not only did the pool of 
allies she would speak to narrow, 
but others struggled to relay their 
concerns or offer support after her 
phone was hacked. 

The incident took place during the 
summer leadership race but did not 


‘People dropped out 

as they saw which way 
the wind was blowing, 
until you looked round 
the room and realised it 
was basically empty’ 
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publicly emerge until after she had 
left No 10, meaning many remainedin 
the dark about how to get hold of her. 

Government ground to a halt 
(again) and the sole focus of 
Truss’s team turned to trying to 
shore up support. David Canzini, 

a political strategist brought in 
during the dying days of Johnson’s 
government, was called back torun 
a “war room” operation in No 10. 

It started strongly, with Berry 
chairing the morning meetings 
in the Pillared Room and Hands 
brought in to handle MP relations. 
“But people slowly dropped out as 
they saw which way the wind was 
blowing, until the point you looked 
around the room and realised it 
was basically empty,” said one of 
those present. 

Jones, Truss’s political 
communications director, took 
some time off after the party 
conference for his wedding and 
honeymoon and never returned. 
Stein stepped into his place andin 
an email to staff joked: “Pll try not 
to break anything.” 

By mid-October, MPs were 
whispering that Truss had until 
Christmas to turn things around. 
But that was about to change. 

Fresh from a disastrous party 
conference, Truss arrived at 
committee room 14 on a dusty 
corridor in parliament to facea 
grilling from the 1922 Committee of 
Tory backbenchers. Every question 
was hostile. Mark Harper, Kevin 
Hollinrake, James Cartlidge - who 
would all become ministers in the 
Sunak government - were among 
those who voiced their concerns. 

Robert Halfon went one step 
further and directly blamed Truss 
for trashing the party brand. The 
unhappiness of the parliamentary 
party was becoming increasingly 
stark, emboldening MPs to think 
the unthinkable: that they might 
be about to defenestrate a second 
prime minister in just over a month. 

Meanwhile, Kwarteng faced an 
awkward showdown of his own in 
Washington. He had flown there 
for an annual gathering hosted by 
International Monetary Fund after 
itissued a stern slapdown for the 
mini-budget. Though he attended 
some talks, he came home a day 
early, boarding an overnight flight. 

No one believed the official 
explanation from the Treasury that 
it was to work on the upcoming 
medium-term fiscal plan. News of 
his imminent sacking leaked and 
Kwarteng found out via Twitter as 
he was being driven to Downing 
Street. The conversation with Truss 
was short. She told him he was 
being sacked, and Kwarteng coolly 
replied that he already knew. 

When he left the cabinet room, 
an observer remarked his shirt was 
hanging out at the back: “It literally 
looked like he was leaving with his 
tail between his legs.” 

Jeremy Hunt was asked to 
take the job. Normally affable, 
on this occasion he was solemn 
and asked that no pictures of him 
smiling be released by in-house 
photographers. Truss’s supporters 
felt the entire policy platform on 
which she had entered No 10 was 
about to be ripped to shreds. 

Truss made one last effort to 
steady the ship, calling a press 
conference that afternoon. It lasted 


A Delayed by fog and rain, Liz Truss arrives at last at 10 Downing Street after 
visiting the queen in Balmoral PHOTOGRAPH: ANDREW PARSONS/NO 10 DOWNING STREET 


A Kwasi Kwarteng and Liz Truss are all smiles in October, but U-turns were 


already in hand over the disastrous mini-budget PHOTOGRAPH: STEFAN ROUSSEAU/PA 
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Plucky STR veg outlasts Lettuce 
Liz as she wilts in political heat 


A The Daily Star mocked Truss as its 
lettuce outlasted her premiership 


under nine minutes but had been 
intended to go on much longer. She 
announced a second U-turn, that 
the planned national insurance 
rise she had vowed to cancel 
would go ahead. 

While Truss said she was 
“absolutely determined” to stay, 
insiders said this was the moment 
she knew her time in No 10 was up. 
After taking just three questions, 
Truss hurried off stage - to shouts 
of “aren’t you going to apologise?” 
from the remaining reporters. 


The final week 

Truss’s premiership had become 
atinderbox. There was no need 

for ministerial resignations or 
no-confidence letters - the sense of 
inevitability that she could survive 
for only afew more days was 


overwhelming. Truss became ever 
less involved. She dodged an urgent 
question in parliament on recent 
economic turmoil and was mocked 
when Mordaunt, who stepped in to 
answer on her behalf, insisted Truss 
was not hiding “under a desk”. 

Critics began speculating who 
would last longer - the prime 
minister, or a lettuce that had been 
given a prime position on the Daily 
Star’s front page. In an effort to stay 
out of the fray, Truss delegated 
decisions to Coffey, her most 
ardent supporter. 

Wednesday 19 October started 
with a gruelling prime minister’s 
questions that left uncomfortable 
grimaces on the faces of the Tory 
MPs behind Truss. 

Amid the uncertainty, there 
was another, almost forgotten 
scandal: Suella Braverman, the 
home secretary, was forced out for 
breaching the ministerial code by 
sending an official document from 
her personal email to a fellow MP. 

But the most bizarre twist was 
yet to come. That afternoon, 
Labour tabled a motion that would 
have guaranteed parliamentary 
time for a bill to ban fracking. The 
business secretary, Jacob Rees- 
Mogg, was in favour of reviving 
the controversial drilling practice 
but many Tory MPs were not. To 
avoid a mass revolt, the chief whip, 
Wendy Morton, determined that it 
would be treated as a confidence 
vote - meaning anyone who defied 
the whip would face ejection from 
the parliamentary party. 

Towards the end of the debate, 
communications broke down. On 


the floor of the Commons, with 
less than 10 minutes until the 
division bells started ringing, the 
energy minister, Graham Stuart, 
announced that the confidence 
vote had been called off. Mayhem 
broke out. Coffey was accused of 
manhandling a Tory MP to force 
them to vote with the government, 
while Morton and her deputy, Craig 
Whittaker, felt so undermined that 
they tried to resign on the spot. 
Both were dissuaded from 
doing so in the hours that followed, 
but it was clear their authority 
had vanished - and that Truss had 
lost control of the government 
and her party. 


Facing the end 
Immediately after that mess 
had unfurled in parliament, half 
the parliamentary party drifted 
across to a reception to mark the 
100th anniversary of the Carlton 
Club. Swilling champagne at the 
private members’ club on the 
edge of Mayfair, each peered at 
their phones for updates on the 
government’s imminent collapse. 

Gallows humour started to 
percolate through the room. 

Hunt and the foreign secretary, 
James Cleverly, gave speeches 
from the grand central staircase, 
alluding to the chaos. 

Mingling in the crowd were 
members of the 1922 Committee 
executive - the so-called men in 
grey suits whose job it was to tell 
Truss she could go quietly or be 
pushed. “You had the assassins 
and the about-to-be-assassinated 
milling around in black tie - it was 
like a game of Cluedo,” said one of 
those who was present. 

Those who had been leading 
the campaign to oust Truss knew 
the moment had arrived. One 
told Graham Brady, the chair of 
the 1922 Committee, that there 
were now enough no-confidence 
letters from colleagues poised 
to be submitted to trigger a 
no-confidence vote. And so, on 
Thursday morning, Brady traipsed 
across to No 10 to tell Truss 
she had lost the support of the 
parliamentary party. 

Truss decided not to fight on 
and summoned her aides to the 
cabinet room. “There was no 
round of applause or tears, just 
an emotionless and exhausted 
room of people,” recalled one of 
those present. 

In the days before she formally 
stepped down, Truss held farewell 
parties for her supporters at the 
prime ministerial grace-and- 
favour mansion of Chequers. Even 
then, she defended everything 
she had sought to achieve, saying 
she had “the right policies at the 
wrong time”. 

“That’s when I thought ‘she’s 
totally lost iť’; said a former aide. 

One year on from Truss’s taking 
office with the aim of remoulding 
the economy, interest rates and 
mortgage costs have risen, inflation 
is uncomfortably high and growth 
is practically non-existent. 

Her successor, Rishi Sunak, 
is still struggling to draw a line 
under what some Tory MPs call 
the “Trussterfuck” that they 
believe will cost them their seats 
and the party its majority at the 
next election. 
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‘Like a giant tennis ball’ 
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Vv From left, Coco Gauff; Elena 
Rybakina and Jelena Ostapenko in 
eye-catching action at the US Open 
PHOTOGRAPH: JAVIER GARCIA/SHUTTERSTOCK 


US Open's riot of colour 


puts Wimbledon in shade 


Hannah Jane Parkinson 


| he’s come dressed as a 
giant tennis ball” That 
was one fan’s verdict 
on Jelena Ostapenko’s 
neon yellow ensemble 
as the Latvian No1 
took to the court at Flushing 
Meadows. “She’s bringing big 
highlighter energy,” was another 
illustrative comment on social 
media. But Ostapenko has not been 
the only luminous presence at this 
year’s US Open, with neon yellows 
and fluorescent limes dominating. 
In her drama-filled opening 
match, the home favourite, 
Coco Gauff, was resplendent in 


aneon yellow-green two piece, 
custom-made by New Balance. 
The Ukrainian Marta Kostyuk was 
a blinding vision in her dress (and 
matching hi-vis shoes) by Wilson, 
the Chicago sports equipment 
and apparel brand with whom she 
signed a head-to-toe deal. 

On the men’s side, Grigor 
Dimitrov came through a robust 
five-setter in a Lacoste shirt with 
a radioactive-coloured back, and 
Aussie Alex de Minaur sported a 
cap brighter than the sun. 

A key reason for the US Open’s 
colourful sartorial extravagance 
may be that the final slam of the 
year follows the all-white affair of 
Wimbledon, and Nike in particular 
tends to throw everything into the 
mix. (Especially as its Wimbledon 


efforts are not universally praised 
- one dress for the All England Club 
was declared “a lampshade mixed 
witha doily”.) 

There is also the fact that New 
York is a fashion-forward city, 
and its fashion week begins soon 
after the start of the tournament. 
Neon yellow - or sonic yellow as it 
was called back then - also hada 
moment back in 2016. Fans didn’t 


‘Jelena Ostapenko] 
is bringing big 


highlighter energy’ 


Social media 
comment 


V Below, 
Michelle Obama 
joins the novelty 
tennis ball 
shades trend, 
and Carlos 
Alcaraz tries 
out Nike’s new 
sleeveless vests 


approve, but the New York Times 
fashion pages did. 

The 2022 US Open line was 
perhaps Nike’s most outre yet, 
kitting players out in a riot of 
psychedelia. For 2023, the kits are 
just as colourful, but with patterns 
less likely to cause television sets 
to strobe. Their Aztec and mosaic- 
inflected designs have caught the 
eye. The defending champion, 
Carlos Alcaraz, sported one of the 
new tops - and for the first time 
since he came to mainstream 
attention - went sleeveless. 

While Nike has consistently 
led the field in zany kits, its key 
rival, Adidas, has often missed 
the mark. Tried too hard. Fallen at 
very ugly hurdles. Last autumn’s 
North American hard-court swing 


featured various monstrosities. 
This year, the company’s vibe 

is still somewhat unhinged, but 
works better. Aside from Jessica 
Pegula’s less eye-popping racerback 
dress, there are plenty of diverse 
looks. Zebra accents abound, as do 
lightning-bolt motifs on chests and 
zigzag skirts. 

Across the board, the more 
variety in outfits, the higher the 
number of separates and colour 
combinations produced, the less 
chance there is of players who 
share sponsors wearing the same 
uniform when facing each other 
across the net, which over the years 
has happened frequently, and is 
not only aesthetically dull but can 
cause confusion for spectators. 

Off-court, Billie Jean King 
echoed the vivacious colour on it 
with her trademark hot pink glasses 
frames. The former champion 
Maria Sharapova rocked a Gabriela 
Hearst orange trouser suit with 
peep-toe heels, and Queen Latifah 
brought a touch of the 90s ina 
maxi cargo skirt a similar colour to 
Sharapova’s suit. 

In the stands of Arthur Ashe 
Stadium, Michelle Obama wore a 
denim dress by Oscar de la Renta 
with a sweetheart neckline, which 
- if one were to be harsh - did 
have slight “Britney Spears in that 
infamous couples pic with Justin” 
overtones. The former first lady 
also briefly sported the novelty 
tennis ball sunglasses that have 
been doing the rounds. The tennis 
aficionado and Vogue editor-in- 
chief, Anna Wintour, stuck to her 
more demure black Chanel shades. 

Perhaps the look that inspired 
the most attention was Venus 
Williams’ ruffled Maison Alaia 
dress that she paired with a Willy 
Chavarria suit jacket with a huge 
flower on the lapel. Unfortunately, 
her on-court “Barbiecore” get-up - 
light pink tank top and capri tights 
from her own label, EleVen - could 
not help the icon in her match: she 
fell to a 6-1 6-1 defeat. Should have 
gone with neon yellow. 


More rail disruption as RMT 
union stages 24-hour strike 


Gwyn Topham 
Transport correspondent 


Rail passengers face another day of 
disruption today as members of the 
RMT union at English train operators 
go on strike. 

The 24-hour stoppage, accom- 
panied by an overtime ban by train 
drivers, follows immediately on from 
Aslef’s strike yesterday. 


Rate, 


A A staff member on a deserted 
platform at Preston station 


Many moretrains willrun than yes- 
terday but severe disruption across 
the country is expected. Unions are 
not on strike in Scotland or Wales but 
cross-border services will be affected. 

Long-distance operators such as 
Avanti, East Midlands, LNER and 
GWR will run about one train per 
hour on major routes, while some 
other networks such as Northern 
and TransPennine will only run on 
extremely limited routes. 

Talks between unions and employ- 
ers have not taken place since early 
this year, with the government and 
industry body the Rail Delivery 
Group urging the unions to put pay 
offers to their full memberships. 


Both RMT and Aslef rejected the 
proposals. The train drivers’ union 
Aslef dismissed as “risible” a two- 
year offer worth 8%, which the 
government said would take the 
average salary from about £60,000 to 
just under £65,000, and alsoincluded 
changes to working conditions. 

RMT rejected a 9% offer, which 
the industry said would be worth 
13% tothe lowest paid, earning about 
£20,000 a year, with fears of wide- 
spread redundancies as ticket offices 
are closed across England. 

The industry formally responded 
to RMT’s latest proposal for end- 
ing the strikes yesterday, proposing 
talks next week. The RMT general 


secretary, Mick Lynch, called the offer 
“encouraging” but insisted: “A fresh 
proposal will be needed to progress 
this dispute towards a settlement.” 

Apublic consultation on proposed 
ticket office closures ended yester- 
day, with 500,000 responses filed. 

There is little sign of the lengthy 
dispute ending soon. Speaking at a 
picket line outside London Euston 
station, Aslef’s general secretary, 
Mick Whelan, said that striking driv- 
ers were “in it for the long haul”. 

Whelan added: “Some of our mem- 
bers, when we get to the end of this 
year, will be five years without a pay 
rise, so there’s no sign of any weak- 
ening or any lack of resolve.” 
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Care homes say robot pets 


help residents with dementia 


Robert Booth 


Social affairs correspondent 


| ovre bloody lovely 
ain’t you,” said 
Frances Barrett, 
as the robotic cat 
she was stroking 
flicked its ears and 
whiskers one lunchtime this week 
at the Oak Manor care home in 
Bedfordshire. 

Barrett was one of several 
residents with dementia playing 
with the home’s small menagerie 
of animatronic animals that were 
originally designed to entertain 
American girls aged four to eight 
but have found a fast growing 
market in British care homes. 

At the other end of the table, 
Majorie Stephenson tickled her 
“cat” under its chin, laughing as she 
scooped it up and announced: “I’m 
going to take him home with me 
and take him for a walk every day.” 

The cats, which purr and miaow, 
seemed more popular than the 
dogs, which bark along if spoken 
to. To complete the scene, a pair of 
plastic song birds twittered away as 
Sheila Brinkley, another resident, 
pursed her lips and whistled 
happily into their beaks. 

The residents don’t appear to 
believe they are real animals, but 
neither do they consider them toys. 
While some ignore them, many 


engage with their moving features, 
wagging tails and “bark back” and 
“vibrapurr” technologies. 

An eight-month trial of similar 
pets in eight Cornish care homes 
last year found positive effects, 
although things didn’t always end 
well for the robots. One was found 
with broken limbs (cause unknown) 
and a handful malfunctioned. A 
quarter of residents didn’t interact 
with them at all. 

The effect of the £100 animals on 
residents with dementia, especially 
when they were distressed, was 
“almost magical” said Lydia 
Endersby, Oak Manor’s activities 
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co-ordinator. During their year in 
use they have become another tool 
to help the carers avoid medicating 
residents who are struggling. 

It is not the first time care homes 
have experimented with robots. 
With mixed results, Japan has 
invested heavily in developing 
devices such as Hug, a lifting robot; 
Paro, a robotic seal; and Pepper, a 
“loveable” humanoid robot. In 2021 
it was reported that production of 
Pepper had been halted. 

The 64-bed Bedfordshire care 
home started witha couple of the 
pets and now has 10. About 100,000 
have been sold in the UK and EU, 


à The robot cats purr when stroked, prompting more engagement that can 
reduce anxiety and the need for medication PHOTOGRAPH: ANNA GORDON/THE GUARDIAN 


- (A robotic dog, 
i a from among the 
-> animatronic 
pets at Oak 
Manor care 
home in 
Bedfordshire. 
Care workers 
say they help 
residents with 
dementia 
socialise and 
deal with 
distress 
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according to Ageless Innovation, 
the manufacturer that was spun 
out of the US toy giant Hasbro. 

Research in care homes using the 
pets by Plymouth University has 
found decreased neuropsychiatric 
symptoms, such as delusions, 
depression, anxiety, elation, apathy 
and occupational disruptiveness 
for those residents with robot pets. 

The innovation comes amid 
predictions that 135 million people 
worldwide may be affected by 
dementia by mid-century and more 
than 1.6 million in the UK alone - up 
from about 900,000 today. 

Ted Fischer, the chief executive 
of Ageless Innovation, said the 
idea was born when it emerged 
that about 20% of the reviews 
for Hasbro’s animatronic pets for 
children were coming from people 
buying them for elderly relatives. 
“There was an increasing desire 
for older adults to have more fun, 
play and joy and this need for more 
companionship,” Fischer said. 

The Plymouth researchers found 
people with moderate or severe 
dementia and those considered 
lonely were most likely to interact 
with the devices. Residents 
“nurtured robots, which perhaps 
provided asense of responsibility 
and purpose”, the study found. 
“There were also [reports of] 
residents feeding, dressing, and 
grooming the pets.” The pets led 
toa “significant difference in 
occupational disruptiveness”, 
suggesting they could ease a 
burden on care workers. 

With one in 10 social care jobs 
vacant, a temptation may be to use 
the pets to free up pressed staff. 

Yet care workers at Oak Manor said 
they must not be deployed in the 
same way some parents pacify 
children with iPads. Success came 
when the pets provided a familiar 
focus when agitation was rising and 
they encouraged socialisation as 
residents petted them together. 


Scorsese, 
Fincher and 
Haynes lead 
London film 
festival lineup 


Films by Martin Scorsese, David 
Fincher, Yorgos Lanthimos and 
Hayao Miyazaki are heading for Brit- 
ain as part of the mammoth lineup 
announced by next month’s London 
film festival. 

Scorsese’s Killers of the Flower 
Moon - which has already received 
rave reviews for its portrayal of the 
real-life murders of Osage people in 
the 1920s over oil claims - will screen 
as well as Poor Things, Lanthimos’s 
surreal fantasy romance adapted 
from Alasdair Gray’s novel. Fincher’s 
hitman thriller The Killer, which stars 
Michael Fassbender, and Miyazaki’s 
much anticipated The Boy and the 
Heron, reputedly the master anima- 
tor’s final film, will also be shown. 

They join other high-profile films 
at the festival, including The Book 
of Clarence, Jeymes Samuel’s bibli- 
cal satire starring LaKeith Stanfield; 
Bradley Cooper’s Leonard Bern- 
stein biopic Maestro; Todd Haynes’s 
age-gap relationship drama May 
December with Natalie Portman 
and Julianne Moore; and the world 
premiere of the latest feature from 
Aardman Animations, Chicken Run: 
Dawn of the Nugget. 

More than 200 films will be 
screened at the 12-day event in Octo- 
ber, with other world premieres 
including the festival’s closing film, 
The Kitchen, a near-future drama 
about a housing estate directed by 
Kibwe Tavares and Daniel Kaluuya; 
rural folk-horror Starve Acre from 
Apostasy director Daniel Kokotajlo; 
and Julia Jackman’s mid-noughties 
romcom Bonus Track. 

British audiences will also get their 
first look at films by homegrown 
heroes including Molly Manning 
Walker’s Cannes hit How to Have 
Sex; Jonathan Glazer’s Martin Amis 
adaptation The Zone of Interest; and 
the festival’s opening film, Saltburn, 
written and directed by Promising 
Young Woman’s Emerald Fennell. 


Bradley Cooper as Leonard 
Bernstein and Carey Mulligan as 
Felicia Montealegre in Maestro 
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Flying to conceive 


Britons forced to go 


overseas for IVF 


after UK costs soar 


Sarah Marsh 


aroline cried cycling to 

work after discovering 

she was going through 

early menopause. 

She had received the 

diagnosis over the 
phone from her GP after months 
of brain fog, depression and other 
unexplained symptoms. Shortly 
afterwards, she ended upina 
fertility clinic in Greece. 

At the time, three years ago, 
and then aged 34, Caroline, who 
did not want to give her full name, 
knew she wanted children, but her 
options in the UK were limited. 
There was a year-long waiting list 
fora single cycle of IVF in her area 
of London, plus another year wait 
for egg donation. “The length of 
wait was too long,’ says Caroline. 

She could have gone private in 
the UK but decided instead to fly 
1,500 miles for treatment. “It feels a 
bit horrible to say, but the decision 
came down to cost,” she says. 

If you choose to receive IVF 
treatment via egg donation, the 
average cost of a cycle in Greece 
is between €4,200 (£3,610) and 
€6,000. If you are using your own 
egg it can cost between €2,500 
and €3,500 for one cycle. Caroline 
paid €6,000 for an IVF cycle with 
a donor egg. With travel and 
accommodation on top, as well 
as embryo storage, medication 


and scans it cost about £9,000. In 
the UK, costs for IVF range from 
anywhere between £3,500 and 
£7,000 a cycle. If you need donated 
eggs it costs from £7,000 to £12,000. 

Like Caroline, a growing number 
of Britons are going abroad for 
fertility treatments. 

GlobMed, a company that helps 
people navigate private healthcare 
globally, says its Greek partner 
clinic has had a 15-20% year-on- 
year growth in British patients. 

It expects Britons to become 
about 20-30% of its total 
international clients by 2026. Czech 
clinics, with costs low, have had 
the biggest increase in the past 
few years, doubling the number of 
clients from the UK since Covid. 

The Turkish Healthcare Travel 
Council says 2,623 Britons went to 
Turkey for IVF treatment in 2021. In 
2022 the number was 4,147. 

The rise is the result of long waits 
for NHS treatment and restrictions 
on eligibility - the latest report 
from the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Authority (HFEA) 
shows 63% of IVF was funded 
privately in 2021 compared with 
52% in 2019 - and the spiralling 
costs of private treatment. 

Dr Channa Jayasena, a 
reproductive endocrinologist 
working at Imperial College London 
and Hammersmith hospital, says 
patients often discuss options 
abroad because of costs. “The UK 
has two very different models of 
pricing, one is the NHS, which is 


A Caroline with 
her son, who was 
born after she had 
IVF treatment in 
Greece 


cycle in Greece, against £7,000 in 
the UK for private treatment 


The year-on-year increase in 
British patients having IVF 
treatment at one clinic in Greece 


Me aa 


shrinking, and the other private ... 
Itis hard to afford IVF treatment in 
the UK so people are visiting other 
countries as it is a cheaper option.” 
But it does not come without 
challenges. “It is a significant 
burden to take a month out of work 
and consider whether to bring 
your partner for some, or all, the 
treatment. Being away from loved 
ones and work is also challenging,” 
Jayasena says, adding that 
practices can also be different and 
“unscrupulous practitioners” can 
take advantage of couples. 
Caroline researched treatments 
abroad through a Facebook 
group. One factor the 37-year-old 
had to consider were the rules 
in other European countries 


around anonymity of egg donors. 
“In Greece the donor would 

be permanently anonymous, 
compared to your child being able 
to find out about them when they 
turn 18 in the UK,” she says. She 
wanted her son to have the option 
to trace his genealogy. 

“It was a tricky decision for 
us, and unfortunately we did 
have to make it in the end based 
predominantly on costs,” she says. 
“The clinic was wonderful from day 
one,” she adds. 

Caroline underwent the transfer 
in July 2020 and her son was born 
in 2021. She hopes to return to 
Greece for IVF again in the future. 

Laura Westwood, 44, also went 
for treatment abroad after finding 
it challenging in the UK. She had 
had one IVF treatment cycle with 
the NHS but then put on weight 
and could not receive a second. She 
went to Greece where she had one 
cycle after which she lost weight 
and was able to have another with 
the NHS. When this failed she had 
further ones in Greece and became 
pregnant after her sixth cycle, 
giving birth in April 2021. 

“It cost around £5,000 for each 
full cycle we did, but in the UK it 
would have been a few thousand 
pounds more. Even with flights and 
everything else it still worked out 
cheaper abroad.” 

Rachel Cutting, the director of 
compliance and information at the 
HFEA, says to be aware of hidden 
extras. Also, to consider the need 
for medical care should there be 
complications from treatment. 
“Not all countries have the same 
regulation as the UK for fertility 
treatment,” she says. 

Jayasena’s advice for those going 
abroad is to request companies’ 
published data on their success. He 
also suggests looking on message 
boards for experiences. “It is not 
ideal, but we are dealing with 
people who have no other option. 
It begs another question, is there a 
way of making fertility treatments 
more affordable? If we accept the 
NHS is under strain, are there 
different or new technologies that 
can offer something to couples?” 
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Packed 
lunch price F 
leaps and 
trousers 
take a turn 
upwards 


Pamela Duncan 
Anna Leach 


Parents braced for the back-to-school 
rush face an extra problem this year, 
with the cost ofa packed lunch rising 
by almost three times the UK rate of 
headline inflation. 

Atypical lunch containing a sand- 
wich, an apple and a small yoghurt 
costs £2.17 - 32p more than a year ago 
and equivalent to £61 more over the 
course of the school year, an 18% rise. 
Thatis £105 more per child per school 
year than in 2018-19. 

While school uniform cost rises 
have been relatively moderate this 
year, a pair of school trousers will cost 
almost £2 more than in 2018, whilea 
pair of kids’ trainers will cost £6.50 
more than five years ago. 

Many schools in Britain reopen 
their doors next week - most pupils 
in Scotland returned last month - 
with households still facing cost of 
living pressures. 

The steep rise in the cost of basic 
lunchbox staples comes despite a 
welcome slowing in consumer prices 
index inflation to 6.8% in July from 
7.9% in June - the first month since 
autumn 2021in which UK prices rose 
less rapidly than wages. However, 
inflationis still above three times the 
Bank of England’s 2% target. 

Food price inflation did, in fact, 
slow to 14.9% in the year to July 


National 
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The cost of going back to school has increased significantly since 2018 
The price of six back-to-school staples. See table for breakdown of goods 


£60 
£59.29 
Jul 2023 
55 
ZNW £52.20 
i Jul 2022 50 
£49.80 
Jul 2018 
T T T T T T 45 
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
Essential goods July July July % increase 
and services 2018 2022 2023 2018-23 
Child's sports trainers £28.25 £28.47 £34.82 23.3% 
School trousers (5-13 yrs) 8.74 10.00 10.64 21.7 
School skirt (5-13 yrs) 7.83 8.42 8.30 6.0 
Secondary school meal (cafeteria) 2527 2.45 2.53 11.5 
Primary school meal (fixed charges) 2.24 2.33 2.42 8.0 
Ballpoint pen (single) 0.47 0.53 0.58 23.4 
Total £49.80 £52.20 £59.29 19.1% 


Source: ONS. Average prices for goods 


| < Trousers will 
cost an average 
£10.64 (up from 
£10) while skirt 
prices have 
dipped to £8.30 
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2023 (down from 17.4% in the year 
to June 2023, and a peak of 19.2% in 
March) but was still higher than wage 
growth. The driving factor behind the 
headline rate ofinflation in July wasa 
reduction in gas and electricity bills, 
which rose dramatically in 2022. 
While homemade lunches have 
risen in price, the increase in the cost 
of cafeteria lunchesis running below 
inflation. Cafeteria meals, although 
more expensive thana year ago, have 
increased in price by less than 4%. 
The rise in the cost of school uni- 
form garments recorded by the Office 
for National Statistics (ONS) also 
comes in below annual inflation. 
The price of a pair of school trou- 
sers for children aged 5-13 went from 
an average of £10 last year to £10.64 
this schoolterm - slightly below infla- 
tion but up £1.90 compared with 2018 
- while the price of a school skirt for 
the same ages fell slightly to £8.30. 
The average price of kids’ sports 
trainers has risen considerably to 
almost £35 during the last ONS snap- 
shot, taken in July - £6.57 more than 
in 2018, with the vast majority of the 
increase occurring in the past year. 


Inquest opens 
into deaths 


of couple on 
flooded road 


Mark Brown 
North of England correspondent 


A coroner has said questions need 
to be answered about the deaths ofa 
couple whose car became stranded 
ina flooded Liverpool road. 

Elaine and Philip Marco, who were 
76 and 77, died after their Mercedes 
became submerged in Queens Drive, 
Liverpool, last Saturday, an inquest 
at the city’s coroners court was told. 

Police, fire and ambulance crews 
responded and the couple were taken 
to hospital, where both were pro- 
nounced dead. 

Adjourning the inquest until next 
year, the coroner, André Rebello, said: 
“Clearly there are questions that will 
need to be answered with regard to 
the highway authority, maintenance 
of the road, vigilance with regard to 
inclement weather.” 

He added: “Inquiries will need to 
be made with regard to the history of 
this road and lessons learned from 
previous experience, particularly 
from residents of the area, and that 
will all take some time. 

“It would be premature of me to 
identify any other interested parties 
whose actions or inactions might 
have caused or contributed to this 
incident. It’s veryimportant we allow 
police to get on with their inquiries.” 


A Elaine and Philip Marco’s car was 
stranded in a flooded Liverpool road 
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‘First activist’ Scotland 


independence rally is 


Yousaf's chance to shine 


Libby Brooks 
Scotland correspondent 


umza Yousaf is 


hoping for sunshine. 


In chatty video clips 
that have circulated 
on social media 
this week, the 
first minister extends a personal 
invitation to Scottish National 
party members and the wider 
yes movement to attend today’s 
Believe in Scotland march and 
rally for independence. And he 
assures them that, whatever the 
weather, “nothing can dampen our 
enthusiasm and determination”. 

It signals a distinct change in 
emphasis from his predecessor 
Nicola Sturgeon, who rarely 
attended marches like this 
one, according to the veteran 
independence campaigner Lesley 
Riddoch. By contrast, Yousaf has 


top speaker billing at the rally. “A 
lot of people are saying this will be 
atest for Yousaf, but he’s very good 
at this - it’s arare skill to be able to 
command a crowd and he’s got it,” 
said Riddoch. 

Plenty within the SNP report 
abuzz about the event, which is 
welcomed as anecessary morale 
boost after a summer of gloomy 
headlines: a slump in the polls, 
the continuing police inquiry into 
party finances, a deficit of more 
than £800,000 because of a fallin 
membership and donations, anda 
combustible internal row over the 
future of the Bute House agreement 
- the power-sharing arrangement 
with the Scottish Greens. 

And in October, Yousaf will 
probably face a resurgent Scottish 
Labour party in the Rutherglen 
and Hamilton West byelection, a 
road test for his new independence 
strategy, which may also be 
challenged at the SNP’s annual 


conference in the same month, the 
first organised by the party’s new 
chief executive, Murray Foote. 

Not that these challenges have 
detained Yousaf himself, who has 
used the relative freedom of the 
summer recess to make good on his 
pledge to be “first activist” as much 
as first minister, popping up at local 
events across the country. “He’s 
very reachable and very visible,” 
said one MSP, “which is good for 
members but also for the public 
more widely” 

Next week, MSPs will return to 
the Scottish parliament to hear 
Yousaf deliver his first programme 
for government - the Holyrood 


Y Humza Yousaf visiting Claypotts 
Castle school in Dundee this week. 
He is hoping for a political reset 
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equivalent of the king’s speech 

- which could be a moment of 
reset. After Yousaf scrapped or 
substantially revised a series of 
difficult policies in his first few 
months, it is understood the aim 
now is to shift focus from things 
Scottish ministers cannot or will 
not do to what they can. 

He is also expected to work to 
tackle toxic masculinity, reflected 
in his recent Guardian opinion 
piece, and has spoken about a shift 
in the way his government tackles 
financial hardship. Hosting an anti- 
poverty summit in May, Yousaf 
suggested his government should 
focus on targeted interventions 


funded by bold tax decisions 
instead of universal provision. 

But he also underlined that 
tackling poverty and improving 
public services depended ona 
thriving business sector. And in this 
area, he suffers from a significant 
perception problem. 

This week, a report from the 
Fraser of Allander Institute found 
that only 9% of Scottish firms agree 
that the government understands 
the business environment. 

And, days apart, the Scottish 
Tories and Labour set out their own 
economic platforms - attacking 
the SNP for its alliance with the 
“extreme” Greens and focusing too 
much on social policy. 

Yousaf has reaffirmed his 
commitment to the Green deal, and 
supportive MSPs hope some of the 
summer’s tensions will dissipate 
once the business of government 
cranks up again, but rows over 
short-term-let regulation anda ban 
on gas boilers make this unlikely. 

Eilidh Whiteford, a former SNP 
MP and nowa senior adviser for 
the political consultancy True 
North, said: “It’s important to 
acknowledge how hard it is for the 
Scottish government, withouta 
working majority. 

“Humza Yousaf’s great strength 
is his interpersonal skills - could 
that give him room for manoeuvre 
with the rest of the parliament?” 
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Cue heavy breathing: director 
hails the return of the sex scene 


Arts and culture correspondent 


From 1970s movies such as Last 
Tango in Paris and Don’t Look Now 
to1990s eroticthrillers Basic Instinct 
and Eyes Wide Shut, cinema history 
is rife with sexually explicit scenes 
and full-frontal nudity. 

But with superhero movies dom- 
inating box offices in recent years, 
directors fearing accusations of 
coercion, and younger audiences 
supposedly more prudish, some have 
called time on the sex scene. 

Now the talk is whether Yorgos 
Lanthimos’s new film, Poor Things 


- already a recipient of significant 
Oscar buzz - could mark a return to 
former licentiousness. It features 
more sex scenes, masturbation and 
full-frontal nudity than almost all 
modern studio-backed features. 

“It’s weird, isn’t it, why isthereno 
sex in movies?” Lanthimos joked at 
a press conference at the Venice film 
festival yesterday, hours before the 
picture was due to premiere. 

Adapted from the 1992 novel by 
Alasdair Gray, the comedy-horror 
- described as a feminist version of 
Frankenstein - follows Emma Stone 
as Bella Baxter, a young woman 
brought back to life by a brilliant and 
unorthodox scientist. 


“It was a very intrinsic part of 
the novel itself, her freedom in 
everything, including sexuality,’ Lan- 
thimos said of the film’s sex scenes. 

He added: “It was very important 
for me to not make a film that was 
going to be prudish because that 
would be completely betraying the 
main character. We had to be confi- 
dent Emma had to havenoshameand 
she understood that right away.” 

Poor Things is not the only 
steamy number coming to screens 
this autumn. Andrew Haigh’s All of 
Us Strangers, which premiered at 
Telluride, is a supernatural drama 
featuring an eroticromance between 
Paul Mescal and Andrew Scott. 


Past climaxes 
of screen 
eroticism, left 
1973’s Don’t 
Look Now and 
Basic Instinct, 
1992, above 
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And Ira Sachs’s acclaimed indie 
film Passages, which premiered at 
Sundance and stars Franz Rogowski, 
Ben Whishaw and Adéle Exarchopou- 
losinamenageatrois, was classified 
NC-17 by the US Motion Picture Asso- 
ciation, its most restrictive rating. 
Even Christopher Nolan’s Oppenhe- 
imer featured naked romps between 
Cillian Murphy and Florence Pugh. 

Dr Jeff Scheible, senior Lecturer 
in film studies at King’s College Lon- 
don, said it was possible to see the 
new slate of films “as a response to 
the sex that we are not seeing in all 
the sequels, remakes, Marvel movies, 
andso forth that Hollywood has been 
churning out the past several years”. 

Compounding this are the fears 
and hesitations around what is 
acceptable to depict in light of the 
#MeToo discourse. 

Lanthimos yesterday paid tribute 
to Elle McAlpine, the intimacy coor- 
dinator on Poor Things. 

“She made everything much eas- 
ier for everyone,” he said. 


Emma Stone is 


a sensation at centre of 


this steampunk horror 


Poor Things 
Venice film festival 


hat coo-ing note of 

kindness and pity in 

the title is misleading 

-in fact, there is 

pure vivisectional 

ruthlessness in this 
toweringly bizarre epic. Poor 
Things is a steampunk-retrofuturist 


Kathryn 
Hunter and 
Emma Stone in 
comic horror 
Poor Things 


Victorian freakout and macabre 
black-comic horror, adapted by the 
screenwriter Tony McNamara from 
the 1992 novel by Alasdair Gray and 
directed by the absurdist virtuoso 
Yorgos Lanthimos. 

Emma Stone gives an amazing 
and hilarious performance as the 
sexual-innocent primitive Bella 
Baxter, the secret experimental 
subject and ward of the 


-in * 


charismatic, troubled anatomist 
Dr Godwin Baxter (who she calls 
“God”) played by Willem Dafoe. 
Bella’s beady gaze under a near- 
monobrow takes everything in and 
makes what sense she can from the 
brave new world that Baxter has 
surrounded her with. 

Bella is a young woman who had 
attempted to take her own life by 
throwing herself from London’s 


Tower Bridge; Godwin daringly 
retrieved her almost-dead body 
under cover of darkness from the 
Thames’ muddy bank and - like 
across between Mary Shelley’s 
Victor Frankenstein and George 
Bernard Shaw’s Henry Higgins 
- reanimates her using methods 
whose exotic ghastliness is only 
revealed at the story’s end. 
Childlike and yet adult-bodied, 
Bellais tutored and looked after by 
Baxter, his housekeeper Mrs Prim 
(a great turn from Vicki Pepperdine) 
and Baxter’s fresh-faced research 
assistant, Max McCandles (Ramy 
Youssef), who falls deeply in love 
with Bella. Bella becomes, in her 
way, a great Victorian explorer and 
discoverer of the sexual self. 
Everything in this film - every 
frame, every image, every joke, 
every performance - gets a gasp 
of excitement. 


Released in the UK on 12 January 


Supernatural 


romance comes 


with a twist 


All of Us Strangers 
Telluride film festival 


ndrew Haigh’s 
mysterious, beautiful 
and sentimental 
film is a fantasy- 
supernatural 
romance about 
loneliness and love. It concerns 
the climacteric of middle age when 
you realise you are probably nearer 
to death than birth, there is no 
guarantee that you will live your 
life inside a relationship and your 
parents were ordinary, vulnerable 
people - just like you. 
All of Us Strangers is adapted 
by Haigh from the Japanese novel 
Strangers by Taichi Yamada, 
translated into English by 
Wayne Lammers (already filmed 
in Japanese), possibly tilting 
away from the original’s tone of 
disturbing possibilities towards a 
melancholy sweetness, and finding 
something gently revelatory in the 
eerie and uncanny. 
Andrew Scott is Adam, a 
screenwriter listlessly working on 
a script inspired by his relationship 
with his late parents, who died 
when he was 12. Another man 
keeps roguishly catching his eye: 
Harry, played by Paul Mescal. Like 
Adam, he is lonely; unlike Adam, he 
is a drinker. The booze emboldens 
Harry to approach Adam. 
Just as this tricky relationship 
is beginning to take off, Adam 
goes ona whim to see the suburb 
where he grew up. Here, he makes 
asensational discovery: mum 
(Claire Foy) and dad (Jamie Bell) are 
somehow still alive and living in his 
old house. They have not aged. As 
for Adam and Harry’s relationship, 
it continues to hold out the promise 
of happiness. 
Opinions may be divided over 
the film’s final scene, whether 
it takes this drama too far into 
another genre and whether the 
scenes in which we’ve made sucha 
tearful emotional investment have 
merely been misdirection. But what 
tremendous performances from all 
four; what style Haigh brings to this 
movie. The film is an enormously 
satisfying and affecting experience. 


Andrew Scott stars as Adam 
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‘No one expects him back’ Edwards 


in limbo as BBC inquiry continues 


Jim Waterson 
Media editor 


ast September Huw 

Edwards sprinted out 

ofa barbershop near 

his south London 

home, after being 

summoned to the BBC’s 
headquarters so he could announce 
Queen Elizabeth II’s death to the 
nation. Now the BBC is weighing up 
whether it can ever reuse footage of 
Edwards’ historic royal broadcast, 
with the presenter still suspended 
in the wake of the Sun’s partially- 
retracted allegation that he paida 
17-year-old for explicit images. 

It has been almost two months 
since the newspaper prompted the 
fiercest and shortest BBC scandal 
in recent history. Within a week, it 
went from being a story that could 
topple the director general into one 
that was barely meriting a mention 
in the wider media. 


Yet questions remain for the 
BBC, the Sun, and the presenter 
himself - and itis unclear whether 
Edwards will ever be able to 
unwind the knotty mess of public, 
personal and workplace issues that 
have him left him off air. 

One senior BBC journalist 
summarised the verdict of large 
chunks of the newsroom when it 
comes to Edwards’ employment 
prospects: “No one expects him 
to come back.” Some of Edwards’ 
closest work colleagues say they 
have not heard from him in weeks. 
They say he is not responding 
to messages. Though the police 
declined to investigate the Sun’s 
allegations, which were based 
on the testimony of concerned 
parents, Edwards still faces an 
internal workplace investigation 
that will consider whether 
he brought the broadcaster 
into disrepute. 

Key individuals have yet to 
be updated on the BBC inquiry’s 


progress, which is described as 
still being at the fact-finding stage, 
suggesting there is no imminent 
conclusion in sight, with the 
presenter suspended and believed 
to be on his £435,000-a-year pay. 
One of the main issues that 
fanned the flames of the original 
story was the vague language used 
by the Sun in its original reporting 
- which the newspaper argues was 
an attempt to protect Edwards’ 
privacy. The tabloid used gender- 
neutral terms such as “child” and 
“young person” to describe the 


‘He was the colossus 
of the newsroom; 
he thought he had 


impunity’ 


Former colleague 
of Edwards at the BBC 


person alleged to have been paid 
tens of thousands of pounds by 
Edwards in return for explicit 
pictures. This - along with the 
mention of the individual being 17 
when communication began - gave 
the impression that Edwards may 
have committed a criminal offence. 

Dame Elan Closs Stephens, the 
BBC’s interim chair, subsequently 
told a parliamentary committee 
that the individual alleged to have 
received the money from Edwards 
was a “young man”. Her decision to 
state the gender of the 20-year-old 
at the heart of the allegations was 
largely overlooked at the at the time 
of the hearing. 

But in response Victoria Newton, 
the editor of the Sun newspaper, 
told the same committee that Closs 
Stephens had revealed more details 
about the young person than her 
newspaper: “At no point have we 
identified the gender of the young 
person, which the BBC has done on 
more than one occasion.” 
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{Huw Edwards 
has remained 
suspended 
from BBC News 
since July when 
allegations 
of sexual 
misconduct were 
published by the 
Sun newspaper 
PHOTOGRAPH: BBC 


Yet itis subsequent allegations 
against Edwards - including 
complaints about the presenter’s 
social media messaging habits - 
that could ultimately cause him 
more headaches than the original 
disputed Sun story. 

Gossip about Edwards’ habit 
of sending messages to younger 
members of staff in the BBC 
newsroom and on Instagram had 
been circulating for several years. 
Some of those who received them 
believed he was not aware of 
how some of the messages were 
being perceived and the power 
dynamics involved, considering 
him to be naive rather than acting 
improperly. Others were less 
forgiving - some of messages were 
said to leave junior staff convinced 
they had done something wrong. 

BBC News reporting suggested 
Edwards had messaged three 
young BBC employees, including 
one who is still at the organisation, 
with messages that made them 
feel uncomfortable. 

Edwards also lacks a natural 
support base in the newsroom, 
having not always endeared 
himself to fellow BBC staff. As 
one former colleague put it: “He 
thought he was on top of anything, 
he thought nothing of going 
straight to the director general ... He 
was the colossus of the newsroom; 
he thought he had impunity.” 


The presenter had a strong sense 
of his own value, especially after 
having to take a pay cut in the wake 
of the BBC’s gender pay scandal. 
His widely praised handling of 
the announcement of the queen’s 
death landed in the middle of 
protracted negotiations over a 
new BBC contract, with Edwards 
publicly flirting with leaving the 
corporation for a private sector job. 

Sources at ITV told the Guardian 
that he was also briefly considered 
as a potential replacement for 
Piers Morgan as a host of Good 
Morning Britain, only for talks to go 
nowhere. “Huw insisted he would 
need to keep doing his BBC royal 
coverage,” said one individual with 
knowledge of the talks. 

Edwards was eventually 
identified by his wife, Vicky Flind, 
who said her husband had been 
seeking help for mental health 
issues. Her statement, drafted with 
assistance from the former News 
of the World editor Andy Coulson, 
prompted a swell of public support 
for Edwards and shut down 
coverage of the issue. 

She said her husband, who often 
seemed to relish public fights, 
“intends to respond to the stories 
that have been published” once 
he feels better. What’s unclear is 
whether Edwards still intends to 
launch a fightback - or whether he 
is now considering leaving quietly. 


we Handpicked 
G render 


Better than 
half price 


Get the book for better than half price at £13 (RRP £28) 
in WHSmith stores using this voucher or online 
using code 60876119 


ul 


Terms and Conditions: This voucher entitles you to one copy of '5 Ingredients: Mediterranean’ by Jamie Oliver (9780241431160) for £13 at 
WHSmith. Full RRP £28. Voucher valid ONLINE at www.whsmith.co.uk and IN-STORE from Saturday 2nd September. Voucher expires on Friday 15th 
September 2023. TO REDEEM ONLINE: add the product to your basket and apply the voucher code 60876119 in the promo code box. Cannot be 
used in conjunction with any other promotion codes. Offer excludes delivery costs. Full T&Cs available at www.whsmith.co.uk/terms. 

UK stores only. Offer excludes stores at airports, railway stations, motorway service stations, hospitals, garden centres and workplaces and Books 
by WHSmith at Selfridges, Harrods, Fenwicks and Arnotts. This voucher cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotional voucher or 
discount card. Only one voucher can be redeemed per transaction and it must be surrendered on use. No cash alternative. Photocopies will not 

be accepted and the voucher is not transferable. Vouchers that have been forged, defaced or otherwise tampered with will not be valid for use. 
Subject to availability. 


JAMIE OLIVER 


The 


WHSmith Guardian 


EST-1792 


The Guardian Saturday 2 September 2023 


28) 


| National 


Student was not initially 
tested for sepsis despite 
early signs, inquest told 


Steven Morris 


Hospital staff caring for a student 
who had suffered a dislocated hip 
in a rugby accident did not initially 
test her for sepsis even afterasystem 
designed to pick up early warning 
signs suggested this should have 
been done, an inquest has heard. 
Staff at Southmead hospital in 
Bristolalso apparently failed to carry 
out all the observations needed to 
keep Maddy Lawrence safe, the hear- 
ing at Avon coroner’s court was told. 
Lawrence hip was dislocated when 
she was tackled during a game for 
UWEBristolon 9 March 2022. She was 
taken to hospital, developed sepsis, 
had a series of operations including 
a leg amputation and died of multi- 
ple organ failure 16 days later. The 
inquest has heard she spent more 
than five hours lying on the pitch 
awaiting an ambulance. It also heard 
a bomb hoax had delayed a CT scan. 


Yvonne Bushell,a nurse who has 
since retired, told the inquest yes- 
terday she was concerned about 
the degree of pain Lawrence was in 
when she was involved in her care 
over three days from Friday 11 March. 
She confirmed she had told a patient 
safety review investigation she felt 
doctors “weren’t listening” to how 
much pain Lawrence was in. 

Jonathan Jones KC, who is repre- 
senting the family, suggested it was 
“very unusual” for a fit young woman 
with a dislocated hip to still be “cry- 
ing out in pain” so long after it had 
been manipulated back into place. 

Jones questioned Bushell over why 
regular observations had apparently 
not been carried out when Lawrence’s 
News (national early warning score), 
which is designed to pick up dete- 
rioration and sepsis, indicated this 


> Maddy Lawrence died of organ 
failure 16 days after her hip was 
dislocated during arugby match 
PHOTOGRAPH: FAMILY/PA 


should have been done. Bushell said 
she had been “let down” by trainee 
colleagues whom she had expected 
tocarry out the observations, adding: 
“I wasn’t aware of the lack of obser- 
vation being taken.” She said she was 
“teally shocked” when she found 
out. The inquest was also told that 
at this point, no screening for sepsis 
was ordered though, again, scoresin 
News could have triggered this. 

Jones asked: “Do you think you 
should have screened for sepsis?” 
Bushell said: “Potentially yes.” She 
said she had reflected on Lawrence’s 
care. “Idon’t know... whyI didn’t do 
whatI should have done,” she said. “I 
apologise.” Bushell said she had been 
trained in News but did not remem- 
ber training in Sepsis 6, aset of tasks 
created to reduce the risk of death. 

Lydia Jenner, an orthopaedic regis- 
trar who saw Lawrence the day after 
the injury, said she was in pain but 
“looked well” and she expected her 
to be home by the weekend. She said 
she was unaware of her News scores. 
Ifshe had known, she said she would 
have asked nurses and junior doc- 
tors to monitor her for deterioration. 
“I was surprised to learn they [the 
scores] were high. 

Jenner said she had changed her 
practice and now looked at News 
scores. She disagreed with Bushell’s 
claim that doctors had not listened 
to concerns about Lawrence’s pain. 

The inquest continues. 


£82 could help provide a lifesaving 
Emergency Payment for a parent 


to feed their child. 


Afghanistan remains the world’s largest 
humanitarian crisis. Unemployment and 
food prices have skyrocketed. Hunger is 
widespread and many areas are on the 


verge of famine. 


A staggering 97% of the population lives in 


poverty. Lives are at stake. 


UNHCR is part of the United Nations 


NHCR/Oxygen Film Studio 


and is politically impartial, and has the 


reach and partners to get help to where 


it’s most needed. Teams are operational 
in Afghanistan and working hard to help 
displaced people, but relief operations face 
a serious funding shortfall, and we urgently 


need more support. Will you help? 


A gift of £82 could help provide a family with 
an Emergency Payment to buy food and 


other lifesaving essentials. 


Emergency Payments are one of the most 
effective ways to help. The payments support 
the local economy, are relatively quick and 
inexpensive to administer and, crucially, 
allow families like Noor’s to prioritise the 
needs most important to them, whether for 


food, medicine or fuel. 


Noor lives with her four children, including 
8-year-old Behtar who is pictured above, 
in an isolated mountain-top cabin, with 
pieces of threadbare fabric covering where 


the doors and windows should be. 


Noor used to earn a little money washing 
clothes, but work has dried up. Like millions 
of her fellow Afghans, she has run out of 


options. 


could help a family buy essentials 


*Behtar’s name, and the names of all individuals, have been 
changed to help protect their identities. 


“With our income, what can I buy? 
Sometimes my children do not eat for 
three days because | cannot buy food 
to cook for them. If we die here on this 


mountain, no-one will pay attention.” 


place to sleep. 


give what you can. 


like food, medicine and fuel. 


Please stand with displaced 
people in Afghanistan and 
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UNHCR provided humanitarian assistance 

to around 5.9 million people in Afghanistan, 
including 1.2 million supported with 
Emergency Payments. This year, factors 
like the conflict in Ukraine have left UNHCR 
resources desperately stretched, and we 
urgently need your support. 


Despite challenges, more than half a million 
Afghans have received UNHCR assistance 
throughout Afghanistan so far in 2023. Eighty 
per cent of those receiving direct assistance 
are women and children. A gift from you 
today could mean children have hot food 
to eat, medicine if they are sick, and a safe 


An example of what 
families might buy. 
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Snakes alive! How are 


the Aussies so chilled 


Monday 

It’s the last days of summer, 

and before we return fully to 

the horrors of Trump’s election 
run and the cost of living crisis, 
let’s enjoy some news from 
Australia, where problems come 
in more visceral form. Shortly 
after it emerged that a woman 
examined by doctors in Canberra 
had been hosting a live worm in 
her brain for six months, footage 
materialised from Queensland 
of a 5-metre (16ft) carpet snake 

- or as the newspapers put it, 

a “massive python” - caught 

on camera by a family as the 
snake sauntered off the roof of 

a suburban house and into a 
neighbouring tree. 

To non-Australians, the most 
remarkable aspect of the carpet 
snake story was the phlegmatic 
response of the onlookers. 
Characterised in headlines as 
“horrified”, witnesses were, as 
it turns out, and judging by the 
audio, not remotely shocked at 
all: as the giant snake swaggered 
through the branches like a host 
welcoming guests at a cocktail 
party, a woman could be heard 
making phlegmatic observations 
about its tail, a man yelled “Your 
pizza’s getting cold!” and - at last, 
a recognisable response - a small 
child quietly sobbed. “Be brave!” 
chipped in the man, cheerfully. 

“They’re not normal, your 
people,” I tell an Australian 
friend, who instantly and with 
relish fills me in about the time 
she saw a snake eat a cat whole 


about scary wildlife? 


(“Ican never unsee it”) and a friend 
of hers, also from Queensland, who 
woke one morning to find a python 
wrapped around the stem of her 
bedside lamp. (Her friend grabbed 
the kid and the dog and fled the 
house but did not, as I would have 
done, die instantly of a massive 
heart attack.) 

Countries have their national 
vanities. Bring up bad weather, 
delayed transportation, or a three- 
day queue to pay one’s respects 
to a queen and you will see the 
true mettle of the English. Giant 
pythons on the roof: not so much. 


Tuesday 

It’s day two of Angeles Béjar’s 
hunger strike in support of her son, 
the Spanish football federation 
chief and enthusiastic grabber of 


women, Luis Rubiales, who was 
suspended by Fifa on Saturday 
after clamping the head of the star 
forward Jenni Hermoso and kissing 
her on the lips, in celebration of 
Spain’s World Cup win against 
England. 

Béjar’s defence of her son is so 
grand, so operatic - she staged 
her protest by locking herself 
in a church in Motril, her home 
town in southern Spain, before 
being conveyed to hospital on 
Wednesday and calling the strike 
off - as to trigger a suspicion that, 
rather than supporting Rubiales, 
she is actually playing him like a 
violin. 

While Rubiales vowed to “fight 
to the end” and described the kiss 
as “mutual” - a claim vigorously 
denied by Hermoso, whose 
assertion was backed up by anyone 
with eyes who had reviewed the 
footage - Béjar upstaged Rubiales 
with behaviour so eccentrically 
mortifying it seemed possible her 
sole purpose was to embarrass her 
son into retreat. 


Wednesday 

More kissing this week via that 
staple summer filler of British 
tabloids, the papped celebrities 
standing knee-deep in the ocean 
trying to have a quiet romantic 
moment on a public beach. I’ve 


Some ofus 
arejust born 
entertainers 


PHOTOGRAPHS: 
MARIO ANZUONI/ 
REUTERS; DAN 
KITWOOD/GETTY 


Š 2 
given this more thought than it 
deserves, obviously, but in the 
history of both couples and oceans, 
is the extended sea-kiss a move 
that non-celebrities have ever 
been inclined to attempt or have 
successfully pulled off? 

Margot Robbie (or, in the Sun 
print headline accompanying 
the photograph, Margot Snoggie) 
stands with her boyfriend, the 
producer Tom Ackerley, in the 
water in Greece, and all I can think 
is how hard it is to balance in the 
sea at the best of times, plus ugh, 
mate, get off, I’m trying to havea 
swim here. 

Earlier this summer, the pair 
were spotted in similar form ona 
beach in Costa Rica, or as the Sun 
had it, Kissta Rica. We don’t do 
snakes, but, let’s give ourselves 
this: we do do a lovely tabloid pun. 


Thursday 

Mitch McConnell, minority leader 
of the US Senate, freezes for the 
second time in three months, this 
time before reporters in Kentucky. 

In July, McConnell appeared 
in front of reporters on Capitol 
Hill and froze for 19 seconds, in 
what was widely speculated to be 
some form of stroke, before aides 
ushered him away. 

This week, the Republican leader 
was silent for more than 30 seconds 
at a press event, prompting arush 
among Democrats to shame the 
opposition by being extravagantly, 
performatively sympathetic. (You 
may recall the sound of Republican 
jeering that accompanied the 


Granted, 
thenew 
uniforms 
are crumble- 
resistant, 

= Gillian, but 
they may be 

1 atough sell 
| to the parents 


ie: 
Democrat John Fetterman’s stroke 
last year.) Putting on his best 
headteacher’s voice, President 
Joe Biden told off reporters who 
asked, somewhat smirkingly, 
about McConnell’s latest episode 
by pointing out that the 81-year- 
old senator’s condition was “not 

a joke” and promising to call his 
“good friend” - well played, sir! - 
later that afternoon. 


Friday 
It’s official: New York, specifically 
Manhattan, is the most expensive 
city in the US, beating out even 
the habitual frontrunner, San 
Francisco. The finding, reported 
by the Council for Community and 
Economic Research’s Cost of Living 
Index, comes as zero surprise to 
anyone who actually lives here, 
where housing costs run at 4.8 
times the national average and, if 
you don’t clear half a day to trek 
to an affordable supermarket, you 
can pay $7 (£5.50) for a litre of milk. 

To survive requires deep levels 
of psychological denial and never 
fully doing the maths on the 
monthly grocery bill. Still, things 
occasionally break through. At the 
checkout in our local supermarket 
this week, four items, two of them 
palm-size packets of mints, come 
to a staggering $36, which even 
I can’t ignore. Glancing at the 
empty basket, I ask the store clerk 
suspiciously how much the packet 
of almonds costs, and after looking 
it up, even she yelps - $17! Or 
practically a dollar an almond. 

I put them back. 
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Moonlight, 


owl hoots 


and a first 


lesbian kiss 


The Archers 
BBC Radio 4 


Charlotte Higgins 


ell there we 

go. Finally, we 

heard - albeit 

in that weird 

way kisses 

on the radio 
always come across as extremely 
loud and incredibly close - the 
first lesbian snog in The Archers. 
It happened on the night under 
canvas that Pip Archer had planned 
for her daughter, Rosie, with her 
friend Stella along for grownup 
company. Except young Rosie, 
not unreasonably, preferred to 
sleep ina proper bed, leaving Pip 
and Stella alone with the rosé and 


toasted marshmallows, under the 
Borsetshire moon and the lonely 
hoot of the tawny owl. 

Stella had just had her heart 
half broken when Ed Grundy 
accidentally crushed her dog 
Weaver beneath the wheels of his 
trailer (the second dog he has killed 
in his time, let it be said, which 
doesn’t make him some kind of 
canine serial killer, or so he claims). 
But I digress: the kiss happened - 
and it was rather lovely. 

There followed a week or so of 
the two women awkwardly turning 
up on each other’s doorsteps to 
return forgotten bags, suggest 
scones of apology, and exchange 
unconvincing promises not to be 
weird with each other. But it took 
Pip to have drunken sex with Toby, 
Rosie’s dad and her onetime on-off 
lover, to admit to herself that she 
actually likes Stella. And, as Beth 
Jordache remarked all those years 


ago in Brookside Close, no one got 
struck by lightning. 

The other dog Ed had 
accidentally killed was Baz, a gun 
dog beloved by George Grundy, 
when he was little. Perhaps that 
childhood trauma is why George 
Has a Problem With Women, which 
his mother, Emma, has grasped 
at last. The penny dropped in 
the almighty row that followed 


Stella had had her 
heart broken when 
Ed crushed her dog 
with his tractor. But 


the kiss was lovely 


George facilitating a secret meeting 
between young Henry and his 
ex-stepfather, Evil Rob Titchener, 
at the Borsetshire Show. Rob’s 
impending death from brain cancer 
has clearly not prevented him from 
slipping comfortably into Tommy 
Lee Royce mode. What we need, 
clearly, is Catherine Cawood. 
Instead, we have Helen Archer - 
though admittedly, Sgt Cawood 
wasn’t having to make a play for the 
Grey Gables cheese contract on top 
of all her worries in Happy Valley. 

Talking of Grey Gables, Adil 
Shah, who is overseeing the hotel’s 
refurb, had a Zoom meeting with 
“the owners” the other day. We still 
don’t know who “the owners” are, 
exactly, and they radiate a slight 
The Others vibe, if you remember 
that creepy film. Still, if Hazel 
Woolley were to rear her sinister 
head as one of them, I wouldn’t be 
much surprised. 
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Pictures of the week 


> A visitor at the 
grave of Yevgeny 
Prigozhin in St 
Petersburg. The 
founder of the 
Wagner group 
was buried on 
Tuesday 
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A The Catwalk, 
Kenyan 
photographer 
Shashwat 
Harish’s picture 
of aleopard, 
was highly 
commended 

by the Wildlife 
Photographer 
of the Year 
competition, 
which is 
developed and 
produced by the 
Natural History 
Museum, 
London 
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<The second 
supermoon to 
occur in August 
- and the largest 
this year - seen 
above Corinth, 
Greece 
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The aftermath 
of Hurricane 
Idaliain 
Horseshoe 
Beach, Florida. 
Idalia caused 
widespread 
flooding and 
left thousands 
without 
electricity 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
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Clooney arrives 

for the Venice 

film festival 

after being 

givena strike 

waiver by the 

US writers’ and 

actors’ unions 
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(A performer 
at the Notting 
Hill carnival in 
west London 
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A watusi bull, 
Howdy Doody, 
rides in his 
owner’s carin 
Nebraska. The 
driver received a 
police warning 


NEWS CHANNEL 
NEBRASKA/AP 


WN » y) i 
a \ 


King's An inspired school 


InterHigh 
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fall in love 
with school 
again — 
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confidence with 
flexible online 
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ages 7 to 18 
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Avalanches in the Himalayas becoming 
more deadly because of global heating 


Avalanches in the Himalayas are 
causing an increasing number of 
deaths and threatening the safety 
of climbers, new research suggests. 

While high altitude mountaineer- 
ing comes withan inherent avalanche 
risk, global heating is exacerbating 
the danger during the climbing sea- 
son, experts warn. 

According to an analysis, at least 


564 people lost their lives to ava- 
lanches while climbing peaks above 
4,500m in the Himalayas over the 
past five decades. Narrowing the data 
down to the 14 peaks above 8,000m 
and some other prominent climb- 
ing peaks above 6,000m, there have 
been at least 1,400 mountaineering 
deaths between 1895 and 2022, athird 
of which were due to avalanches. 
Alan Arnette, a mountaineer and 
chronicler of climbing seasons in 
Nepal, said fatal avalanches on pop- 
ular peaks including Everest, Ama 


Dablam, Manaslu and Dhaulagiri 
were not a recent development: 
“Mountains will avalanche. They 
have been doing it for decades.” 
However, the frequency and tim- 
ing of these recent avalanche events 
may be a portent of what the future 
holds for mountaineering in the 
Himalayasina heating world. Climb- 
ing season in the central Himalayas, 
where most of the other popular 
climbing peaks are located, has 
traditionally been when the weather 
is clear from March to May, before 


the monsoon season, and after it, 
from September to November. This 
coincides with cyclone season in the 
Indian Ocean, and until recently was 
not of great concern. 

“The highlands of the Himalayas 
are generally protected from the 
impacts of cyclones originating in 
the Indian Ocean as the cyclones 
lose energy as they travel across 
the landmass,’ said Arun Bhakta 
Shrestha, a climate scientist at the 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development. “However, 


í Yaks carry expedition equipment 
beneath the Himalayan peaks of 
Taboche and Cholatse in Nepal 
PHOTOGRAPH: FOTOVOYAGER/GETTY IMAGES 


occasionally cyclones do impact the 
interiors of Himalayan highlands 
causing excessive snowfall and even 
causing loss of lives.” 

Roxy Mathew Koll, a climate scien- 
tist at the Indian Institute of Tropical 
Meteorology, said: “In response to 
the rapid warming in the Indian 
Ocean, the monsoon has become 
more erratic, with short spells of 
heavy rains and long dry periods, and 
the cyclones in the Arabian Sea have 
increased in frequency, intensity and 
duration - and they are intensifying 
quickly both in the Arabian Sea and 
the Bay of Bengal.” 

As a result, the once predictable 
climbing season is being disrupted 
bythese supercharged storm systems 
more often. 

“In 1996 when we had that disaster 
on Everest [in which eight climbers 
died in a blizzard], it just absolutely 
cemented the fact that you have to 
consider what’s happening in the 
Bay of Bengal. If there’s a cyclone 
there, you have to watch it,” said 
Chris Tomer, a meteorologist and 
weather forecaster for mountain- 
eering expeditions in the Himalayas. 
“In four of the last five years we had 
to worry about something inthe Bay 
of Bengal during the peak climbing 
season on Everest.” 

Tomer, who has been forecasting 
for nearly two decades, said: “Not 
that the weather wasn’t challenging 
20 years ago, but it’s really been 
something tosee the amount of snow 
on Manaslu and Dhaulagiri the last 
couple of years. They stand out with 
some of the most extreme weather 
over the last few years.” 

Avalanche riskis also exacerbated 
by warming temperatures. According 
toa2018 study that used treerings as 
a proxy, in the absence of long-term 
observations, to reconstruct the 
snow avalanche history in the Indian 
Himalayas, warmer temperatures in 
winter and early spring have led to 
an increase in avalanche frequency. 

The Himalayan range is warming 
twiceas fastas the global average and 
experts suggest temperature-driven 
snowpack instability, leading to an 
increase in avalanche activity, can be 
expected to continue in future. 


Plan to sell off field in plots puts 
nature at risk, say campaigners 


Ahilltop meadow of flower-rich lime- 
stone grassland in the Cotswolds is 
under threat, according to residents, 
after it was divided into separate plots 
for people seeking to buy “leisure 
land” in the countryside. 

The Save Juniper Hill Field cam- 
paign wants to have the 8-hectare 


(20-acre) field close to Laurie Lee’s 
childhood home listed as an asset 
of community value to stop it being 
parcelled up by Woodlands.co.uk, a 
company that buys tracts ofland and 
resells them in smaller plots. 

Woodlands.co.uk claims it is 
democratising access to the land, and 
that the plots are bought by nature 
lovers and protected by covenants 
that ensure the countryside is used 
for peaceful enjoyment only. 


But campaigners say dividing the 
field into five plots jeopardises rare 
plants and animals and restricts pub- 
licaccess to the site, whichis between 
sites of special scientific interest. 
Over 20 years, conservation grazing 
with a small number of cattle has 
restored the grassland, with wild- 
flowers and butterflies flourishing. 

There has been informal access 
for decades. Since Woodlands.co.uk 
bought the site, an access track for 
vehicles has been built and the first 
fenced plot is on sale for £85,000, 
restricting permissive pathways. An 
offer to buy the meadow by Natural 
England, the conservation watchdog, 
was rejected as belowthe market rate. 


Joy Elworthy (le ft) and Hanny Fox 
oppose the plan for Juniper Hill Field 


Hanny Fox, 88, who has walked 
there for 50 years, said: “There’s an 
enormous variety of flowers includ- 
ing quite rare orchids. Skylarks nest 
up there. There are badgers, deer and 
lizards. It’s just you and nature and 
that is very precious.” 

Angus Hanton, the founder of 
Woodlands.co.uk, said local fears 
were unfounded and biodiversity 
would probably increase, adding: 
“Our experience suggests that our 
buyers can be trusted.” He said the 
company had created a new permis- 
sive path over the field, whereas the 
previous owner had restricted access, 
and that selling the whole site to Nat- 
ural England remained a possibility. 
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Ripping up the rules 


—— 


Gove's housing plans 


reveal hollowness of ‘green Brexit’ pledge 


Helena Horton 
Environment reporter 


ichael Gove 

vowed that 

Brexit would 

“strengthen 

environmental 

protections” in 
Britain back in 2017 when trying 
to reassure remainers that leaving 
the EU did not mean leaving its 
standards behind. 

But this week, the first proper 
ripping-up of an EU environmental 
rule was proposed by Gove himself, 
now the levelling up, housing and 
communities secretary, who has 
transitioned from proclaiming 
the virtues of a “green Brexit” 
to referring to the very rules he 
promised to protect as “defective”. 

By telling local authorities 
in England to ignore the extra 
sewage pollution created by new 
developments in sensitive areas 


such as the Lake District and 
Norfolk Broads, anew amendment 
proposed by the government 
essentially nullifies the EU’s 
habitats directive, which the UK 
had carried over. This directive 

is to protect the rarest species 
and wildlife areas in Europe from 
being destroyed by pollution 

or development, and is one of 
the strongest EU environmental 
regulations. 

While this is the first time the 
government has attempted to use 
achange in the law to scrap an 
EU-derived protection, the country 
has quietly been diverging from 
European standards for some time. 

It will soon be seen whether the 
Office for Environmental Protection 
(OEP) has the same teeth as the 
EU - as promised by ministers 
when it was set up - for enforcing 
environmental laws and standards. 
The watchdog replaced the EU as 
the enforcer for environmental 
standards after Brexit. 


This week, Dame Glenys Stacey, 
the solicitor and civil servant who 
leads the OEP, wrote an angry 
letter to Gove and the environment 
secretary, Thérése Coffey, about 
their plans to let housebuilders off 
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the hook for pollution, calling it a 
“regression” in standards. She has 
ordered them to come in front of 
parliament and admit it will cause 
a degradation in the environment 
- which could contravene the 
government’s own Environment 
Act. 

But it is unclear whether the 
OEP will have the power to stop 
this “regression” in the way the 
EU could have done. The Wildlife 
Trusts said of the OEP: “In creating 
its own domestic version with 
fewer staff, less funding and 
restricted access to existing data, 
public health and the environment 
is being put at risk.” 

The 2021 Environment Act was 
lauded by the governmentas a 
world-leading law, promising that 
Britain would not just safeguard its 
environment, but vastly improve 
it. Ministers at the time said this 
was proof that the promised “green 
Brexit” was occurring, and that it 
promised more than EU laws did. 
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A Windermere in the Lake District. Relaxing EU-derived rules on housing 
could bring more water pollution in England PHOTOGRAPH: ASHLEY COOPER/GETTY 


However, critics say it is not 
worth the paper it is written on if 
laws can be changed to allow more 
pollution, and the environment 
targets it sets are for many years in 
the future, giving ministers a way 
out when they want to degrade 
standards, as they are unlikely tobe 
in power when the legally binding 
targets are missed. 

In practice, environmental 
deviations in standards are already 
happening. Ministers approved the 
use in 2021 of a bee-killing pesticide 
that was banned in the EU. They 
have provisionally signed off on the 
use of neonicotinoids for each year 
since, while the EU has tightened 
its own pesticide rules. 

There was more bad news for 
the bees last week as the insect 
campaign charity Buglife warned 
that failing to copy an EU ban on 
imports of potted plants meant 
Asian hornets, an invasive bee 
predator, could be transported 
undetected into Britain in soil. 

There could be dozens more to 
come as the retained EU law (REUL) 
bill comes into force at the end of 
the year. This bill, dreamed up by 
Jacob Rees-Mogg during his short 
stint as business secretary, ditches 
hundreds of EU-derived laws, 
many of which are environmental 
safeguards. The government 
refused to adopt an amendment 
that would protect environmental 
standards from the mass scrappage 
of legislation. 

Jeff Knott, director of policy and 
advocacy at the RSPB, said: “Three 
times the UK government threw 
out opportunities to include vital 
protections for nature in the REUL 
bill. Instead, ministers repeatedly 
gave their word environmental 
laws would not be weakened. 

They lied, and for the first time 
in decades we could see new 
legislation in England breaking 
that promise. 

“We are fed up with the lies 
and backward steps. England is 
already one of the most nature- 
depleted countries on earth and 


‘Ministers gave their 
word environmental 


laws would not be 
weakened. They lied’ 


Jeff Knott 
RSPB 


broken promises will not save our 
rivers, or protect our wildlife and 
wild spaces. People want stronger 
safeguards for our environment 
and climate, and it is well past time 
our leaders listened.” 

Some regulations under threat in 
the REUL bill concern air pollution. 
The OEP wrote to Coffey this 
year and said: “In our view, the 
revocation of these regulations 
weakens accountability and 
transparency and in the absence 
of an alternative, comprehensive 
plan it has the potential to weaken 
environmental protection.” 

The parts of the regulations to 
be deleted require the government 
to prepare and implement its 
plan to reduce pollutants such as 
nitrogen oxides and ammonia, 
and to review it if emissions are 
projected to exceed targets. The 
regulations also demand public 
consultation before revising the 
programme. Coffey ignored the 
watchdog and stated her intention 
to “reduce administrative burdens” 
by removing the rules. 

Campaigners have also strongly 
criticised the decision to leave 
the EU’s gold standard chemical 
regulation system, EU Reach. 

Promises to farmers that they 
would be able to reap generous 
rewards for protecting the 
environment, rather than the 
blanket subsidies they received 
under the common agricultural 
policy, have also been broken. The 
new nature payments system, 
where farmers are paid for 
practices such as planting trees, 
digging ponds and protecting 
the soil has been delayed and 
changed each year, with the 
confusion meaning only a couple 
of hundred farmers were paid 
under the sustainable farming 
incentive last year. Meanwhile, the 
EU is already developing its own 
version and reforming the common 
agricultural policy accordingly. 

In the future, Britain is likely 
to diverge even further. Sources 
at the Environment Agency say 
itis likely England will miss the 
deadline for getting water bodies 
into good ecological status by 2027. 
This was required under the EU’s 
water framework directive, and 
is a weaker target than initially 
set, which was to get them into 
good status by 2021 - though the 
EU legislation did allow for an 
extension to 2027. EU countries are 
still bound by this legislation and 
must work to clean up their water. 


Rivers Threat to salmon 


also puts the dark craft 


of coracle fishing at risk 


Oliver Berry 
Cardigan 


usk is falling on the 

Teifi as Len Walters 

and his son Aaron 

prepare for another 

night’s fishing. They 

check off their gear - 
gumboots, head torch, priest, drift 
net - before slinging their most 
essential bit of kit over their backs: 
acoracle, crafted by hand from 
willow, hazel and calico. 

“The design on each river is 
different,’ Len whispers, trudging 
down to the darkening riverbank. 
“The Teifi coracles are different 
to the Tywi ones, as we have 
faster water and more rapids. But 
they’re built the same as in the old 
days, only we don’t use cowhide 
any more because it’s too bloody 
heavy.” Without a sound, the two 
men float their coracles and glide 
on to the water, steering one- 
handed with ash paddles, using a 
figure-of-eight stroke. They drop 
the net, their torches blink out, and 
then they’re off, disappearing into 
blackness downstream. 

For generations, coracles have 
been used to fish for salmon 
and sea trout - known locally as 
sewin - on three Welsh rivers: the 
Teifi, Tywi and Taf. Light, nimble 
and manoeuvrable, each boat is 
made by hand, using a fabric skin 
stretched across a lathed wooden 
frame (although on the Tywi, 
the skin has been upgraded to 
fibreglass for durability). 

Traditionally, nets were made 
from twine, but nowadays they’re 
nylon, weighted by coconut rope. 
The fishing is done in darkness 
because by day, the fish would spot 
the net; most nights, the netsmen 
start at 11 and work through till 
three or four in the morning. 

But after centuries of coracle 
fishing in west Wales, this ancient 
craft may be nearing its end. 


A Aaron Walters coracle fishing 
on the River Teifi in west Wales 


Alarmed by dramatic falls in 

fish stocks, Natural Resources 
Wales (NRW) has imposed bylaws 
restricting fishing rights on the 
Teifi, Tywi and Taf. Since 2020, 
fishers have been obliged to release 
any salmon caught, and size limits 
have been imposed on other 
species including sea trout. The 
net fishing season has also been 
shortened to three months, from 
May to July. The coracle season 
had previously begun in March. 

Nevertheless, the rivers’ health 
continues to deteriorate, raising 
fears that stricter restrictions may 
be required, a prospect that fills the 
coracle fishers with dread. 

“It’s probably going to end 
within the next five years,” says 
Mark Dellar, a maker and netsman 
based in Cilgerran. “They’re 
talking about heritage licences, 
where they'll just restrict us off 
the river, like they did with the 
lave fishermen on the Severn. 
Unfortunately, that’s the way the 
powers-that-be want to play it.” 

Sadly for the coracle fishers, the 
numbers are sobering. In 2021, it 
is estimated that 853 adult salmon 
returned to the Teifi to spawn, 
down from more than 3,000 in 
1994. Sea trout numbers have 
proved more resilient but have still 
fallen significantly. 

The netsmen dispute these 
numbers, claiming the estimates 
are inaccurate as they are derived 
mainly from rod-and-line returns, 
automated fish counters and 


academic formulas such as “stock 
recruitment curves”. But even the 
most optimistic admit there are far, 
far fewer fish in the rivers than in 
their fathers’ and grandfathers’ day. 

“We’ve talked about rivers 
being at risk for a long time,” says 
Ben Wilson, NRW’s principal 
adviser for fisheries. “We’ve never 
talked about risk of extinction. 

But there are now rivers across 
Wales, particularly smaller rivers, 
where we’re seeing incredibly low 
numbers, causing real alarm bells.” 

Pollution, habitat loss, water 
quality, barriers to migration and 
disease are all considered factors, 
but the main culprit is climate 
breakdown. Since salmon rely on 
cold water as a trigger to spawn, the 
species is particularly susceptible 
to the effects of global heating. 

And in the opinion of Andrew 
Thomas, restoration officer for 
the West Wales River Trust, unless 
stricter measures are taken salmon 
could vanish from the rivers. 
“Years ago, there was plenty of 
fish for everybody. But it’s coming 
to the point where we’re getting 
really worried about the future. 
Something’s got to be done, and 
we've all gota part to play in that.” 

The question is whether 
banning coracle fishing will makea 
difference. With 12 fishing licences 
on the Teifi, eight on the Tywi and 
one on the Taf, coracle fishers argue 
their numbers are too small to have 
an impact, especially compared 
with the far greater numbers of 
rod-and-line anglers. 

The NRW position, says Wilson, 
is that while neither rods nor nets 
have been responsible for the 
decline, unfortunately that does 
not mean tighter restrictions will 
not be needed. “Our intention is 
to sustain these stocks into the 
future,” he says. “Coracle fishing is 
part of our heritage. As long as there 
are sustainable stocks to exploit, I 
hope those fisheries can operate. If 
there aren’t enough fish, I still hope 
we can find a way to keep those 
skills and that heritage going.” 

But like his fellow netsmen, 
Walters remains gloomy about the 
future. “If you take away the right 
to fish, you’ll no longer have people 
making coracles,” he says. “And it’s 
such an amazing way to fish. All 
feel. No engines, no noises, just the 
skill of two boys in a coracle. And 
it’s sad because once it’s gone, it’s 
gone. It’ll never come back.” 


<A night of 
coracle fishing 
on the Tywi 
nears its end. 
The craft have 
been used to fish 
for salmon and 
sea trout on the 
Tywi, the Teifi 
and the Taf 
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World Cup kiss typical of 
abuse suffered by millions 
of women, says minister 


Ashifa Kassam 
Madrid 


The unsolicited kissing of Jenni 
Hermoso by the Spanish football 
president, Luis Rubiales, is just one 
instance of the abuse suffered by mil- 
lions of women worldwide, Spain’s 
acting equality minister has said. 

Irene Montero described the inci- 
dent at the Women’s World Cup final 
asa “lower-intensity” form of sexual 
violence that is often invisible and 
normalised by many in society. 

As Rubiales grabbed the Spanish 
player Hermoso by the head, pull- 
ing her towards him and planting a 
kiss on her lips during the medal cer- 
emony, the football chief’s behaviour 
struck Montero as eerily familiar. 

“This is something suffered by mil- 
lions of women in Spain and around 
the world,” Montero said. “Unfortu- 
nately these forms of sexual violence, 
these lower-intensity types of vio- 
lence such as unconsented kisses, 
touching on public transport or sex- 
ual harassment, are usually invisible 
and very normalised.” 

Montero was among the first to 
call out Rubiales’ behaviour on social 
media, prompting a reckoning that 
has gripped Spain and much of the 
world for nearly two weeks. 

“So many women who have suf- 
fered sexual violence are told: ‘Hey it 
wasn’t that bad, you better not report 
it, don’t raise your voice’ Or if they 
report it they’re blamed: ‘Hey you 
were drunk, you initiated it, look how 
you were dressed,” said Montero. 
“But this time the majority of society 


4 ad u 
A Irene Montero has added her 
voice to criticism of Luis Rubiales 


-notjust feminists or women but also 
many men - said se acabó [it’s over]? 
Spain has long been home to one 
of the world’s most vibrant feminist 
movements, credited for catapulting 
the country to the vanguard when it 
comes to tackling issues such as vio- 
lence against women, consent and 
representation in politics. But kiss- 
gate, as some in the Spanish media 
callit, has shone a spotlight ona cor- 
ner of Spain resistant to change. 
After initially dismissing those 
criticising the kiss as “idiots and stu- 
pid people”, Rubiales expressed his 
regret to those who had been “hurt 
by this”. The country’s acting prime 
minister, Pedro Sanchez, swiftly 
slammed the apology as insufficient. 
Outrage continued to mount, com- 
pounded by the steady stream of 
images showing Rubiales grabbing 
hiscrotchas the country’s 16-year-old 
princess stood nearby and hoisting 
the player Athenea del Castillo over 
his shoulders after the women’s win. 
Yesterday, the country’s admin- 
istrative tribunal for sport said it 
considered Rubiales’ behaviour tobe 


a “serious” violation ofthe country’s 
sports law. Ifthe tribunal had judged 
it to be “very serious”, the govern- 
ment could have moved to suspend 
Rubiales immediately. 

In a new statement last night, 
Rubiales said he had “made some 
obvious mistakes which I sincerely 
regret”, but he repeated his claim 
that the kiss was consensual and lam- 
basted an “unprecedented political 
and media lynching”. 

Hermoso has rejected any sugges- 
tion that the kiss was consensual, 
saying the act took place “without 
any type of consent from my part”. 

The saga has laid bare the bestand 
worst of Spain, said Irene Lozano, a 
former head of the country’s national 
sports council. 

“We’ve seen the old, out of date, 
machista side of football,” she told 
the radio station Cadena SER. “But 
the women have achieved great 
success and the reaction and sup- 
port from Spanish society show the 
awareness that exists in Spain.” She 
detailed her own run-ins with Rubi- 
ales, saying: “Rubiales’ language is 
that of threats, blackmail and con- 
tempt; with women even more so.” 

Her words hinted at how for many 
across Spain, it has become impossi- 
ble to untangle Rubiales’ actions from 
the deep divide, laid bare last year, 
between Spain’s football establish- 
ment and its female players. 

Last year 15 players refused to 
play for the head coach Jorge Vilda, 
described by some as overbearing, 
in an attempt to improve their con- 
ditions. Seemingly at the heart of 
the feud was the sentiment that the 


federation - led by Rubiales - did not 
truly believe in women’s football. It 
supported Vilda, who described the 
accusations as “unjust.” 

This time, however, things felt 
different, said Beatriz Alvarez, the 
president of Spain’s professional 
women’s league. 

“It has transcended the sports 
world,” said Alvarez. “Allofasudden 
it wasn’t just us who have long suf- 
fered this situation talking about this, 
it was the 80-year-old woman at abus 
stop or hairdressers in their shops.” 

Spain’s female athletes have seized 
onthe moment. The country’s asso- 
ciation of women in professional 
sport said this week that it had seen 
the number of complaints over 
inequality soar five-fold while yes- 
terday, the unions representing 
players inthe country’s professional 
women’s football league called for 
a strike in September. Among the 
issues they’ve raised is the annual 
minimum wage in the first division 
of €16,000 (£13,700), compared with 
€182,000 for men. 

While the push continues to oust 
Rubiales, he has become a symbol of 
how the needs of female footballers 
arenot met, said Álvarez. “The whole 
modelis rotten, it needs to change 
from the bottom up.” 

Days after the football federation 
applauded Rubiales as he hit out at 
“false feminism” and vowed to stay 
on asits chief, it said it had demanded 
his immediate resignation. Its state- 
ment also acknowledged that it was 
time for a “new phase”. 

The federation - which counts six 
women amongits 140 members - may 
have little choice given a new law set 
to come into effect next year that will 
require it to haveat least 40% women 
in leadership roles. 

As the power structures long in 
place start to deteriorate, some have 
sought to capitalise on the changing 
tides. Yesterday the coach of Spain’s 
men’s national team asked for for- 
giveness for supporting Rubiales. 

“I don’t think I have to resign, I 
think I have to ask for forgiveness,” 
said Luis de la Fuente. “I made a 
human error. It was inexcusable.” 


‘Tregret it’ Men’s coach on 
his applause for Rubiales 


Sid Lowe 


The coach of the Spanish national 
men’s team, Luis de la Fuente, has 
apologised for the “inexcusable 
error” of applauding Luis Rubiales 
during the speech in which the foot- 
ball federation president refused to 
resign after forcibly kissing the mid- 
fielder Jenni Hermoso on the lips. 
De la Fuente said his actions had 
been a product of the “psychologi- 
cal stress” of the situation he found 
himself in and that if he could go 
back he would behave differently, 


although he did not explain what 
he had been applauding. Nor did he 
fully explain why it took 24 hours for 
him torelease astatement criticising 
Rubiales’s behaviour, by which time 
the football chief had already been 
suspended by Fifa. 

“Thave faced strong criticism and 
what I think of that criticism is that 
it is totally deserved,” he said yes- 
terday. “I regret it, I understand [the 
criticism], itis entirely justified, and 
I want to say sorry. I made a mistake, 
ahuman error, andit is inexcusable. I 
side with equality and respect. Ihave 
toimprove, we all do.” 

Rubiales had delivered the defiant 


speech before the Spanish football 
federation assembly on 25 August. 
He declared himself the victim of 
a “social assassination”, claimed 
Hermoso had consented to the kiss 
that followed the World Cup win in 
Sydney, and repeatedly shouted he 
was not going to resign. 

De la Fuente was among those who 
clapped when Rubiales attacked what 
he called “false feminism”. 


A Luis de la Fuente says the criticism 
he has faced is ‘totally deserved’ 


Yesterday the men’s coach said 
he did not “recognise” himself as 
he watched it back. “I went to the 
assembly thinking that the president 
was going toresign. Allthe employees 
of the federation went with the idea 
that we were going to hear him resign. 

“We were shocked when we saw 
that wasn’t the case, that it was the 
opposite. It was hard to digest,” he 
said. “I have never been in a situa- 
tion of that much psychological stress 
before... lam notjustifying anything, 
itis unjustifiable. Iam only trying to 
explain the context. 

“After the assembly, my staff and 
I got together. [The realisation] was 
immediate. I didn’t recognise myself. 

“I don’t have the ability you [jour- 
nalists] have towriteastatementina 
couple of hours. I felt uncomfortable 
... [took 24 hours, which was the fast- 
est I could [go]. I don’t have to resign 
- I have to say sorry.” 
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Two members 
of Proud Boys 
militia group 
given long jail 
terms for roles 
in Capitol riot 


Two members of the far-right Proud 
Boys militia group who took part in 
the 6 January 2021 attack on the US 
Capitol with the intention of keeping 
Donald Trump in the White House 
were sentenced to lengthy prison 
terms yesterday. 

Ethan Nordean, described by pros- 
ecutors as a leader of the extremist 
group, received an 18-year sentence 
for crimes that included seditious 
conspiracy, committed when thou- 
sands of Trump supporters overran 
the Capitol building. 

Dominic Pezzola, who attacked a 
police officer and was filmed using 
the officer’s shield to smash a win- 
dow, got 10 years from the federal 
judge Timothy Kelly in Washington 
DC, following his conviction in May 
for assault and obstructing an offi- 
cial proceeding. 

Prosecutors had sought terms of 
27 and 20 years, respectively, for Nor- 
dean and Pezzola. 

The pair, described by prosecutors 
as “foot soldiers of the right [who] 
aimed to keep their leader in power”, 
were part ofa mobseeking to disrupt 
the certification by a joint session of 
Congress of Joe Biden’s victory in 
the 2020 presidential election. Nine 
deaths have been linked to the riot, 
including law enforcement suicides. 

Kelly reportedly told Nordean that 
he wished there was an “alternative 
history” where he did something 
other than lead the Proud Boys, 
complimenting him as a smart and 
articulate man. 

To Pezzola, Kelly said: “You were 
the one who smashed that window 
and let people begin to stream into 
that Capitol building and threaten the 
lives of our lawmakers. It’s not some- 
thing I would have ever dreamed I 
would have seen in our country.” 

Pezzola, of Auburn in Washing- 
ton state, told the court he was “a 
changed and humbled man”, his 
“sorrow and regret ... unimaginable”. 

After Kelly left the court and as 
US marshals led him away, Pezzola 
smiled, raised his hand and shouted 
“Trump won”, according to a report 
from local news station WUSA. 

His sentence was among the 
lengthiest handed down to those 
convicted of offences linked to the 
Capitol attack, in which 140 police 
officers were injured. 


Pezzola, of Rochester, New York, 
posted to social media a profanity- 
laced video of himself inside the 
Capitol, smoking a cigar. 

On Thursday, Kelly sentenced the 
former Proud Boys organiser Joseph 
Biggs to 17 years in jail and handed 
a 15-year sentence to Zachary Rehl, 
another leader. Like Nordean, both 
were convicted of seditious conspir- 
acy, a civil war-era offence. 

Two other members of the group, 
including its former leader Enrique 
Tarrio, are scheduled to be sentenced 
next week, with prosecutors calling 
for a 33-year sentence. 

More than 1,100 people have been 
charged with federal crimes for their 
involvement in the riot and more 
than 600 have been convicted and 
sentenced. The most severe prison 
term yet given to a January 6 rioter, 
18 years, was to the founder of the far- 
right Oath Keepers, Stewart Rhodes, 
in May, also for seditious conspiracy. 

In their original filing to the court, 
prosecutors claimed Pezzola and Nor- 
dean were “trusted lieutenants” of 
Tarrio on the day of the attack. 

“They unleashed a force on the 
Capitol that was calculated to exert 
their political will on elected officials 
by force and to undo the results of 
a democratic election,’ they wrote. 
“The foot soldiers of the right aimed 
to keep their leader in power. They 
failed. They are not heroes; they are 
criminals.” 

Trump lost the 2020 election by 
more than 7m votes and conclusively 
in the electoral college but falsely 
claimed the election was stolen. Cur- 
rently the leading candidate for the 
Republican nomination in 2024, he 
faces 17 federal and state criminal 
charges arising from his attempt to 
cling on to power. 

The former president also faces 74 
criminal charges on other matters. 
They include allegations he incited 
the 6 January riot by summoning his 
extremist supporters to a rally at the 
Capitolina tweet that read: “Bethere, 
will be wild.” 

On Thursday, Rehl sobbed as his 
sentence was handed down. He told 
Kelly: “For what it’s worth, I stand 
here today and say that Iam done 
with all of it. lam done with politics; 
I am done peddling lies for other 
people who don’t care about me.” 

Norman Pattis, lawyer for Rehl and 
Biggs, blamed Trump for the plight 
of his clients, whom he said were 
“given good reason by the highest 
official in the land” to question the 
legitimacy of Biden’s victory. “What 
they’re guilty ofis believing the presi- 
dent whosaid the election was stolen 
from him,” he said. 


Dominic Pezzola, left, and Ethan 
Nordean: jailed for 10 and 18 years 
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Senate is a ‘privileged nursing home’, says 
Republican presidential candidate Haley 


Ma 
Washington 


The US Senateis “the most privileged 
nursing home in the country”, the 
Republican presidential candidate 
Nikki Haley said. 

The former South Carolina gov- 
ernor and ambassador to the United 
Nations, 51, was speaking to Fox 
News a day after the Republican 
leader in the Senate, 81-year-old 
Mitch McConnell, suffered a second 
freeze in a month, this time while 
speaking to reporters in Kentucky. 

“What I will say is, right now, the 
Senate is the most privileged nurs- 
ing homein the country,” Haley said. 


“I mean, Mitch McConnell has done 
some great things, and he deserves 
credit. But you have to know when 
to leave.” 

On Thursday, the congressional 
physician said McConnell was clear 
to work, perhaps while suffering the 
after-effects of concussion, sustained 
in a fall in March, or dehydration. 
Other falls have been reported, 
includinga “face plant” ata Washing- 
tonairport, but McConnell has said he 
will complete his six-year term - his 
seventh - which ends in 2026. 

It was reported on Thursday 
that some Republican senators 
were discussing whether to force a 
confrontation on the issue of their 
leaders health. 


Haley said: “No one should feel 
good about seeing [McConnell’s 
freezes]any more than we should feel 
good about seeing Dianne Feinstein, 
any more than we should feel good 
about a lot of what’s happening or 
seeing Joe Biden’s decline.” 

Feinstein, 90, is a Democrat and 
the senior senator from California. 
Her health and mental capacity have 
long beenin question and she has said 
she will retire next year. 

Biden, 80, is the oldest president 
ever elected and would be 86 by the 
end of his second term if he wins 
re-election. Arecent poll showed that 
more than 75% of Americans think he 
istoooldtorun again. This week, the 
Guardian reported a claim in a new 


book that Biden has privately admit- 
ted he is occasionally tired. 

The current Senate is the oldestin 
US history. An old political saying, 
that the word “Senate” comes from 
the same Latin word as “senile”, is 
circulating again. 

Polling shows support for upper 
age limits for elected officials. Haley 
has called for mental competency 
tests for candidates over 75, though 
aiming such remarks more at Biden 
than Trump, the 77-year-old Repub- 
lican frontrunner. 

“T wouldn’t care if they did [tests] 
over the age of 50,” Haley told Fox 
News. “But these people are making 
decisions on our national security. 
They’re making decisions on our 


A Nikki Haley called into question 
the health of Mitch McConnell 


economy, on the border. We need to 
know they’reat the top of their game. 
You can’t say that right now, looking 
at Congress.” 

Haley is not at the top of Repub- 
lican primary polling, which Trump 
dominates despite facing 91 crimi- 
nal charges and other forms of legal 
jeopardy including being adjudicated 
arapist. 

Haley performed strongly in the 
first debate in Wisconsin last week. 
She was also among candidates who 
indicated they would support Trump 
as the nominee even if he was con- 
victed on criminal charges. 
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uth Africa after 


fire kills dozens in city-owned building 


Johannesburg 


South African authorities were still 
searching yesterday for clues of the 
cause of the most deadly fire in the 
country’s history, with at least 74 peo- 
ple confirmed dead and dozens more 
being treated in hospital. 

About 400 people are thought to 
have lived in informal settlements 


in the building at 80 Albert Street in 
central Johannesburg, which relied 
on illegal electricity connections for 
power and had noemergency exits. It 
isowned by the City of Johannesburg. 

Mourners gathered at the site of 
the disaster yesterday morning, sing- 
ing songs of solidarity, conducting 
prayer vigils and distributing food to 
survivors. 

“No one else is going to do it,” 
said Tumi Moleko, a 40-year-old 


businesswoman, who with her two 
sons was running a makeshift kitchen 
handing out sandwiches and cups of 
orange squash. “We can’t wait for our 
government to do something. They 
came yesterday for their photo ops 
and now they’ve gone.” 

Maryam, from the nearby city of 
Pretoria, had been at home when she 
heard about the fire on the morning 
news. Her brother lived in the build- 
ing. She rushed to the site with her 


Eighteen people were killed in a 
shootout with South African police 
in a rural region yesterday. 

Police said their top 
officials, including the national 
commissioner of police, were 
on their way to the scene of the 
shootout in the northern province 
of Limpopo. Local media reported 
that those who died had been 
in a gang suspected of robbing 
armoured vans carrying cash for 
banks, a common and often violent 
crime in South Africa that regularly 
leads to shootouts. AP 


(Homeless people in Johannesburg 
near the scene of the deadly fire 
that broke out early on Thursday 
PHOTOGRAPH: JEROME DELAY/AP 


mother and her two-year-old daugh- 
ter, but they were not been able to 
ascertain yesterday whether he had 
survived. “There has been no com- 
munications from the government 
or the police, and there is no support 
for the families,” she said. 

The government had established 
a hotline for people to check on the 
status of missing family members. 
But no one had told Maryam, or the 
other family members waiting out- 
side the building, about it. 

Some of the building’s residents 
who survived the fire were being 
housed inatemporary shelter inthe 
nearby suburb of Bez Valley, and were 
receiving meals and clothing. 

Faith, a sex worker from Zam- 
bia, lived in the building with her 
five brothers. She was staying with 
a friend when the fire broke out, and 
had no idea that anything had hap- 
pened until the next morning, when 
she walked into a nearby pharmacy. 
She said: “I was so happy, I was smil- 
ing, and the people there said to me, 
‘Why are you smiling, don’t you know 
all your brothers are dead?” 

Like almost everyone else, she lost 
all her money, possessions and doc- 
uments. “I’m going to get out of this 
country, I can’t stay here,” she said, 
beginning to hyperventilate. A pas- 
serby asked: “How are you going to 
do that with no passport?” 

At lunchtime, about 30 members 
of the Women’s League of the African 
National Congress, the ruling party, 
arrived for an impromptu memorial 
ceremony. Their presence was not 
universally welcomed. 

As prayers were offered, one 
distraught resident shouted: “My 
brother died! God is not here! God is 
not here!” The woman was quickly 
ushered away. 

The disaster has focused national 
attention on the subject of aban- 
doned and neglected buildings in 
Johannesburg’s city centre, many of 
which have been occupied by poor 
and vulnerable people who have 
nowhere else to go. There are thought 
to be hundreds of such buildings. 
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Germany ends training 
of Saudi border forces 
accused of killing 
hundreds of migrants 


Berlin 


Germany has ended a training pro- 
gramme for Saudi border forces, who 
have been implicated in the mass kill- 
ing of migrants at the country’s border 
with Yemen, after being alerted to 
reports of “possible massive human 
rights violations”. 

The German interior ministry said 
that training carried out by the federal 
police service for the Saudi border 
force had been “discontinued after 
reports of possible massive human 
rights violations became known 
and, as a precaution, are no longer 


included in the current training pro- 
gramme [for Saudi security forces]”. 

It added: “At no point did any 
instruction or training by the federal 
police of the Saudi Arabian border 
guard take place in the border area 
between Saudi Arabia and Yemen.” 

This follows mounting interna- 
tional concern over allegations by UN 
experts and humanrights groups that 
Saudi border forces have killed hun- 
dreds of people-trafficked migrants 
trying to cross the border in the past 
three years. Saudi Arabia has denied 
the claims. 

Although it was not clear when 
Germany decided to end the train- 
ing, reports that Saudi security forces 


were firing on migrants attempt- 
ing to cross the border from Yemen 
emerged in 2020, and increased in 
2022 and last year. 

A letter sent by a group of UN 
rapporteurs to Saudi Arabia in 
October last year suggested that 
hundreds of mainly Ethiopian traf- 
ficked migrants had been killed by 
Saudi forces at the border, allega- 
tions echoed ina hard-hitting report 
by Human Rights Watch in August. 

The US and Germany have been 
involved in long-term training pro- 
grammes for Saudi ministry of the 
interior commanded forces who are 
responsible for land and maritime 
security, including its border force. 

While the US Department of State 
insists it has not trained members of 
Saudi Arabia’s border force involved 
inland security, it was unable to say 
if other ministry of the interior forces 
who have received US training had 
been deployed to the border, citing 
a lack of information. 

The state department said it was 
“not aware of any Saudi land border 
guards currently participating in [US 
government] training. As far as we 
know, no land border guards com- 
pleted the [US military] provided 


training from 2015 to 2023 for Saudi 
border guards. This training focused 
on maritime security and coastguard 
operations. 

“Since learning of these alle- 
gations, the United States has 
repeatedly raised this issue in inter- 
national fora, including publicly at 
the UN security council in January 
2023, and has continued to directly 
engage senior [Saudi Arabian] offi- 
cials to urge Saudi Arabia conduct a 
thorough and transparent investiga- 
tion into these allegations,” the state 
department spokesperson added. 

On the issue of whether other 
ministry of interior forces deployed 
to the border may have received US 
training, the spokesperson said: 
“There are limits to our information 
as to what is happening on the Saudi- 
Yemeni border, including which 
Saudi forces are operating there. 

“That’s why we have pressed Saudi 
Arabia to thoroughly and transpar- 
ently investigate these allegations.” 

US officials said the programme 
that provided assistance to the 
Saudi border force had ended in 
July this year for reasons unrelated 
to allegations of gross human rights 
violations. 


Statue of 
emperor 
seized from 
US museum 
in looting 
investigation 


A headless bronze statue believed 
to depict the Roman emperor and 
philosopher Marcus Aurelius has 
been seized from the Cleveland 
Museum of Art by New York author- 
ities investigating antiquities looted 
from Turkey. 

A warrant signed by a judge in 
Manhattan on 14 August ordered 
the seizure of the statue, which the 
museum acquired in 1986 and had 
been a highlight of its collection of 
ancient Roman art. 

The warrant was secured as part 
of an investigation into a smuggling 
network involving antiquities looted 
from Bubon in south-western Turkey 
and trafficked through Manhattan, 
said a spokesperson for Alvin Bragg, 
the Manhattan district attorney. No 
details of the investigation were 
provided. 

The 1.9-metre (6ft 3in) statue dates 
from AD180-200 and is worth $20m 
(£16m), according to the district attor- 
ney’s office. The seized statue shows 
aman who is wearing flowing robes 
holding one hand in front of him in 
aregal pose. 

The Plain Dealer newspaper of 
Cleveland reported that the statue 
had been removed from view more 
than two months ago and that the 
museum had changed the description 


The headless : investigating 
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Zeynep Boz 
Turkish official 


of the piece onits website. It now calls 
the statue a “Draped Male Figure” 
instead of indicating a connection 
to Marcus Aurelius. 

Turkey first made claims about the 
statue in 2012 when it released a list 
of nearly two dozen objects in the 
Cleveland museum’s collection that 
it said had been looted from Bubon 
and other locations. 

Museum officials said at the time 
that Turkey had provided no hard evi- 
dence of looting. 

“The enduring dispute surround- 
ing this matter has kept him separated 
from hishome town,” Zeynep Boz, of 
Turkey’s ministry of culture and tour- 
ism, said of the statue. 

In a statement, Boz said the sei- 
zure “providesastrongsense of hope, 
long-awaited, for the rectification of 
a willing wrongdoing”. 


Todd Mesek, a spokesperson for 
the museum, said on Thursday that 
the museum could not comment on 
the Marcus Aurelius statue while it 
was the subject of litigation. Mesek 
said the museum “takes provenance 
issues very seriously and reviews 
claims to objects in the collection 
carefully and responsibly”. 

The Manhattan district attorney’s 
office has worked in recent years 
to repatriate hundreds of objects 
looted from countries including 
Turkey, Greece, Israeland Italy. It was 
unclear who might be targeted inthe 
investigation of the statue seized in 
Cleveland. 

Marcus Aurelius ruled as Roman 
emperor from AD161-180 and was a 
Stoic philosopher whose “medita- 
tions” have been studied over the 
centuries. 


Thai king cuts 
jail sentence 
for former 

PM Thaksin 
to one year 


Rebecca Rat 
Bangkok 


King Maha Vajiralongkorn of Thai- 
land has reduced the sentence of 
Thaksin Shinawatra from eight years 
to one year, just over a week after the 
former prime minister returned from 
15 years in self-imposed exile. 

Adocument published in the royal 
gazette said Thaksin had “accepted 
his crime and showed remorse”, add- 
ing that he was elderly and ill. 

It said Thaksin had served the 
country and the people as prime 
minister and had been loyal to the 
monarchy. “He has respected the 
judicial process,” the document said. 
After completing his sentence, Thak- 
sin would be able to serve Thailand 
and its people by contributing his 
knowledge and experience, itadded. 

Thaksin, 74, was facing an eight- 
year prison sentence for various 
cases, including abuse of power. The 
billionaire former leader returned 
from exile on a private jet last week, 
on the same day his party, Pheu Thai, 
took office as part of a controversial 
coalition with its longstanding mili- 
tary-royalist opponents. 

Their unlikely alliance resulted 
in the youthful, pro-reform Move 
Forward party being pushed into 
the opposition, angering many vot- 
ers. Move Forward, which had won 
the most seats and votes in May’s 
election, campaigned promising to 
stop the military from interfering in 
politics and to amend the strict lese- 
majesty law, under which criticism of 
the powerful royal family can lead to 
up to 15 years in prison. 

Many suspected Thaksin had 
returned home as part of a political 
deal, something his party has pre- 
viously denied. He was moved to 
hospital on his first night in prison, 
after he experienced what prison offi- 
cials described as insomnia, chest 
tightness, high blood pressure and 
low oxygen levels in his fingertips. 

At the time of his hospital admis- 
sion, officials and Thaksin’s daughter 
Paetongtarn Shinawatra, whois a pol- 
itician with Pheu Thai, denied he had 
been treated differently from other 
prisoners. 

Thaksin, who first came to power 
as prime minister in 2001, is con- 
sidered Thailand’s most electorally 
successful politician, but also one of 
its most polarising. 


Thaksin Shinawatra returned 
from exile on a private jet last week 
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Rising from rubble 
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Architects look to 


Shaun Walker 
Warsaw 


he idea of Warsaw 
as a phoenix city, 
reconstructed from 
ruins after the second 
world war, isa 
significant part of the 
Polish capital’s identity. Now, an 
exhibition has shed fresh light on 
the innovative way the rebuilding 
effort used ruins and rubble to 
create anew city. 
The exhibition, at the Museum 
of Warsaw, argues that rubble is 
to Warsaw what Carrara marble 
is to Rome or Portland stone is to 
London. It shows how millions 
of bricks were repurposed for use 
in new buildings, and how vast 
amounts of rubble were crushed to 
create a building material known 
as “rubble concrete” used in many 
postwar construction projects. 
Adam Przywara, the exhibition 
curator, said Warsaw’s postwar 
history offers more than just 
historical curiosity. “There are two 
areas of contemporary relevance: 
the idea of sustainable architecture, 
and how it might relate to 
rebuilding in Ukraine,” he said. 
The display has been visited 
by architects and city planners 
seeking inspiration from Warsaw’s 
experience as they work on the 
reconstruction of Ukrainian cities 
damaged by Russia’s invasion. 
“The best revenge against 
the Russians would be to build 
better from the very rubble they 
created,” said Natasha Kozub, an 
architect from Kharkiv who is part 
of Ro3kvit, a collective of architects 
and urban planners looking at 
potential solutions for the postwar 
reconstruction of Ukraine. 
“It’s symbolic and sustainable, 


A Part of the museum’s exhibition 
with old tiles and cornicing 


a i 
AB a DEE 


but it would also have to be 
economically viable. In Warsaw, 
they did experiments to see the 
different costs and we would have 
to do this in Ukraine, too,’ she said. 

Warsaw was subjected toa 
programme of destruction by 
German forces in late 1944 as 
retribution for the Warsaw Uprising 
against Nazirule that year. Several 
neighbourhoods were razed to the 
ground, with 84% of the buildings 
on the left bank of the Vistula River 
destroyed. When people began 
trickling back to the city in early 
1945 they found a landscape of 
mounds of bricks and craters. 

The city’s Old Town was rebuilt 


in the postwar years after it was 
almost entirely destroyed in 1944, 
and many other parts of the city 
were reconstructed according 

to the principles of socialist 
urban planning. 

Many European cities had 
to be completely rebuilt after 
the second world war. In 
Germany, the photographs of 
the Triimmerfrauen, or “rubble 
women”, working to clear the 
rubble, became almost legendary 
figures of the postwar years. 

But in Poland, the symbolism 
was different, said Przywara. 
“Poland was unique because the 
idea of the rubble was embedded 


<Warsaw’s Old Town today, and, 
below, a 1945 photograph of a labour 
team on their way to a clear-up 
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in the modernisation drive ... It was 
seen as asymbol of the superiority 
of the socialist system over the 
capitalist one that rather than going 
to waste, these materials would be 
recycled,” he said. 

Przywara became interested in 
the topic while walking in Warsaw’s 
parks where, after heavy rain, loose 
bricks could be found dislodged, 
that had been piled up there in the 
postwar period. He noticed that 
most of the bricks had inscriptions 
on them, with the name of the 
brickworks that had made them. 

“There were hundreds of 
brickworks in Warsaw before the 
war, and each of them had their 
own stamp. Many of the owners 
were Jewish, and this was an 
industry that never came back after 
the war,” he said. 

The bricks are of different 
sizes, as Polish, German and 
Russian brick manufacturers used 
machinery that operated according 
to differing measurements. 

Some of the rebuilding was 
done with bricks salvaged from the 
rubble. A campaign across Poland 
to recover material from partially 
destroyed buildings collected about 
9m bricks in Warsaw. 

It means many of Warsaw’s 
buildings are constructed froma 
patchwork of bricks from other 
former buildings - a hidden nod to 
the city’s troubled history. 

Rubble was also used to build 
mounds for memorials, while large 
quantities were dumped in the 
Vistula. In the area of the former 
Warsaw ghetto, a residential district 
was constructed on top of the 
rubble, leaving slopes and mounds 
of rubble around the buildings. 

The new socialist government 
bought Swiss machines, in 
exchange for coal, which could 
crush rubble debris and turn it 
into rubble concrete. Numerous 
buildings in the capital were made 
using the material, including the 
first headquarters of the Polish 
Workers’ party, a housing estate 
and several cinemas. It was an 
early forerunner of contemporary 
debates about sustainable building, 
in which the concept of “circular 
architecture” has gained currency. 

“Every year, the EU produces 
more rubble waste from 
construction and demolition than 
was produced during the six years 
of war in Warsaw,” said Przywara. 


UK role BAE Systems working 
with Kyiv to set up arms plant 


Staff and agencies 


The British defence company BAE 
Systems is setting up a local entity in 
Ukraineand has signed deals with the 
government in Kyiv to help step up its 
supply of weapons and equipment. 
BAE said it would work directly 
with Kyiv to explore potential part- 
ners fora plan to ultimately produce 


105mm lightartillery guns in Ukraine 
and to better understand the coun- 
try’s requirements. 

As the UK’s biggest defence con- 
tractor, BAE has manufactured much 
of the equipment that Britain and 
other governments have provided 
to Ukraine as it fights back against 
Russia’s invasion. 

Britain is a key defence supplier for 
Ukraine and in May became the first 
country to start supplying Kyiv with 


long-range cruise missiles. “The best 
weapons that are currently helping 
our warriors defend Ukraine should 
be produced in Ukraine,” President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy tweeted after 
meeting the BAE chief executive, 
Charles Woodburn. “The develop- 
ment of our own weapons production 
is a top priority.” 

Zelenskiy had said in May that the 
two sides were working on openinga 
BAE office in Ukraine. 

Kyiv is eager to boost its arsenal, 
from drones and munitions to tanks, 
while trying to boost job opportuni- 
ties in an economy ravaged by war. 

BAE, which has benefited from 
increased defence spending as a 


result of the conflict, is already pro- 
viding training and repair services to 
Ukraine’s armed forces. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine has signed a 
statement of intent with Sweden to 
strengthen cooperation in the pro- 
duction and operation of the CV90 
family of armoured vehicles, made 
by a Swedish unit of BAE. 

Western defence companies have 
been weighing opportunities tomake 
weapons in Ukraine against the pos- 
sible security risks. 

A Ukraine-based armaments 
company, Ukrainska Bronetekh- 
nika (Ukrainian Armor), announced 
separately that it had fully resumed 
production and had delivered more 


than 600 mortar guns tothe military. 
“Since the beginning ofa full-fledged 
invasion, part of our production 
capacity in the east of the country 
was captured by the enemy,” said 
Vladislav Belbas, the chief execu- 
tive of Ukrainian Armor. 

“We have found a way to resume 
production cycles, conduct qualifica- 
tion tests and launch the production 
of 60mm, 82mm and 120mm mor- 
tars at relokovanih [relocated] sites.” 

The company has said it is produc- 
ing ammunition in partnership with 
manufacturers in several European 
countries, with an initial thousand 
122mm artillery shells delivered 
within the past week. 
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Jailed just for thinking’: leading Iranian 
dissident facing new six-year prison term 


Patrick Wintour 
Diplomatic editor 


One of Iran’s most prominent liberal 
thinkers appears to be days away 
from being sent back to jail to serve 
anew six-year sentence, despite the 
fact he has kepta low profile and not 
taken part in street demonstrations. 
Majid Tavakoli was arrested last 
September at the outset of nation- 
wide protests after the death of 
Mahsa Amini in what was seen asa 
“preventive arrest”. He was among 
dissidents swept up in a state drag- 
net in the first Iranian state response 
tothe “women, life, freedom” move- 
ment sparked by Amini’s death. 


A 


A Majid Tavakoli has written about 
the impact of torture on prisoners 


Tavakoli has been seen by Iran’s 
diaspora as a possible internal leader 
of the protests, but he has not sought 
such a role and avoided joining a 
collective demonstration movement 
that could be used against him in 


court. Hisimminentimprisonmentis 
one of the clearest examples of Iran’s 
willingness to detain its citizens for 
their political views. 

Soon after being released in 
December 2022 following 89 days in 
jail, he was charged first with prop- 
aganda against the state - a charge 
that carries a one-year sentence - 
but then the charge of assembly and 
collusion with foreign powers was 
added, acharge that carries five years. 

The sentence also imposes a ban 
after his release on using all social 
media for two years as well as a 
requirement that he does not live in 
Tehran for the same period. 

He was initially sentenced in July 
and his lawyers were told he had no 


further right ofappeal. Heis married 
with a young daughter. 

Tavakoli’s friends fear he will now 
be sent to jail within days, but the 
precise timing is not clear. 

As a student leader more than a 
decade ago, he was arrested at least 
three times by Iran’s intelligence min- 
istry. Described as the “heart of the 
student movement”, he spent atotal 
of five years in jail including a long 
period of solitary confinement. He 
has written vividly about the impact 
of torture and solitary confinement 
and been awarded numerous human 
rights awards. 

He used Twitter, where he has 
180,000 followers, and the social net- 
work Clubhouseasa way to challenge 


the protest movement to consider 
how to realistically achieve change. 

His writings about the value of 
democracy, rule of law and his criti- 
cisms of opposition tactics have given 
him the status of a thought leader. 
Just as critical of Iranian reformists 
as hardliners, healso questioned how 
the street protests could be trans- 
formed into practical change. 

Defending himself on Twitter 
after his sentencing, he said: “The 
prosecution file still has nothing 
but my writings. There are no docu- 
ments in the file. It can be said that I, 
like many others, have been arrested 
in these years just for thinking and 
writing.” 

He added: “We tolerated all the 
rules of repression and censorship 
as far as our conscience allowed. We 
stayed alone and wrote. But they did 
not tolerate the same and harassed us 
for thinking and writing. Of course, 
even if we don’t write, they will 
bother us. Because we still think. 
Because we know the truth and 
adhere to the truth.” 


No ordinary 
spaceman 
Wonders of 
Arab world 
brought to 
the cosmos 


Oliver Holmes 


eepand soul-stirring, 
the songs of the late 
Egyptian singer Umm 
Kulthum have been 
played countless 
times in taxis and 
coffee shops across the Arab 
world. Now, thanks to the musical 
tastes of a pioneering Emirati 
astronaut, they have found their 
way to the sterile white halls of the 
International Space Station. 

Sultan al-Neyadi, who will 
make history this weekend after 
completing the longest ever 
Arab space mission, has told the 
Guardian he felt a responsibility 
during the mission to bring a taste 
of Arab culture to space. 

“Everybody is watching us; 
everybody is excited about space,” 
Neyadi, 42, said in a video message 
while floating in microgravity. 
“Theard a lot of my colleagues say: 
‘It’s really nice to hear a different 
language on the station,” 

More than half of the several 
hundred people who have ventured 
across the boundary of space have 
been Americans, with celestial 
travel dominated for decades by 
Nasa-trained astronauts or Russian 
cosmonauts. So far, there have 
been only six visitors to space 


who are Arabs, now known as 
“najmanauts” based on the Arabic 
word for star, najm. 

As wellas vital scientific 
experiments, Neyadi has made 
use of his six-month trip to the 
ISS, which spins around the globe 
at 17,500mph and at an altitude 
of roughly 250 miles, to bring the 
wonders of space to the Arab world. 

The flight engineer has posted 
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A Neyadi’s photograph from space 
capturing the coastline of Dubai 


video updates in Arabic on social 
media, explaining his abnormal 
daily life, from eating vacuum- 
packed space food to keeping fit 
ina “weightless” environment by 
using a weightlifting device that 
creates its own resistance. 

Asked if he felt pressure as one 
of a handful of najmanauts to get 
people in the Middle East and north 
Africa engaged in space exploration 
and science, Neyadi said there was 
a huge audience in the Arab world 
“thirsty to learn more about space”. 
He added: “It’s our responsibility to 
deliver the knowledge and deliver 
these findings to them in an easy 
and interesting way. Especially the 
youngsters ... I would love to bea 
source of information, a source of 
inspiration for them. So it’s really 
a big responsibility.” 

At the same time, Neyadi has 
provided arefreshing perspective 


‘Iwould love to bea 


a source of inspiration 


for the global space-watching 
community, taking photographs 

of Middle Eastern cities and famed 
locations that celebrate a region 
that has often been negatively 
stereotyped in the west. 

“Here is the beautiful and 
historical city of Baghdad, the 
cornerstone of the golden age 
of knowledge,” Neyadi wrote 
in a tweet early in his mission. 
“Scholars from this great city 
sparked the flames of discovery, 
setting the course for modern 
science. Their legacy reminds us 
to keep reaching for the stars.” 

In another image of the Lebanese 
capital,he described Beirut as “the 
city that breathes art, culture and 
beauty”, while the Suez canal was 
the “heart of global trade... [that] 
has brought continents closer for 
over 150 years”. 

During his long trip, Neyadi 


for youngsters in the 
Arab world. It's a 
big responsibility’ 
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filmed himself celebrating the 
Muslim Eid al-Fitr festival, playing 
Qur’anic prayers and wearing a 
white Emirati kandura, a traditional 
long garment. In another video, 

he floats through the station to the 
sound of Umm Kulthum’s voice in 
the background. 

“This place is called the 
International Space Station,” 
he said, emphasising the word 
“international”. “We have a large 
audience that needs to understand 
from both sides - an Arab astronaut 
living and working aboard the 
station, and then they learn about 
the culture that we are from and 
the region.” 

Neyadi will be back on Earth 
tomorrow, although his mind is 
already focused on luxuries. “The 
first thing I will do is have a hot 
shower,’ he said, “and the second 
will be to have a real cup of coffee.” 
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Istanbul's glitzy port upsets residents 


Ruth Michaelson 
Cansu Yapıcı Istanbul 


ven if you don’t see 

them, the sound 

is inescapable. 

Mammoth cruise 

ships have become so 

familiar to those living 
near the Istanbul port that some 
local people have taken to studying 
the arrival times to avoid having 
tolook at them. But they can’t 
escape the noise: a booming horn 
that ricochets over the surrounding 
hills. Ships from one particular 
cruise line even honk the theme to 
the television show The Love Boat 
as they pull into port. 

“They’re huge,” says a waiter, 
who gave his name as Ali, at 
a municipal cafe on a hill that 
directly overlooks Galataport, the 
purpose-built dock and luxury 
complex for cruise ships. “It 
completely obscures the view 
when they arrive.” 

His cafe has become a popular 
haunt because ofits prime position 
for a perfect view out over the 
Golden Horn and the Bosphorus; 
ona good day, you can see all the 
way to the historic Maiden’s Tower. 
But with up to three large cruise 
ships docking at once - sometimes 
so big their arrival makes headlines, 
like the 4,000-passenger capacity 


Splendida that pulled up in late 
May - even one is enough to blot 
out the vista. The Bosphorus is no 
stranger to marine traffic, and the 
cruise ships must cross ferry and 
even tanker routes to reach port. 

For some local people, the 
cruise ships have become an 
irritating reminder of howa prime 
stretch of Istanbul’s coastline has 
been privatised. When it opened 
two years ago, the sleek £1.2bn 
Galataport project symbolised the 
transformation of about a kilometre 
of coast - turning a stretch of 
warehouses, an old post office, and 
aferry terminal built in the 1940s, 
intoa manicured shiny dockside 
complex of high-end restaurants, 
a hotel, luxury watch and perfume 
shops and an outdoor mall. 

The megaproject’s ability to 
attract tourists and investment 
from Turkey’s powerful 
construction firms has long been 
touted as a success story by the 
government of Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, who in 2021 declared 
ita “worldwide project with the 
potential of drawing 25 million 
visitors, 7 million tourists, and 
1.5 million cruise passengers”. 

Originally conceived in 1994, 
the project faced fierce opposition 
long before construction began. 
Opponents cited a clause in 
Turkey’s constitution that says 
when it comes to the coasts, 


“public interest shall be taken 
into consideration with priority”, 
despite the authorities getting 
around that by rezoning the area for 
tourism. The Union of Chambers of 
Turkish Engineers and Architects 
fought local authorities in court 
for two decades to try to halt the 
construction, citing environmental 
and other damage to the social 
fabric of the area. 

Galataport’s supporters 
champion the project as 
benefiting Istanbul financially, 
claiming it has created 5,000 


A The old ferry terminal built in the 1940s, which has been turned into a 


jobs, welcomes wealthy tourists 
from Mediterranean cruises, and 
spurs wider redevelopment of the 
neighbourhood. A year before it 
opened, Ferit Sahenk, the chairman 
of Dogus Holding, a major investor, 
said: “This 1.2km-long coastline had 
been closed to the public for over 
200 years. Now, we are opening it.” 
However, critics point out 
that the ring of security around 
Galataport gives the lie to the 
claim that the coastline is now 
open. Metal walls rise between 
the cruise ships and the dock, 


manicured complex of high-end restaurants and shops puorocRaPH: FACEBOOK 


<The cruise ship Splendida, which 
carries 4,000 passengers, sailing 
in the Bosphorus this summer 
PHOTOGRAPH: DIEGO CUPOLO/SHUTTERSTOCK 


further obscuring the Bosphorus 
for those above ground. A labyrinth 
of underground passport control 
booths and passageways lead 
cruise ship passengers to tour buses 
that spirit them across the city on 
day trips, mostly to major sites far 
from the port. 

“Even if I want to go out and 
get a coffee, I check the cruise 
ships’ schedule first. Once they’re 
in port, they put the walls up and 
you don’t have access to the coast. 
They’re like big apartment blocks 
sailing in, five or six storeys high. 
They block everything,” says Nazlı 
Eginlioglu, 43, who lives close to 
the development. 

A longtime member of the local 
residents’ association who has lived 
here for most of her life, Eginlioglu 
says the project has created a blast 
radius of gentrification, increasing 
her property taxes and causing 
rents to rise even faster than they 
had been already during the recent 
economic crisis and devaluation of 
Turkey’s currency, the lira. 

She sees the area as a gated 
community that is unwilling to 
communicate with its neighbours. 
“It’s become a part of the city I try 
to avoid, as there’s so much traffic 
and it’s so expensive. It’s a very 
nice space, it’s clean and well run, 
but it’s like a closed circuit, walled 
off from all the public space around 
it, detached from the local area,” 
she says. 

As rents rise and people are 
forced to leave the area, many 
apartments are being converted 
into businesses, selling expensive 
goods and services that are out of 
the reach of many. 

“T call it ruthless tourism,” says 
Eginlioglu. “So much of the city, 
businesses and state resources are 
directed towards tourists, but local 
people are unable to afford these 
things. They become unaccessible 
as they’re so expensive.” 

Galataport did not respond to 
repeated requests for comment. 

Still, the project has proved 
so popular with Erdogan’s 
government that even the 
administration in Istanbul, run 
by the main opposition party, is 
considering its own version of the 
development. 

The Haliçport redevelopment 
plan farther up the Golden Horn 
aims to turn a historic industrial 
port into a vast mall and luxury 
hotel complex, with a marina 
designed to accommodate 
yachts. Construction is still in 
the early stages, but the project is 
already drawing criticism for the 
destruction of historic buildings. 

For Istanbul residents such as 
Elif Refig, who has lived near the 
port for almost two decades, seeing 
the cruise ships from her balcony 
and hearing the music that blasts 
from their top decks at night are 
constant reminders of how much 
the port development has reshaped 
the neighbourhood. 

“[Now] I get lost in places ’ve 
been going since I was 12 years old,” 
she says. “In the end, the cruise 
ships are not a major problem, but 
just the latest extension of one.” 
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UK recession alarm 
set off by big falls 
in factory output 
and house prices 


Larry Elliott 
Economics editor 


Policymakersin Britain have been put 
on high recession alert after surging 
interest rates triggered a slumpin fac- 
tory output and the biggest annual 
dropin house prices since the global 
financial crisis of the late 2000s. 
Amid growing evidence that 
the 14 successive increases in the 
cost of borrowing from the Bank of 


England are slowing the economy, 
the monthly health checks of man- 
ufacturing and the property market 
both pointed toa tough winter ahead. 

Areport from S&P Global and the 
Chartered Institute of Procurement 
and Supply (CIPS) found the out- 
look for British industry among the 
weakest recorded outside of financial 
crashes and the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Additionally, one of Britain’s 
biggest mortgage lenders, the Nation- 
wide building society, said house 


prices had dropped by 5.3% in the 
year to August, the fastest rate of 
decline since 2009. 

There was better news for the 
chancellor, Jeremy Hunt, from 
Office for National Statistics revi- 
sions to past growth figures showing 
the economy rebounded faster and 
more strongly from the Covid-19 pan- 
demic lockdowns. By the end of 2021, 
the economy was 0.6% bigger than 
its pre-pandemic level rather than 
1.2% below as previously thought. 

The chancellor Jeremy Hunt 
seized on the news that Britain had 
enjoyed the third fastest recovery in 
the G7 after the US and Canada, say- 
ing: “The fact that the UK recovered 
from the pandemic much faster than 
thought shows that once again those 
determined to talk down the British 
economy have been proved wrong.” 

Even so, the current signs of dis- 
tress from markedly different parts 
of the economy will add to the Bank 
of England’s dilemma as it decides 
whether to raise interest rates for a 
15th time when its monetary policy 
committee meets this month. 


Financial markets believe the 
MPC will raise borrowing costs by 
0.25 percentage points to 5.5% and 
then leave them at that level for a 
considerable period. The Bank’s 
chief economist, Huw Pill, added to 
speculation that rates would soon hit 
a plateau when in a speech in Cape 
Town he said he favoured a “Table 
Mountain” approach - rates plateau- 
ing for a period. Pill accepted there 
was arisk the Bank’s anti-inflation 
medicine would cause unnecessary 
economic damage. 

Rob Dobson, director at S&P Global 


0.6% 


Growth in UK economy from before 
the pandemic to the end of 2021 - 
considered a strong bounceback 


Fallin UK house prices in the year 
to August, according to Nationwide 
- the fastest decline since 2009 


Market Intelligence, said: “August 
saw a further deepening of the UK 
manufacturing downturn. The PMI 
sank to a 39-month low as output 
and new orders contracted at rates 
rarely seen outside of major peri- 
ods of economic stress such as the 
global financial crisis of 2008-09 and 
the pandemic lockdowns.” 

The monthly purchasing manag- 
ers’ index from S&P/CIPS is seenas a 
guide to what will happen to activity 
over the coming months. August’s 
reading of 43.0 was sharply down 
on July’s 45.3, and well below the 
50 level that marks the cut-off point 
between expansion and contraction. 

Dobson said: “Manufacturers 
reported a weakening economic 
backdrop as demand is hit by rising 
interest rates, the cost of living crisis, 
exportlosses and concerns about the 
market outlook. While this is being 
felt across the manufacturing indus- 
try, business-to-business companies 
are especially hard hit. 

“Intermediate goods producers 
saw the steepest drops in output, new 
orders and employment as a result.” 
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Next takes a bigger portion of 
Reiss in deal with fashion family 


Mark Sweney 


The high street chain Next has 
increased its stake in Reiss to 72% in 
a deal that values the fashion retailer 
at almost £400m. Next already con- 
trolled Reiss having built a51% stake 
since 2021. Now the Reiss family has 
struck a £128m deal with Next to buy 


a 34% shareholding from the private 
equity firm Warburg Pincus. The 
deal, which is expected to complete 
in mid-October, values the Reiss busi- 
nessat £376m and ends seven years of 
ownership by Warburg Pincus. 

After the deal Next will control 72% 
of the retailer - a favourite of the Prin- 
cess of Wales - the Reiss family will 
own 22% and the company’s manage- 
ment team will control 6%. 


“Reiss has performed exception- 
ally well since we first invested in 
March 2021,” said Simon Wolfson, 
the chief executive of Next. “Warburg 
Pincus has been an excellent partner.” 

In the year to January Reiss made 
£324m in sales and a£51.6m profit, a 
year-on-year increase of 50.5%. 

Next said that Reiss had seen sig- 
nificant digital growth since it rolled 
the retailer’s digital operations into 
its own service, called Total Platform, 
in February last year. 

“This has clearly proved fruitful, 
with Reiss experiencing tremendous 
growth of 26.4% for the year to Janu- 
ary 2023, far outperforming the rest 


e È 
of the apparel market,” said Chloe 
Collins, the head of apparel at the 
research firm GlobalData. 

“The brand’s high quality, classic 
yet stylish ranges hold strong appeal 
among consumers who are looking 
for capsule fashion items that will 
stand the test of time. As a premium 
brand, its shoppers have been more 
resilient to inflationary pressures ... 
with some trading up from the mass 
market too, as consumers try to buy 
less and more wisely.” 

Reiss was foundedin1971by David 
Reiss as amenswear brand and now 
sells classic men’s and women’s 
fashion globally. 


Direct Line to 
pay £30m to 
overcharged 
customers 


Mark Sweney 


Direct Line will pay about £30m to 
customers who were charged more 
than they should have been to renew 
car and home insurance policies. 

Britain’s second biggest car 
insurer said it discovered the over- 
charging problem after it incorrectly 
implemented the pricing prac- 
tice regulation that came into force 
in January 2022. Under the rules, 
existing customers should not be 
charged more than if they were a 
new customer. 

“An error in our implementation 
of these rules has meant that our 
calculation of the equivalent new 
business price for some customers 
failed to comply with the regulation,” 
the company said. 

“As aresult, those customers have 
paid arenewal price higher than they 
should have. Redress will be paid to 
any affected policyholder. The cur- 
rent estimate of these payments is 
in the region of £30m.” 

Direct Line, which has a market 
value of more than £2bn, said it would 
reimburse all affected policyholders 
and that half ofthe costs related to the 
error had already been provided for in 
the company’s 2022 financial results. 

The Financial Conduct Authority 
said it was the first time a firm had 
voluntarily agreed to redress existing 
customers who had paid more than 
new customers to renew their poli- 
cies since the rules came into force 
last year. 
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Superdry reports 
£150m loss as cost 
of living crisis hits 
turnaround plan 


Superdry has swung to anear £150m 
loss and said it expected sluggish 
sales this year as the cost of living 
crisis hindered recovery plans at the 
struggling British fashion retailer. 

The company, which this week 
suspended trading of its shares as 
auditors completed the final “tech- 
nical points” of its annual accounts, 
reported a £148m loss for the year to 
29 April. It compares with a £22.4m 
profit a year earlier. 

Superdry, whose shares are 
expected to resume trading next 
week, has been forced to turn to 
Hilco, the specialist distressed com- 
pany fund that has pumped millions 
into the ailing budget retailer Wilko, 
fora “covenant-light” £25mloanata 
hefty interest rate of 10.5% plus the 
Bank of England base rate. The loan 
has not yet been drawn down, but 
may beneeded to fund running costs. 

This is on top of an £80m facil- 
ity agreed with Bantry Bay Capital, 
which hasas one ofits loan conditions 
the veto power over any prospective 
dividend payments to investors. 

Julian Dunkerton, the co-founder 
of Superdry, said: “We have not deliv- 
ered the sales growth we had hoped 
for, with results falling well below 
expectations. This led to challenges 
with liquidity and the need to shore 
up our balance sheet.” 

Superdry has taken action such 
asa £35m cost-cutting drive that has 
included head office redundancies. It 
hasalsosold the rights to its brandin 
some Asia Pacific countries ina$50m 
(£39.6m) deal with the South Korean 
firm Cowell Fashion Company. 

The British retailer said trading 


£22.4m 


Retailer’s profit last year. It blamed 
the swing on bad weather and weak 
orders from its wholesale partners 


£25m 


Loan that Superdry was forced to 
arrange with Hilco, a fund that 
specialises in distressed companies 


18.4% 


Fallin sales in the first financial 
quarter as shoppers spent less 
during the cost of living crisis 


remained tough, reporting an18.4% 
fallin sales in its first financial quar- 
ter to the end of July. 

Superdry blamed lower demand 
for its spring-summer collection on 
poor weather and weak orders from 
wholesale partners, which remained 
cautious about stock levels and 
liquidity as shoppers cut spending. 

“Tm not expecting the consumer 
environment to become any easier 
soon,” said Dunkerton, whoreturned 
as chief executive in 2019. “However, 
the actions we have taken and con- 
tinue to take to ensure the health of 
the business give me more confi- 
dence as we look into the future. The 
good news is that despite the exter- 
nal turbulence, the brandisinsound 
health and has momentum.” 

Superdry said it tooka£43m excep- 
tional charge in a “re-evaluation of 
future store growth assumptions”, 
factoring in the volatile trading envi- 
ronment and cost of living crisis. It 
does not expect any significant rev- 
enue growth this financial year as it 
focuses on cost savings and improv- 
ing margins. 

Victoria Scholar, the head of 
investment at Interactive Investor, 
said: “Shares in Superdry have fallen 
out of favour among investors, fall- 
ing sharply so far this year. The cost of 
living crisis, weak consumer spend- 
ing andarainy summer have weighed 
on demand. And missing its accounts 
publication deadline hasn’t exactly 
been a great look either. 

“Focus now will be on controlling 
costs in order to return the business 
to a position of better margins and 
profitability once again.” 

Superdry is the latest in a line of 
retailers which have turned to the 
Hilco fund after hitting turbulence. 
The fund bought the homewares 
brand Cath Kidston in June 2022 
before selling it to Next. The Savile 
Row tailor Gieves & Hawkes secured 
aloan from Hilco last year, after its 
owner was put into liquidation, and 
was later sold to Frasers Group. 

French Connection, whose noto- 
rious FCUK advertising campaigns 
propelled the fashion brand into the 
mass market during the 1990s, bor- 
rowed £15m from Hilco in July 2020. 
The business was then taken private 
after its share price plunged when 
sales were hit during the pandemic. 

Dunkerton co-founded Super- 
dry in 2003 and remains its largest 
shareholder. He handed over day-to- 
day management before leaving the 
company in 2018, but became chief 
executive again ina boardroom coup 
ayear later. Since the peakin January 
2018, when Superdry was valued at 
£1.6bn, the share price has collapsed, 
reaching £55m on Wednesday when 
trading was suspended. 
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Fashion chain is still standing, 


but keeping it going from 


here will be an impressive feat 


f| his has been a 
difficult year for 
the business,” said 
Superdry’s Julian 
Dunkerton as the 
delayed full-year 
numbers finally appeared. He could 
say the same about every year since 
his against-the-odds coup in 2019, 
when he got himself reinstalled as 
boss of the company he co-founded 
in 2003 and brought to the stock 
market in 2010. 

First, he ran into the pandemic, 
then the cost of living crisis and 
then a long financing struggle that 
is reflected in the pauper’s terms 


on the group’s £25m borrowing 
agreement from Hilco: 10.5% plus 
the Bank of England base rate, so 
an overall rate of 15.75% currently. 

The consolation is that Superdry 
hasn’t yet had to draw on the 
Hilco facility, designed to manage 
the working capital swings in the 
fashion game. Yet in the past six 
months the group has also had to 
raise £11m of fresh equity and flog 
the brand rights for a large chunk of 
Asia-Pacific for $50m (£39.6m). 

It looks uphill work, and the 
share price has inevitably travelled 
in the opposite direction. In 2019, 
when Dunkerton ousted a board 


he accused of failing to understand 
Superdry’s mojo and design ethos, 
the company was worth £440m. 
When trading in the shares was 
suspended on Wednesday, the 
value was £55m. The peak in 
January 2018 was a cool £1.6bn. 

However, Superdry is still 
standing and, unlike many other 
distinctly British mid-market 
names, has its independence. Ted 
Baker, after its own struggles, sold 
itself last year to the US group that 
owns Reebok. Joules was rescued 
from administration by Next. The 
middle ground is tough in the 
current climate. 

The big open question is 
whether Superdry’s hard-to- 
define brand (“sporty in a way that 
appeals to people who like the idea 
of snowboarding but who don’t 
actually go”, said the Guardian’s 
head of fashion in 2011 when the 
Japanese logos first seemed to be 
everywhere) is capable of getting 
back to the peak. 

Dunkerton’s faith is undimmed, 
obviously. The brand is “in sound 
health and has momentum”, he 
reckons, pointing to “our strongest 
jacket sales ever” in the 2022 
autumn/winter collection. One 
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A Superdry show in London. The 
struggling chain said sales fell 18.4% 
in the quarter to the end of July 
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New energy 


secretary 


has a tricky 


path ahead 


he new energy 
secretary, Claire 
Coutinho, has 
followed a path well 
trodden by high- 
profile Tories, from 
Oxford University, via the City and 
the thinktanks of Westminster, to 
the cabinet table. She takes over 
a department that faces both the 
immediate challenge of overseeing 
the energy sector over another 
tough winter and longer-term 
questions about the government’s 
net zero strategy. 

Like many of the fresh batch 
of Conservative MPs catapulted 
into parliament after 2019’s “get 
Brexit done” election, Coutinho 
is staunchly committed to leaving 
the EU - she once said she wanted 
to bean MP so she could deliver 
Brexit “from the inside”. She has 
also highlighted the environment 
as being an issue she cares about 
- as a member of the Conservative 
Environment Network before 
joining government. 

But she will have to walka 
difficult path between her party’s 
stated commitment to net zero, a 
position enshrined when Theresa 
May committed the UK to achieving 


carbon neutrality by 2050 in one of 
her last acts as prime minister, and 
Rishi Sunak’s apparent belief that a 
more sceptical position might win 
his party much-needed votes. 
Sunak insisted on his enthusiasm 
for the environment during last 
year’s leadership election. But after 
the Tories narrowly won July’s 
Uxbridge byelection - ostensibly 
because of the unpopularity of 
London’s ultra-low emission zone 
- he promised to review “anti-car” 
policies. Coutinho will now have 
to navigate this tricky political 
territory. Other contentious issues 
include onshore windfarms and the 
introduction of heat pumps. 
Coutinho’s parents worked in 
the NHS, and she attended a private 
school - inher case James Allen’s 
girls’ school, in Dulwich, south 
London. From there, she went on 
to study maths and philosophy 
at Oxford. She then crisscrossed 
between the private sector and 
politics - including two years at 
Iain Duncan Smith’s thinktank, the 
Centre for Social Justice (CSJ), anda 
stint at the accountancy firm KPMG. 


Claire Coutinho has replaced 
Grant Shapps as the new secretary 
of state for energy and net zero 
PHOTOGRAPH: SIMON WALKER/NO 10 


She inherited the super-safe seat 
of East Surrey from Sam Gyimah - 
who was arising Tory star himself 
before he defected to the Liberal 
Democrats over Brexit. Before that, 
she had served as a special adviser, 
including to Sunak at the Treasury. 

Liz Truss had already brought 
Coutinho into government, giving 
her ajunior role at the Department 
for Work and Pensions. Sunak then 
made her a children’s minister, 
where she has championed the 
expansion of free nursery care. 

Green campaigners will hope her 
track record will now help her to 
secure the backing of the Treasury 
- notorious as a roadblock against 
environmental policies. Her work 
at the CSJ also suggests a glimmer 
of interest in the challenges of low- 
income families facing high energy 
bills this winter. 

But observers hoping Coutinho 
will be prepared to rock the boat 
may be disappointed: another 
characteristic of her time at 
Westminster has been loyalty to 
the prime minister. On entering 
parliament, she served as his 
parliamentary private secretary. 
And just as Sunak benefited from 
his staunch support for Boris 
Johnson, Coutinho’s loyalty 
appears to have served her well. 


The co-founder Julian Dunkerton 
said Superdry was in ‘sound health’ 


In 2019 the company 
was worth £440m. 
When trading in the 
shares was suspended 
on Wednesday, the 
value was £55m 
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cannot accuse him of failing to 
back his optimism with his own 
money. He underwrote the £11m 
fundraising himself and has been 
buying shares to top up a personal 
stake of just over 25%. 

On the other hand, overall sales 
fell “well below expectations” 
in the past financial year - albeit 
revenues of £622m, up 2%, suggest 
a certain resilience. The full-year 
pre-tax loss was £21.7m even 
ignoring the non-cash whacks for 
store writedowns and suchlike 
that took the statutory outcome to 
minus £148m. 

The strategy from here is keep 
chiselling away at overheads while 
overhauling a weak wholesaling 
operation that sells to department 
stores and independent retailers 
who have troubles of their own. 
Doing all the overseas wholesaling 
out of the Cheltenham HQ no 
longer works, Dunkerton believes, 
thus faith is being placed in local 
agents in important European 
markets such as Germany. 

The City’s view? “Execution 
risk remains high,” said analysts 
at Investec politely. It will be 
an impressive turnaround if it 
happens from here. 


UK could leave 
deal that favours 
fossil fuel firms, 
Says minister 


Environment editor 


The UK could pull out of the inter- 
national energy charter treaty if 
attempts to reform it fail, the energy 
minister, Graham Stuart, has said. 
The energy charter treaty (ECT) is 
asystem of secret courts that enables 
companies to sue governments over 
policies that would cut their future 
profits. Companies have sued over 
phasing out coal-fired power sta- 
tions, ending offshore oil drilling and 
banning fracking, with some receiv- 
ing large taxpayer-funded payouts. 
Critics ofthe ECT include the Euro- 
pean Union, whichsays staying in the 
treaty would “clearly undermine” 
climate targets. France, Germany, 
Spain and eight other countries have 
already said they will leave and the 


EU is also set to pull out en masse. 
The UKand Japanare the only major 
economies yet to commit to leaving. 

The UK has been a “strong advo- 
cate” of reforming the treaty, but 
Stuart said that if the reforms were 
not passed by November, the UK 
would consider withdrawal. 

“Rather than being stuck indefi- 
nitely with an outdated treaty, the 
UK wants to see an agreement on a 
modernised treaty as quickly as pos- 
sible,’ he said. “In its current form, 
the ECT will not support those coun- 
tries looking to make the transition to 
cleaner, cheaper energy sources and 
could even penalise our country for 
being at the forefront.” 

Cleodie Rickard, trade campaign 
manager at Global Justice Now, said: 
“It is welcome to hear the UK is finally 
willing to review its membership of 
the climate-wrecking ECT. But put- 
ting off the decision until November 
looks like an attempt to keep the 
UK sitting on the fence. The reform 


il 


Countries that are committed to 
leaving the energy charter treaty - 
not including the UK or Japan 


process to this treaty has failed. 
Eleven countries are voting with their 
feet and exiting, meaning thereis not 
enough support to get the so-called 
modernisation through. Rather than 
more dither and delay, the UK should 
be joining a co-ordinated withdrawal 
now to maximise the benefits of leav- 
ing this damaging deal.” 

The government’s official advisers, 
the Climate Change Committee, said 
in July that “continued membership 
represents risks to both a timely cli- 
mate transition and to the taxpayer”. 
ECT critics have estimated the com- 
pensation to fossil fuel firms could 
rise to more than $1tn (£790bn). 

Chris Skidmore, a former UK 
energy minister who led a net zero 
review for the government in 2022, 
has said the ECT was being “weapon- 
ised by fossil fuel companies in order 
to sue governments for introducing 
climate policies” and was a “threat to 
the UK’s net zero ambitions”. Skid- 
more has proposed an amendment 
tothe energy bill being considered in 
parliament next week requiring the 
UK to withdraw from the ECT. 

The ECT was set upin the 1990s to 
protect energy companies working in 
former Soviet Union countries from 
government expropriation. 
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PASSAGE TO INDI 


A voyage from the Seychelles to Chennai including 
the Maldives & Sri Lanka aboard the MS Hebridean Sky 
31st January to 18th February 2025 


Join us in the tropics as we journey from the islands and atolls of the Indian Ocean and around Sri Lanka to the Bay of i 
eai ‘ F ™**"*""@ Chennai 

Bengal. Our voyage from Mahe to Chennai first allows us to explore the Seychelles and Maldives, two of the world’s aa \ 

most pristine and picturesque archipelagos. With our purpose built Zodiacs we will land on otherwise inaccessible \ 

beaches, explore vast lagoons and coral reefs and encounter some extraordinarily beautiful tropical scenery. il A oee 

Our small ship is ideal for such a region, allowing us to enjoy the peace and tranquillity of this paradise. mT.. a 
MALDIVES ie alle Hambantota 

Contrasting well with this natural world exploration, our itinerary then takes a more cultural focus INDIAN Ve 

as we reach Sri Lanka. Here we spend time in Colombo with its Buddhist and Hindu temples Pa 

and old colonial buildings before exploring Galle Fort, the fortified old city founded by SEVCHEULES S 

the Portuguese colonists in the 16th century and now a UNESCO World Heritage Aride Grande 7 


Site. There is also the option to visit Polonnaruwa, the 5th century ancient city 
considered to be one of the best planned archaeological sites in the country. Whilst in 
Sri Lanka we also discover some natural world wonders with visits to Yala National Park, renowned for its rich wildlife, most notably its many 
elephants, and Bundala National Park, a haven for birdwatchers and Sri Lanka’s first designated wetland site of international importance. 


This unusual itinerary will appeal to those looking for something different, incorporating explorations of the natural world with a more expedition 
focus, followed by a fascinating look at Sri Lanka. With the MS Hebridean Sky as our base and travelling with just over 100 fellow passengers, 
we can enjoy great food, good company, a convivial atmosphere and an expert team which entices travellers to cruise on her time and time again. 


MS HEBRIDEAN SKYY ss one of the finest small ships in the world and offers exceptionally spacious and well-designed suites, beautifully appointed public areas 

and high standards of service and food. The vessel accommodates just 118 passengers and suites feature a seating area and some have a private balcony. The spacious and finely 
decorated public rooms include a lounge, elegant bar, library with internet access and a single seating dining room. Outside there is a rear sun deck where meals are served in warm 
weather under shade, a bar, observation area and comfortable deck furniture. The atmosphere on board is akin to a private yacht or country hotel and you can be assured that after a 
day of exploration ashore you will return to the comfort and peace of a well-run and luxuriously appointed comfortable small ship. 
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zD For full details on this holiday call us today on 020 7752 0000 for your copy of our brochure. 


ABTA 
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Day 1 London to Mahe, Seychelles. Fly by scheduled 
indirect flight. 


Day 2 Mahe. Arrive and transfer to the MS Hebridean Sky 
for embarkation. Enjoy welcome drinks as we sail the short 
distance to our overnight anchorage at Aride. 


Day 3 Aride & Curieuse. Aride is one of the finest and 
most important seabird islands in the Indian Ocean. Over 
one million seabirds breed on the island in addition to five 
species unique to the Seychelles such as the Seychelles 
warbler and Seychelles magpie robin. The island is largely 
covered in native woodland, including the endemic 
Wright's gardenia. We will sail over lunch to Curieuse 
which is an important nesting site for hawksbill turtles and 
boasts endemic vine and mangroves which we will explore 
on an island walk. 


Day 4 Grande Soeur & Praslin. Soend the morning 

on Grande Soeur, an idyllic uninhabited island. Walk the 
island trails which link the white sand beaches and maybe 
catch sight of some of the island’s giant Aldabra tortoises, 
enjoy a swim or join a snorkelling opportunity in the 
turquoise waters. Our last call in the Seychelles will be 

at Praslin where we explore the ‘Vallee de Mai’, the last 
remnant of the original high canopied Seychelles palm 
forest and home to the coco de mer. This evening we 

will clear custom formalities as we start our journey to 

the Maldives. 


Days 5 to 7 At Sea. Relax and enjoy our days at sea. 
Watch out for the bird and marine life and listen to the 
interesting talks by our onboard team. 


Days 8 to 11 Maldives. We spend four days exploring the 
whole archipelago. This vast area of ocean is scattered 
with staggeringly beautiful dots of land surrounded by a 
cerulean sea. It offers some of the finest lagoons, beaches 
and coral reefs in the world. Our day to day schedule will 
be left in the capable hands of the Captain and Expedition 
Leader and we hope to include visits to a number of atolls 
as we Sail from the southern islands to the north. Our 
expedition team will be on hand to take guided walking 
tours to explore the birds and wildlife on land whilst our 
Snorkel Master will take us to some stunning reefs to view 
the wonderful coral and marine life. 


Day 12 At Sea. Our lecture programme continues as we 
make our way across the Laccadive Sea to Sri Lanka. 


Day 13 Colombo, Sri Lanka. Arrive today in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka’s commercial capital and largest city which dates 
back over 600 years having been a trading hub for sea 


merchants and colonial rulers. There will be a choice of 
activities today including a cultural tour visiting the 
Gangaramaya Buddhist Temple, the National Museum and 
Independence Square. Alternatively visit the Kelaniya 
Buddhist Temple, located on the outskirts of the city, it is 
believed that Buddha visited and preached his doctrine 
here to a gathering of serpent-kings. Today worshippers 
come to lay sprigs of lotus flowers around the great white 
dagoba, light oil lamps, and sprinkle the base of the Tree 
of Enlightenment with purifying water. 


Day 14 Galle. Awake this morning in Galle where we 
take a walking tour of the impressive Galle Fortress. This 
UNESCO World Heritage Site is where the Portuguese 
first landed in Sri Lanka in the 16th century and it was then 
extensively fortified by the Dutch during the 17th century. 
Also see the maritime museum, which is housed in an old 
Dutch house, the lighthouse, mosque and church before 
taking a stroll through the narrow streets with their 
shuttered mansions and cloistered courtyards. Return 

to the ship for lunch and this afternoon is free to explore 
Galle further or join a tour to a nearby tea plantation 
where we will learn about the growing processes and 
enjoy a tasting. 


Days 15 & 16 Bundala National Park, Yala National 
Park & Kataragama. We have one and a half days in 
Hambantota from where we will visit some of the region's 
highlights. We will visit Yala National Park, known as 
Ruhunu it was designated as a wildlife sanctuary in 1900 
and is now home to 44 varieties of mammal and 215 bird 
species. This vast region of arid scrub interspersed with 
pockets of dense forest and open patches of grassland 
hosts one of the highest densities of leopard in the world. 
On a jeep safari we also hope to see sloth bears, jackals, 
wild boar and elephants. From Hambantota there will also 
be the opportunity to explore Bundala National Park, a 
haven for birdwatchers and Sri Lanka’s first designated 
wetland site of international importance. Take a jeep 
through the park and discover close to 200 species of bird 
as well as many species of butterfly, crocodiles, elephants 
and deer. Alternatively you may wish to visit Kataragama, 
one of the three most important religious sites in Sri Lanka 
and a popular place of pilgrimage for the Buddhist, Hindu, 
Muslim and the indigenous Vedda communities of Sri 
Lanka and South India. According to the Buddhists this 
was one of the 16 places visited by Buddha during his 
stays in Sri Lanka. We will explore the religious complex, 
the small archaeological museum and the principal shrine 
of the god Kataragama. 


Day 17 Trincomalee, Pigeon Island National Park & 
Polonnaruwa. Today we are in Trincomalee on the north 
east coast of Sri Lanka, one of the finest deep water 
harbours of the world. Choose to join a morning excursion 


of Trincomalee which includes Fort Frederick, built by the 
Portuguese in 1623, and walk to Swami Rock to see the 
Koneswaram Temple, one of the five most holy Shaivite 
temples in the country. Alternatively join a local boat to 
Pigeon Island National Park, an island off the Sri Lankan 
coast and one of two national marine parks in the country. 
Here it will be possible to snorkel over the coral reefs and 
maybe see some of the turtle species that reside here. 

A third option today will be a full day tour to Polonnaruwa. 
This 5th century ancient city was named a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 1982 and is considered to be one of the 
best planned archaeological sites in the country. 


Day 18 Sailing to Chennai, India. After a day at sea we 
arrive this evening in Chennai and moor overnight. 


Day 19 Chennai to London. Disembark and transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight to London. 
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Premium bonds 


Here’s your prize warrant 


its just Wke a 
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Is it worth investing now the 


odds of winning are better? 


With recent changes adding 
about £66m to the prize fund 
this month, buying bonds is 
looking more tempting, as 
Donna Ferguson reports 


atrick Jones* will never 

forget the moment he 

opened a letter and 

discovered he had 

won £100,000 on the 

premium bonds. “I 
thought: this is absolutely bonkers. 
It must bea hoax,” says Jones, who 
had invested £15,000 in the bonds. 

Five years earlier he had won 


£5,000 witha £2,000 holding. He 
couldn’t believe his luck could be 
that “outrageous”. 

Even after the prize money 
arrived in his account, he found it 
hard to accept he had actually won 
a six-figure sum, tax free. 

“It took a while to sink in. I felt 
very fortunate, very lucky - and 
very happy.” 

He used the money to take 
some time off work as a landscape 
gardener, go travelling and then 
retrain as a chartered accountant. 
“It absolutely changed my life.” 

Dianne Heddy also invests in 
premium bonds. However, she has 
been waiting along time to receive 


such news. In 1956, the year the 
bonds first went on sale, she put all 
her birthday money - £7 - into the 
government-backed scheme. She 
was nine years old. 

“Pve never bothered to cash 
in the bonds but I’ve never won 
anything,” the 75-year-old says 
now. “I’ve given up hoping.” 

And there are millions of others 
who also have never won a penny. 

Freedom of information 
requests to National Savings and 
Investments (NS&I) in 2021 and 
2022 revealed that about three- 
quarters of all premium bond 
savers have never won. 

However, there is some good 


news for the UK’s 22 million-plus 
bond holders: as of this month, the 
prize fund rate - the proportion of 
the total amount invested paid out 
- is the highest for 24 years. 

It was recently upped from 4% 
to 4.65% - its highest level since 
March 1999. 

As aresult, the odds of winning 
with each £1 bond number have 
improved to 21,000-1 from the 
previous 22,000-1. 

The changes add about £66m to 
the prize fund for this month. 

NS&I has also beefed up the 
number of higher-value prizes and 
reduced the number of £25 ones. 

As aresult, £100,000 prizes rose 
from 77 in August to 90 this month, 
while the £50,000 prizes jumped 
from 154 to 181. 

But are premium bonds still 
worth getting now that interest 
rates on savings accounts area 
lot better? 

For example, you can get a one- 
year fixed-rate account from NS&I 
paying 6.2%. 

Of the almost 100 Guardian 
readers who shared their 
experiences, more than adozen 
savers, who have held bonds for 
60 years or more, told us that 


A Every premium bond holder longs 
for a letter or email announcing a 
win - but many will never receive one 
PHOTOGRAPH: TRUE IMAGES/ALAMY 


they have yet to see any return on 
their investment. 

Mark Hainge, 66, still has the 
two original paper bonds that 
his grandmother and godmother 
bought for him when he was a few 


Thave won precisely 
nothing with the 

two bonds that were 
bought for me when 
Iwasa baby’ 


Mark Hainge 
Premium bond holder 
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So how do the odds of winning 
stack up? Are premium bonds a 
good place to stash your savings? 

While there is no doubt that 
the increase in the prize fund 
rate is good news, it does not 
mean you will now get a 4.65% 
return on your money - only 
that 4.65% of the total amount 
invested in the bonds will be paid 
out in prizes. 

These range from £25 to £1m. 
But since this month there are 
1,027,604 £25 prizes and two £1m 
prizes, you stand a much higher 
chance of winning £25 than £1m. 

The actuarial consultancy 
OAC is broadly positive about 
the changes. It says that while 
the “rate of return” for the 
average premium bond saver has 
increased by 16% this month, the 
odds of winning a prize have only 
risen by 5%. It says this is due to 
a big shift from smaller £25 prizes 
to larger £50 and £100 ones. 

“The odds on winning £25 
were 71,000-1 but have now risen 
to 118,000-1 - a decrease of 40% 
in probability. 

“In contrast, the odds on 
winning £50 or £100 have jumped 
by 25%, moving from 32,000-1 to 
26,000-1,” says Greig Bingham at 
the consultancy. 

The fact that premium bond 
prizes are tax free is one of 
the most important factors to 
consider, says Anna Bowes, the 
co-founder of Savings Champion. 

“For higher-rate taxpayers, 
additional-rate taxpayers and 
cash-rich savers who are already 
utilising their personal savings 
allowance, premium bonds are 


months old. “I have won precisely 
nothing with them. Perhaps their 
true value lies in reminding me of 
the love the two old ladies had for 
the infant me,’ he says. 

He looks at a photo of himself 
as a boy with his tricycle. “I had to 
save up for months for that tricycle 
- the number-generating machine 
Ernie could have bought it for me if 
Pd been lucky,” he says. 

However, last month, after he 
originally spoke to the Guardian, 
Mark did enjoy a win - from other 
bonds that he holds. “Neither of my 
two original ones contributed to 
this, obviously.” 

He used his winnings to pay for 
tickets to a music festival. 

Another reader, James Looker, 
44, has had more luck with the 
bonds his grandparents gave him, 
despite not winning any big prizes. 

He and his sister were given 
£500-worth in 2006, “with the 
proviso that if one of us won, we 
would have to share the winnings 
equally”. 

He adds: “Imagine my delight 
when my sister won £10,000 a few 
months later and had to give me 
£5,000. My bonds have won next 
to nothing, and when they do crop 


: still a great place to park some 
: money,” she says. 


She compares premium 


: bonds to saving in an easy access 
: savings account, because you can 
: cash in premium bonds at any 

: time without penalty. 


Higher-rate taxpayers, who 


: have already earned £500 in 

: interest on their savings, and 

: used up their Isa allowance, 

: would need to find an easy-access 
: account paying 7.75% gross to 

: earn the equivalent of a 4.65% 

: return, tax free. 


“You're not going to get 


: that,” Bowes says. At the time of 

: writing, the very top-paying easy- 
: access savings accounts were 

: offering about 4.94%. 


On the other hand, you may 


: not earn 4.65%, or even anything 
: at all, with your premium bonds, 
: while you would have been 

: certain to earn interest with a 

: straightforward savings account. 


When interest rates were 


: lower, the amount of interest 

: you were risking by investing in 

: premium bonds (rather than a top 
: easy access savings account) was 

: smaller than it is now. 


“If you put £50,000 in now, you 


could miss out on up to £2,470 in 
: interest,” Bowes says. 


Bear in mind that NS&I has 


: other products offering decent 

: rates. This week it launched new 

: issues of its one-year fixed-rate 

: guaranteed growth bonds and 

: guaranteed income bonds, 

: paying 6.2% gross/AER and 6.03% 
: gross/6.2% AER respectively. 

: These are the highest rates since 

: they were launched. 


up with the odd £25, my sister tells 
me to keep the £12.50 I owe her 
through gritted teeth.” 

Missing out on savings account 
interest is one of the big downsides 
of opting to put your cash into 
premium bonds. That does not 
bother Bilal, though. (He did not 
want to give his surname.) Over the 
past three years he has built upa 
holding of £50,000 in the bonds. 

He likes the fact they are backed 
by the Treasury, and says he 
wanted an investment that would 
not fall in value. 

“IT invested because it was safe,” 
he says. “There was a sense I may 
get lucky. But more than anything, 
it was the security I wanted.” 

His wife, Zara, also holds 
£50,000 in bonds. But while she has 
never won more than £100, he won 
£10,000 in January. 

“I told my wife the email was a 
scam,” he says. “I never thought Pd 
be that lucky.” 

Since then, he and Zara have 
not stopped celebrating their 
good fortune. “When my win was 
confirmed by NS&I, we danced 
around the house,” he says. 


* Name has been changed 


A 
A From makeup to skincare, trying and buying new products is costing many 


¥ 


self-confessed addicts thousands of pounds PHOTOGRAPH: IRYNA VEKLICH/GETTY IMAGES 


Tm an addict’ 


Women tell of how they 


spend thousands on beauty 


Many shoppers say they 

feel under pressure to pay 
huge sums - and some 
borrow to cover the costs. 
Jedidajah Otte talks to them 


enny, aretired nurse from 

Devon, describes herself as 

a skincare addict. 

“T discovered TV 

shopping channel QVC 

the year after I retired, 
and pretty much spent my entire 
pension lump sum on skincare and 
makeup over a couple of years - 
about £10,000,’ she says. 

“At the moment, I subscribe to 
four beauty boxes for £65 a month, 
receiving about 20 products 
through the post. But I’ve also 
spent thousands on one-off boxes 
and products. 

“It’s obsessive compulsive 
behaviour. I’m an addict and could 
weep if I think of all the money I’ve 
spent. I have lots of regrets.” 

Jenny, who recently turned 60, is 
one of dozens of people who shared 
with the Guardian why they pay out 
significant amounts of their income 
on improving their looks, and what 
they spend it on. 

She is not alone in describing 
her penchant for beauty products 
as addictive: the Reddit group 
Skincare Addiction now has two 
million subscribers, up from halfa 
million in 2018. 

Figures from Google Trends 
show sharp increases in searches 
for Botox, injectable fillers and 
skincare in the past couple of years. 

Search popularity for all three 
doubled in the UK during the first 
two years of the pandemic, and has 
remained high since 2022. 

Jenny says she is nota big 
spender in other areas of life, and 


could have really used the money 
to help pay rising household bills. 

“T fell for all the anti-ageing 
promises and it just got out of 
control. Now I have an enormous 
pile of mostly unopened stuff 
Pd have to get to 100 years to 
get through. 

“It’s all hidden in boxes and 
trunks - hundreds of products.” 

Sarah, a 30-year-old emergency 
service worker from Glasgow, who 
regularly tries new beauty and 
haircare products and feels she is 
spending a lot on them, is one of 
many respondents who referenced 
the influence of social media on 
their beauty spending habits. 

“I buy based on website reviews, 
recommendations from influencers 
I follow, and also the ones that go 
viral on TikTok,” Sarah says. 

“T repurchase products that work 
for me regardless of brand or price. 

“Iwill splurge on high-end 
shampoo and conditioner, go to the 
hairdresser every six to eight weeks 
for £100, have a manicure every 
four weeks for £35, and Botox every 
six months for £150. 

“Then there’s lip filler every nine 
to 12 months for £125 and sunbeds 
for 15 minutes weekly.” 

Sarah says these “tweakments” 
make her feel more confident. 


‘T fell for all the anti- 
ageing promises and 
it just got out of hand. 
I have an enormous 


pile of mostly 
unopened stuff” 


Jenny 
Retired nurse 


“I do this because it makes 
me feel good, not to appear more 
attractive to men, or anyone else. 
But I do have concerns about 
the cost. It’s frightening seeing it 
written down.” 

Various respondents said beauty 
spending remained a priority 
during the cost of living crisis, with 
some resorting to borrowing to 
afford it. 

Among them is Lauren, a recent 
graduate from Hampshire, who 
started getting lip fillers at 18. 

“I spend about £600 on dermal 
fillers every four to six months, 
as wellas hundreds of pounds on 
makeup and skincare. 

“I don’t even want to calculate 
how much I’ve spent, but it’s an 
amount that I know alot of people 
spend in my area. 

“Pretty much most people I 
know started getting lip filler as 
soon as they turned 18,” she says. 

Once she started, Lauren says, 
she felt unable to stop. 

“It just snowballed. Istarted 
getting filler for my cheeks, jaw and 
chin to enhance them. 

“The fillers fade after a while, 
so now Pm almost trapped in 
spending this amount despite my 
low salary, as I feel I capt let them 
fully dissolve and go back to the 
way I looked before.” 

Lauren says she also spends 
“a fair amount” on makeup, 
skincare and haircare, mostly 
because it makes her feel good, 
and that she used her student 
maintenance loan to pay for 
cosmetic procedures. 

“Tlike trying new products and 
browse makeup websites daily. I 
see it as a hobby. 

“Until recently, I wouldn’t go 
out of the house without a fully 
Instagrammable face.” 

For Tori, a 38-year-old 
management consultant from 
Monmouthshire, expensive regular 
cosmetic procedures are more 
important than other things she 
could be spending her money on. 

“If I had to choose, Pd rather go 
out less frequently, but look well 
when! do. Getting older is getting 
expensive.” 

Tori has quarterly Botox 
injections and skin peels, 
occasional tear trough filler and 
mesotherapy to reduce dark 
under-eye circles, a gel manicure 
every three to four weeks, 
and her lips and eyebrows are 
tattooed annually. 

“My lifelong thin hair is thinning 
more rapidly, so Pll be chucking 
thousands at trying to make it 
thicker, with expensive shampoo 
and scalp treatments. 

“I don’t have concerns really, as 
Pm lucky to bea high earner, but 
it’s annoying that my 49-year-old 
husband just flops out of bed, into 
the shower and he’s done. 

“Tt’s not just expensive but 
time-consuming to keep up with 
these treatments.” 


Additional reporting by 
Michael Goodier 
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Ordnance Survey’s know-how in the application and 
interpretation of location intelligence helps us all have 
a much greater understanding of the future and how 
to shape the places we want to live in. 


Whether it’s managing the risks associated with climate 
change, getting more people to enjoy healthier lives 

or helping connect people so that they can all thrive equally, 
Ordnance Survey can help turn location data into prosperity. 


Discover the future. Visit os:uk 
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Mortgages 
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Third of buyers ‘don't think 


they'll pay loan off by 65’ 


Rupert Jones 


A third of those with a mortgage do 
not think they will pay it off by the 
time they are 65, according to data 
this week. It coincided with HSBC 
becoming the latest big lender to 
increase its maximum mortgage 
term to 40 years. 

The chaos in the home loans 
market has resulted in millions 
of people in the UK being hit with 
or facing dramatically higher 
costs - prompting many to look at 
stretching their mortgage term in 
order to bring down their monthly 
payments. 

Many of the mortgage products 
available have astandard 
maximum term of up to 40 years 
but some lenders have resisted 
offering customers a term of 
that length. 

This week, one of them, HSBC, 
said it had decided to increase 
its maximum term from 35 to 40 
years, saying that by doing this, “we 
aim to help make mortgages more 
manageable, with lower monthly 
repayments, and home ownership 
areality for our customers”. 

Lengthening the duration of 
ahome loan cuts the monthly 
repayments but the flipside is 
that you end up paying a lot more 
interest because you reduce the 
mortgage balance more slowly. 

With the average age of a UK 


A HSBC has become the latest lender 
to increase its maximum loan term 


first-time buyer standing at 32, 
that raises the prospect of large 
numbers of homeowners not 
achieving mortgage-free status 
until they are in their 70s. 

More lenders letting borrowers 
supersize their mortgage term 
will definitely help many with the 
current affordability challenges but 
it also suggests that the dream of 
a debt-free retirement is moving 
further out of reach for millions 
more people. 

Research issued this week 
by the insurer and retirement 
specialist LV= found that 32% of 
mortgage holders do not think they 
will pay off their home loan by the 
age of 65. 

However, when it came to those 
who were retired, the research 
found that one in 10 still had 
mortgage debt at the point they 
stopped working. 

The average mortgage debt 
outstanding at retirement was 
£38,000. Almost two-thirds - 63% 
- of those who retired with an 
outstanding home loan debt had to 
pay this off with their pension. 

David Stevens, the director of 
savings and retirement at LV=, 
says: “High inflation combined 
with longer mortgage terms means 
that more people will be forced 
to continue paying mortgages 
during retirement. 

“This could result in less 
discretionary income for 
pensioners to spend on the more 
enjoyable things they had in mind 
for their retirement.” 

HSBC’s new 40-year term 
applies to its residential repayment 
and buy-to-let mortgages, and is 
available now to those who take 
out one of its deals via a broker, and 
from 13 September for customers 
applying direct. 

Any additional borrowing, either 
standalone or in conjunction with 
aremortgage, can now alsobe 
arranged over 40 years. 


Consumer champions 
Miles Brignall 
Sleeper service that plus your onward travel, it has 

p agreed to pay you about double 
turned into abad dream that: €263 in total (£225). This 
This summer, my family includes the extra that you were 


and I enjoyed a fortnight’s 
backpacking around northern 
Europe, travelling mainly by 
rail. As part of that, we booked 
the European Sleeper service 
for the final leg of our journey 
from Berlin to Amsterdam. 

The cost was €499 (£428) fora 
couchette compartment for the 
four of us. 

The company’s website 
showed pictures of very smart 
and comfortable-looking 
compartments, and extolled 
the comfort and convenience of 
its service. 

But when we boarded it was 
clear that the carriage, and our 
compartment, had seen much 
better days. 

Though the bedding was clean, 
there was visible ingrained grime 
in the corners and crevices of 
the compartment 

There was no air conditioning, 
so we were all too uncomfortable 
to get any sleep. 

Worse, there were no working 
toilets in our carriage and, by 
the middle of the journey, all 
the toilets on board had become 
unusable, because of the bowls 
becoming blocked. 

About a week before departure, 
we were told that, because of 
track maintenance, the train 
would now halt at Utrecht in the 
Netherlands, and that we would 
have to make our own way to 
Amsterdam and claim a refund. 

The final outrage was 
finding that the door to our 
compartment had somehow 
locked itself in the small hours, 
leaving us locked in. We only 
realised we were trapped as we 
approached Utrecht. 

There was no call button, and 
we were only freed after another 
passenger heard our calls for help. 

We have written to European 
Sleeper to ask how they 
intend to address these issues 
and reimburse us, pay our 


A European Sleeper admitted that 
its couchette carriages were quite old 


additional train costs on to 
Amsterdam and compensate us 
for our experience, but so far we 
haven’t received any reply. 

AW, Perth 


Reading about your trip - and 
the toilets in particular - brought 
back some (happy?) memories of 
Interrailing in my youth. 

However, I can appreciate the 
situation was a bit of a trial. You 
would think train firms would 
have left those terrible toilets 
behind by now. 

And as for being locked in... 
thank goodness there wasn’t a fire. 

I asked European Sleeper 
about your experience, and it was 
quick to apologise at length and 
maintain that your experience was 
not the norm. 

It conceded that its couchette 
carriages are quite old (there was 
never any air-con, apparently) 
and that the company is working 
on a technical solution to improve 
the loos. It sounds like your trip 
was not the only one to experience 
toilet trouble. 

In the long term, the company 
says it is buying new rolling stock. 
It has also promised to address 
your safety concerns. 

After initially offering you 
a 20% refund of the fare paid, 


forced to spend on onward tickets 
to Amsterdam. 
You are happy with the outcome. 


How can it cost £46 for 
selling a few shares? 


Ihave some Santander shares 
I gained years ago when it 
took over the demutualised 
Abbey National. 

Every year the bank’s share 
management company, Equiniti, 
writes to me offering - among 
other things - to sell them. 

For this, they want a £46 
commission. This seems 
exorbitantly high, given that the 
shares are only worth about £450. 

Inow want to sell them - is there 
a cheaper option? 

CP, Herts 


Lots of people still have these 
shares and get these letters. I 
completely agree that a £46 charge 
sounds like too much for selling 
the 100 or so shares you must have. 
The charge would have been a 

10% commission. 

However, it turns out that that is 
the price for a written execution. 

If you are prepared to sign up to 
the company’s online service - it 
takes a couple of days, as Equiniti 
has to send an authorisation code 
to your home - you can sell them 
for amore reasonable £20. 

There are other slightly 
cheaper options, but as a rare share 
trader, this will arguably be your 
easiest, and I would probably opt 
for that. 


We welcome letters but cannot answer 
individually. Email us at consumer. 
champions@theguardian.com or 
write to Consumer Champions, 
Money, the Guardian, 90 York Way, 
London N1 9GU. Please include a 
daytime phone number. Submission 
and publication of all letters is subject 
to our terms and conditions: http:// 
theguardian.com/letters-terms 


lines created by our lives online. 
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In conversation with 
Naomi Klein 


The award-winning author willjoin Guardian Live for a special 
event in Manchester and livestreamed globally. 

Naomi will discuss her new book, Doppelganger, which explores 
the politics of the far right, conspiracy theories, and the blurred 


Wednesday 27 September, 7- 8.30pm 
The Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester 


Book nowat theguardian.com/naomiklein-live or scan the OR code 


Guardian Live 


| @GuardianLive oC) 
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| Money 


ILLUSTRATION BY JAMIE WIGNALL 


results by price or puta maximum 
limit on how much you want to 
spend, so that you only see places 
you can afford. 

Wise says village halls can be 
acheap option, “or somewhere 
run by your local council. Then 
transform the space in terms of 
making it more glamorous”. 

Scout and guide huts are another 
option: many groups hire them out 
for as little as £25 an hour and, like 
village halls, they typically come 
with chairs, tables and other things 
you might need. 

When thinking specifically 
about a wedding, Read-Dominguez 
suggests opting for a weekday or 
a Sunday. 

“It will help make a significant 
saving by avoiding what the 
premium venues charge for 
Saturday weddings,” she says. 

And when comparing prices, 
consider what the venue can 
provide for you. 

“Restaurants will often help 
with printing menus and candles,” 
Shaw says. “The more a venue 
can provide, the less you need 
to bring in, and this will free up 
your budget.” 


Money hacks How to host 


a celebration on a budget 


Sarah Marsh 


Seta spending limit 


Rather than just going out and 
buying decorations and food or 
drinks for your event, start with a 
budget and stick to it. 

Thea Wise, an event producer 
at Melt Productions, suggests 
using an Excel spreadsheet or 
Google document to precisely track 
your spending. 

Jennifer Read-Dominguez, 
editor at the website Rock My 
Wedding, has advice for people 
getting married that could be 
usefully applied to other events. 


“Establishing a realistic budget, 
by working out what you can 
afford, will play a key role in saving 
up for it. 

“And the earlier you start saving, 
the more manageable it will be in 
the long run,” she says. 

“We recommend that couples 
create a spreadsheet and input 
everything, so they stay fully aware 
of their finances and where they’re 
at with planning and spending.” 

Matthew Shaw, the founder and 
creative director at event planning 
company Sauveur Studios, says you 
should always start by “working 
out all the costs and adjusting until 
it works for you”. 

He adds: “As planners, this is 
always our priority?” 


Use familiar spaces... 


It may sound obvious, but if you are 
planning a party, why not see if any 
friends or family have a space you 
can use for free? 

It could be a relative’s lounge, 

a friend’s basement, or a work 
colleague’s garden. 

Wise says that if you are planning 
asmaller party, see what your local 
parks have to offer, “as you are 
often allowed to put up gazebos”. 


.. Or look for cheap ones 


You can find places to hire on 
Tagvenue, a website that lists 
locations and does not charge a fee 
for bookings. You can order search 


Check out secondhand 


Instead of spending money 
on decorations you will never 
use again, why not see what is 
available secondhand? 

A great place to get props and 
other items is Freecycle. 

If you are planning an outdoor 
party with something like a tipi, see 
if anyone has a free sofa that could 
be used to create a cosy corner. 

Or is anyone giving away a barrel, 
or cask, that could be used as a 
makeshift bar? 

Read-Dominguez says that 
choosing secondhand is always a 
good option. Her website’s online 
marketplace, Recycle My Wedding, 
has preloved decorations, as well as 
dresses and accessories. 

Wise suggests getting “thrifty” 
with secondhand fabrics from 
charity shops. “Cut them up 
and create your own bunting, or 
anything colourful, to add to the 
space,” she says. 

You can also find chic vases 
and plates at charity shops. “They 
don’t need to match, but can givea 
shabby-chic look.” 


‘First, work out all the 
costs, and then adjust 


until it works for you’ 


Matthew Shaw 
Founder, Sauveur Studios 


She adds: “People have used 
things like fresh fruits as additional 
decor - place them around a bar. Or 
herbs, which can often be bought 
from the supermarket for about 
99p. They smell good, too.” 


Food and drink 


Consider asking guests to bring a 
dish. It’s a fun way to get an eclectic 
mix of food for the day, and also 
involve those attending. 

If that doesn’t work, you may 
want to think about other options. 
For example, hiring a food truck 
or mobile pizza van will be much 
cheaper than organising amore 
formal catered meal. It is also a lot 
more casual and can bring amore 
relaxed, fun vibe. 

At Poptop UK, search for food 
vans near you, stipulating what 
sort of party you are hosting. As 
well as food, you can also hire 
marquees and entertainment 
through the website. 

Wise adds: “If our clients are on 
a budget, we suggest things like 
big-bowl sharing, or platters. If you 
provide your own tableware and 
cutlery, that saves alot of money. 

“Also consider getting bamboo 
plates and cutlery as it is eco- 
conscious and, also, a lot of costs 
come from the plates and the 
facilities to wash them.” 

And encourage people to bring 
a bottle, or provide big jugs of soft 
drinks and cocktails. 


Strike the right note 


Shaw says his approach to 
entertainment is “to first work out 
your running order and available 
budget, and then have a think 
about how to tie it all together”. 
He adds: “Don’t shy away 
from asking musically talented 
friends - some of the most special 
weddings and parties we’ve done 
have featured music from friends 
and family.” 


Get your tickets for Football 
Weekly's away fixtures 


Max and Barry are back on tour across the 


Get Stian 


UK and Ireland. Prepare yourself for the full 
in-person (and livestreamed) experience of 
the pod squad’snenonsense punditry and 
unfiltered football analysis. 
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Fantasy 
house hunt 


| Ol 


Lincolnshire 
£525,000 

This Grade II-listed stone 
farmhouse - two miles north of 
Grantham -is on the market for the 
first time in 46 years. Dating back to 
1769, it has five bedrooms, a study, 
log store and a large lawned garden. 
The village has St Sebastian’s 
Church of England primary school 
and isa cycle ride, ora 20-minute 
walk, to the Priory Ruskin Academy 
in Grantham. Sir Isaac Newton and 
Margaret Thatcher were educated 
at grammar schools in the town, 
and the latter (unsurprisingly) 
made head girl. Winkworth, 

01476 578 888 


Pitshanger Village is a mile north 
of Ealing Broadway, a bustling 
neighbourhood with an award- 
winning high street and sporting 
heritage. Itis home to the 
Brentham Club - where Fred Perry 
played tennis. There’s a 1970s 
four-bedroom house for sale 

with an open-plan kitchen and 
living area, and sliding doors on 

to the patio garden. The price 

tag reflects its location in the 
catchment area of North Ealing 
primary school, whichis only a 
few minutes’ walk away. It’s a half- 
hour walk to Brentside high school 
(secondary state). The Modern 
House, 020 3795 5920 


< ma 
£800,000 
The village sits in the Eden Valley, between the 
Lake District fells to the west and the Pennines 
tothe east. It has a shop, post office, pubs and 
astation on the main line between Settle 

and Carlisle. Armathwaite primary schoolis 
within walking distance of Allendale House, 

a Victorian property with five bedrooms and 
five bathrooms. The open-plan kitchen-diner- 
living room opens on to the garden under 
pitched beams to create an eating area. 

The houseis also within the catchment area of 
the Caldew School (secondary) in Dalston. 
Finest Properties, 01434 622234 


In the suburb of Combe Down, 

on the southern edge of the 

city, is a limestone terrace of 
pretty cottages. There’s one with 
four bedrooms, a part-stone 
conservatory and, at the end of the 
wild garden, a hidden annexe. The 
area is serviced by Combe Down 
Church of England primary school 
and the Ralph Allen secondary 
school, both within walking 
distance. Inigo, 020 3687 3071 


£995,000 


Tankerton is a seaside suburb of 
the fashionable coastal town. Set 
back from the pebbly beach and 
parade of colourful beach huts 

is a decorated Arts and Crafts 
townhouse, with four bedrooms, 
balconies and astudio. Itisa 

short stroll along the seafront to 
Whitstable town centre. Whitstable 
school is a 25-minute walk, or eight- 
minute cycle ride, on the other side 
of town. Inigo, 020 3687 3071 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Charities ixit 


These organisations provide year-round support for those who need it the most. Whether 
it's improving the lives of humans or animals, there has never been a more pressing time 
to give. Please lend your generous support to one or more of these charities 


Read more online! Visit checklists.co.uk and follow Fi Y © @checklistsocial 


Make a difference for people living with Crohn's or 
colitis with a gift in your Will 


There are more than 
OA 500,000 people in the 


UK living with a lifelong 
condition that few have 

heard of. Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis 
are the two main forms of inflammatory bowel 
disease. Crohn's & Colitis UK is a charity working 
for improved lives today and a world free from 
Crohn's and colitis tomorrow. 

When your gut doesn't work properly, 
the effects can be devastating. It can have 
an impact on every part of your body and 
last your whole life. Because of the stigma 
and misunderstanding surrounding these 
conditions, thousands of people are not 


: They are not alone. Crohn's & Colitis UK is 
accessing the support that they need. 


here to support them with whatever they need, 
whenever they need it. The charity provides expert 
information and resources to help people with 
Crohn's or colitis, and their loved ones, navigate life 
after diagnosis. 

A gift in your Will can give hope for a better, 
freer and fuller life for every person affected by 
Crohn's or colitis. Your generosity can help bring 
about better understanding and support, improved 
treatments, clinical care and information, and fund 
research into a cure. With your help, Crohn's & 
Colitis UK can give everyone affected by Crohn's 
or colitis hope, confidence and comfort for 
generations to come. 


To find out more about including a gift in your Will to Crohn's & Colitis UK, visit 
crohnsandcolitis.org.uk/yourgift or email remember@crohnsandcolitis.org.uk 


Registered charity in England and Wales number 1117148 and number SC038632 in Scotland. Registered as a company limited by guarantee in 
England and Wales number 5973370. 


Giving hope to suffering and persecuted Christians 


Did you know that in some 
countries, men, women and 
children are denied access to basic 
healthcare just because of what 
they believe? Or that families are 
trapped in indentured slavery? Or 
that people are put to the back of 
the queue when receiving aid in 
the wake of a disaster? Or that tens 
of thousands are killed because of 
their faith? 

This is the experience of 
Christians around the world, in N 
the context of pressure : 
and persecution. 

Barnabas Aid is an international aid agency 
that supports, encourages and sends practical 
assistance to Christian communities and churches 
around the world that experience discrimination 
and suffering because of their faith. 

One Egyptian Christian widow, said: 

“Without this box [of food], we might have 
died from hunger.” 


2 > 4 
hanks to 


Nigerians givet 
EP Barnabas Aid 
eet 

These piercing words demonstrate the real life- 
saving difference made by Barnabas Aid. In this 
one project, 4,557 Egyptian Christian families were 
sustained through Barnabas-funded food relief. 

Barnabas Aid has freed 1,575 Christian families 
from slavery in Pakistan. The families were bonded to 
brick-kiln factories after being forced through extreme 
poverty to borrow money from their employers. 

Khalid, an aid recipient, said: “My life has changed 
because of Barnabas Aid.” 

Barnabas paid his family’s debt, including medical 
bills that saved his wife's life. 

These are just two of their many projects around 
the world, and they can't do it without you. Their work 
must continue. Can you help? 


barnabas aid 


bringing hope to suffering Christians 


Khalid says Barnabas Aid 


ab -Find out more at barnabasaid.org 


— A 
changed his Registered charity number 1092935. 


Pet prescriptions, straight to your door 


A’ et S u Save time and money by getting your veterinary prescription 
Seeing ne nee pame medicines online. Take a picture of your prescription and 
send it to vets4u.uk - and see how much you can save on veterinary bills, flea 
treatments, allergy medicines and more with delivery right to your door! Vets4u is 
an independent online veterinary practice and pharmacy. They are committed to 


supporting veterans, veteran animals, animal charities and shelters through their 

VETS4VETS programme and charity partners. id) 

Visit vets4u.uk and follow @vets4u.uk to save money and keep up Vets4Vets 
. . . Sersut 

with the latest tips and discounts. Niy 


Every young person's potential fulfilled 


Honouring the legacy of x a 
CARE Terry Waite KCMG CBE, the Y * 


Care International's mission 


is to see every young person's potential fulfilled, 
and to rethink poverty by working in long-term 
partnership with YMCAs globally. 

In the vibrant community of Dreamtown, Sierra 
Leone, Habiba is making a difference in the lives 


of young women. Habiba has helped pioneer a soap- 
making business that equips young women with the 
means to transform their futures. With your support, 
pioneers like Habiba can continue to equip young 
women with the practical skills, community and 
entrepreneurship to fulfil their potential. 


oi) 1111 es FR 
Photo: Tom Price, Y Care International ¥ ~ 
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Discover her story at ycareinternational.org/habiba 


Registered charity number 1109789. 


A tree today, a forest tomorrow 


Plant the right trees in the 


5 as D right places with World 
aa ainsi Land Trust (WLT). 
TRUST 


There has never been 
a more urgent time to 
revive the world's forests than now. Reforestation 
is one of the best ways of restoring fragmented 
and degraded habitats, and by supporting WLT's 
Plant a Tree programme, you can make an 
immediate and lasting impact. For just £5, you can 
fund a new tree from seed to sapling to success. 

Working closely with in-country partners 
who know their landscapes best, WLT’s Planta 
Tree programme has a successful history of tree 
planting around the world. Each project is unique 
and focuses on areas that are rich in biodiversity 
and support long-term conservation goals. Local 
communities are involved in every step of the 
reforestation journey to ensure that the right 
native species are planted to expand and protect 
forest reserves. 

But each donation means much more than 
just a tree. Every £5 covers the cost of local seed 
collection, nurturing a seedling in nursery, 
planting the sapling on-site and ongoing 
protection until the tree is established. Plus, if 
any saplings don't survive, they're replaced to 


guarantee every donation counts where it 
matters most. 

By donating now, you will support Plant a Tree 
projects in locations such as Armenia, Brazil, 
and India. 

The next 10 years are critical, and with Planta 
Tree, you will be part of the solution. You can help 
them bring vital forest habitats back to life, provide 
nutrition for wildlife, create job opportunities for 
local people and defend against climate change ina 
time of much needed action. 


Help World Land Trust nurture the next generation of forests. 
Find out more at worldlandtrust.org 


Charities Checklist is an independent spread of advertorial from Hurst Media Company. While every care is taken in ensuring that the content is in compliance with the Advertising Standards Authority and The UK Code of Non-Broadcast Advertising and Direct & Promotional 


Marketing (CAP Codes), the publishers assume no responsibility in the effect rising therefrom, and readers are advised to seek professional advice before acting on any information. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Share your love for the V&A 


Leave a gift in your Will and share the wonder 
of the V&A with future generations. 


Visit vam.ac.uk/legacies or call 020 7942 2716 


© Hydar Dewachi, V&A Friday Late, Victoria and Albert Museum, London 
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Codeword 


Fill the grid so that each block adds up to the total in the box above or to 
the left of it. You can only use the digits 1-9 and you must not use the same 
number twice in a block. 
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Crack the code to fill in the crossword grid. Each letter of the alphabet makes 
at least one appearance in the grid and is represented by the same number 
wherever it appears. A number of letters have been decoded to help with the 
identification of other letters and words in the grid. 
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Suguru Train tracks 


Time 
on your 


Fill the grid so that each square in 
an outlined block contains a digit. 
A block of two squares contains 

the digits 1 and 2, a block of three 
squares contains the digits 1, 2 and 
3, and so on. No same digit appears 
in neighbouring squares, not even 
diagonally. 


Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to 
village B. The numbers indicate how many sections of 
rail go in each row and column. There are only straight 
rails and curved rails. The track cannot cross itself: 


3 2 4 2 4 4 2 


hands? 
Stay 
connected 
and keep 

in touch 
with your 
friends with 
our new 

6 Puzzles 
mobile app 


You can 
access more 


than 15,000 
crosswords and 


sudoku and 
solve puzzles 
online together. 
Download 

The Guardian 
Puzzles app and 
try it for free 


now. 
theguardian. 
com/ 
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Word wheel 


Find as many words as possible 
using the letters in the wheel. Each 
must use the central letter and at 
least two others. Letters may be 
used only once. You may not use 
plurals, foreign words or proper 
nouns. There is at least one nine- 
letter word to be found. Target: 
excellent 28, good 23, average 17. 
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Puzzles 


Quick crossword no 16,638 


Across 
1 Cornucopia (4,2,6) 
9 Out of condition (5) 

10 Funny drawing (7) 

11 Tiny particle (4) 

12 Excessively fast (like some New 
Testament swine?) — a grandee 
(anag) (8) 

14 More likely than not (4-2) 

15 New (6) 

18 Volcanic Indonesian island, mostly 
destroyed by eruption in 1883 (8) 

20 Saintly circle (4) 

22 North American river known for its 
waterfalls (7) 

23 Edible entrails (5) 

24 Not sensitive to criticism (5-7) 


Down 

2 For use on trails, beaches etc, likea 
mountain bike or Jeep (3-4) 

3 Short message (4) 

4 Beauty treatment (6) 

5 Region of north-east France (8) 

6 Nota single person (2,3) 

7 Traditional song and nursery 
thyme, which predates the 
American Revolution (the state 
anthem of Connecticut) (6-6) 

8 Shut up! (3,1,4,2,2) 

13 Native American fighting axe (8) 

16 Get hold of quickly (7) 

17 Return (2,4) 

19 Italian violin maker, d. 1684 (5) 

21 West Germany’s capital — 
Beethoven’s birthplace (4) 


Yesterday's 
Quick crossword 


Solution no 16,637 


Stuck? For help call 0906 200 83 83. Calls cost £1.10 
per minute, plus your phone company's access charge. 
Service supplied by ATS. Call 0330 333 6946 for 
customer service (charged at standard rate). 

Want more? Get access to more than 4,000 puzzles at 
theguardian.com/crossword. To buy puzzle books, visit 
www.guardianbookshop.com or call 0330 333 6846. 


Sandwich sudoku Chris Maslanka 
Solutions 
Medium Pyrgic:1.Prostheticis pronounced : andf=a-b;soa=(F+f)/2andb= į from the same pointare equal in 
O | Pros + thetic (with the th- said as : (F-f)/2.Foraandbtobeintegers =: length. (Can you prove it?) Label as 
Place the digits the th- in thesis). Inthe second : F+fandF-fmusthavethesame : shown. The sum of 


from1-9ineach 
row, column and 


— 
00 


3x3 block. 

The clues outside 
the grid show 

the sum of the 


numbers placed 
between the 1 and 


9in that row or 
column. 


6 


4 


— 
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9 10 24 4 O 14 11 29 9 


case “may” absurdly entertains 

the possibility that humanity no 
longer exists. The right word is 
might. 2. a) If the squares are a? 
and b?, the difference is (a? - b?) = 
(a+ b)(a - b). If this equals a prime 
p, (a+ b)> (a-b); also a +b = pand 
a-b =1. Adding, 2a = p +1,s0a = 

(p + 1)/2, (an integer if p is odd). By 
subtraction, b = (p - 1)/2, (an integer 
for all odd p); so any odd prime is 
expressible as the difference of 
two such squares: p = [(p + 1)/2]? - 
[(p - 1)/2]2. For example, if p = 7, we 
have 42 - 32 =16 - 9 = 7, as required. 
The even prime, 2, cannot be so 
expressed. b) If the factors of the 
number to be expressed in this way 
are F and f, with F > f, thena +b = F 


: parity (both odd or both even); so 
: allodd numbers can be expressed 
: as the difference of two squares in 
: at least one way but only those even : 
: numbers with two even factors (so 
: divisible by 4) can. c) Even numbers : 
: containing the factor 2 once only 

: (suchas any number ending 

: in 42) cannot. Point to ponder: 

: What about 1? 3. The lowest 

: common denominator is 4x? - 1 = 

: (2x + 1)(2x - 1). The numerator is 

` 4(1- 5x) + 7(2x - 1) + 3(2x +1) 

; =4-20X+14x-7+6x+3=0. 

: Point to ponder: The value of the 

: expression is 0 irrespective of the 

: value of x. But what happens if xis 
: Y4? Approaches but doesn’t equal 

: Y4? 4. Two tangents toa circle 


: the lengths of either 
: pair of opposite 
: sides equals d +e + 


: dq;andd=a+c-b. 


f+g;soa+c=b+ 


Dividing the whole into 4 kites such 


: as that with sides g, g, r &r, we find 
: the total area, A, isr(g+f+f+e+ 

: e+d+d+g)/2=1s, where sis the 

: semiperimeter (a+b +c +d)/2. 

: 5. XXXVIII (38 in our notation). 

: Wordplay: Wordpool c), d), b); 

: EPU NEOLOGISM; Dropouts 

; FEASIBLE; AM TOSCA, ASCOT, 

: COAST, COATS; Missing Links a) 

: careless/talk/show; b) silver/screen/ 
: shot, c) free/speech/bubble, d) 

: third/rail/way, e) stereo/type/cast, 
: f) main/stay/cation. 
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